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COMMEWNICATION 
International Play Association EWNI 

Promoting the Child’s Right to Play 

 

Welcome to winter edition of IPA 

CommEWNIcation.  

Much of this issue is devoted to accounts 

of the IPA World conference in Calgary, 

Canada. If you weren t able to make it 

then I hope the four perspectives given 

will give you a flavour of what went on. 

 

 

 

 

In this issue: 

 Calgary 2017 stories: 

1. Paul Hocker 

2. Chris Martin 

3. Meynell Walter 

4. Jackie Boldon 

 

 Lady Allen of Hurtwood Trust 

 50 years of Stevenage Play 

Service 

 The Playwork Foundation 

 Global Clicks 

 IPA World news 

 

 

 

 

 

Editorial statement 

IPA EWNI aims to inform, invigorate, critique and enhance research, policy and practice relating 

to play, environments for play and playwork 

The views expressed in articles in this publication and the IPA EWNI website are those of 

the author and may not reflect the policy of IPA EWNI, nor should publication be taken 

or assumed as an endorsement by IPA EWNI of those views. 

© IPA EWNI 2017 

 

If you have any short articles (200-400) or indeed longer papers (800-1000 words) on a play 

related theme then why not showcase them here. Send them to paulhocker@hotmail.com 

for inclusion in the next edition with any images to illustrate your point. Note: submissions 

may be edited. 

 He as so headstrong and 

deter i ed,  re alled his 
for er tea her. He ould sit 
with his arms folded with this 

surly look on his face   
Who? Answer on last page 
 

mailto:paulhocker@hotmail.com
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                                                  CALGARY STORIES, ONE 

Paul Hocker, IPA EWNI chair 

This was my third IPA conference and the first one I d been too where I d spotted an actual 

child.  The child, Jonah, a 10 year old from Essex, found the conference - despite its solid play 

themes - a bit of a drag. Something he d tell me on occassion, prefacing his comments with a 

sustained Daaaaaaaad, I m bored . 

But play for him does not require lecterns, academics and a full colour workshop 

programme. He found play all over the city, in the parks, on the train, in the mall, up the 

skytower. 

With two of my days dominated by IPA council meetings I was lucky to have colleagues from 

London to take care of Jonah while I met with my counterparts from Australia, New Zealand, 

India, Singapore, Scotland, Japan, USA, Sweden, Portugal and many more of IPA s outposts 

from around the globe. Among subjects discussed we considered IPA could increase its 

prominence using social media.  The location of the next conference in 2020 was revealed as 

Jaipur, India and the presentation from the successful country s representatives was full of 

the colour, friendliness and eccentricities of a nation that doesn t think twice about applying 

eye make-up to bejewelled elephants. 
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The conference experience itself was great. The organisation was slick and very well-

attended. At other play conference I ve attended it has sometimes felt like a dysfunctional 

family wedding with disputes simmering in the corners, gossiping cliques and the odd 

tiresome uncle dispensing opinions that dare not be questioned - all very claustrophobic and 

deadening.  

 

But not here. Calgary was full of folk from a range of disciplines all with their own take on 

play, it s importance and how to support it in the corner of the world they hark from. The 

often encountered intellectual orthodoxy that imposes a sovereign mindset on what is and 

isn t play was also largely absent or diluted by the sheer number of participants, giving room 

for new ideas to grow and new voices to be heard. 
 

After giving my presentation on Play 

Quarters – the next step for some of 

London s Play Streets - I talked with 

groups from Germany, Canada and 

the U.S. And that s the joy of the IPA 

conference – broadening one s 

professional network and hearing 

about other people s work and 

getting a reminder that we never 

know it all. 
 

The conference ended with a few 

changes among a number of key 

posts on IPA world s executive 

board. My final council meeting 

missed Theresa Casey at the helm with her steady guiding hand but in her seat was the new 

IPA President, Australia s Robyn Monro-Miller who settled into her new role quickly, 

brandishing energy that indicated IPA was in safe hands.  The new team were an excellent 

mix of new and established faces and I look forward to working with them all on our 

essential joint venture. 
 

The 2020 Jaipur team will have their work cut out but as good as Calgary was the Indians will 

always be able to play their pachyderm in mascara card. That s a jumbo head start.  
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CALGARY STORIES, TWO 

Chris Martin, IPA EWNI 

 

Talk about the Passion: one view of the IPA Triennial Conference in Calgary 

 

I was fortunate enough to be able to attend the International Play Association Triennial 

Conference in Calgary this September, and I wanted to share my journey with you - or at 

least part of it. Rather than a play by play account of proceedings I thought I d concentrate 

on some thoughts and impressions that are hopefully of interest to those of us on this side 

of the Atlantic. 

Like many of the EWNI contingent, I flew first to Vancouver before making my way to 

what s known in Canada as Cow Town  - the home of the Stampede. I chose to fly across the 

Rocky Mountains rather than take the scenic drive due to time constraints, but as I have 

driven across the mountain passes before I can attest to their wonderfulness. Growing up in 

both the UK and Canada does have its advantages! For the record I d like to point out I was 

born in Bristol - home of many a fine adventure playground. 

The Conference itself was a 

pretty massive affair, with about 

700 delegates from across the 

Globe, and the main room was 

equally huge; the scale and size 

felt impressive. The Canadian IPA 

branch had done a fantastic job 

of organising such a large-scale 

event, and seemed to have 

survived the process with sanity 

intact - although as play people 

we know this can be a relative 

concept! 

One reason I love going to these triennial conferences is meeting people and catching up 

with long-distance friends I don t see very often. Putting the world to rights with like-minded 

folk from around the globe is immensely rewarding and gives a wider sense of perspective. It 

becomes clear what works in one country, or even in one part of one community isn t 

necessarily applicable in others, and it s good to be reminded of this.  

Although all children have the need - and the right - to play, this doesn t mean there is a 

universal playwork response/intervention. This is one of the possibilities of the IPA, to bring 

together and juxtapose these differences in a spirit of learning, reflection, and playfulness. 
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We in the UK lead privileged lives, and UK playworkers benefit from this. 

Notwithstanding that the playwork sector has been battered, bruised and beaten with 

austerity sticks, we generally have roofs over our heads. We also have a body of knowledge 

and a headful of skills that are tried and tested in the places we are grounded in. This is 

powerful stuff and we should be rightly proud. Mentioning to IPA delegates that I was a UK 

playworker, working in an actual adventure playground garnered immediate respect and 

probing questions.  

 

This was heady stuff and felt good, but pointing out the cuts to play services, the friends 

who have lost jobs and the heavy price we have paid does temper this, as does reflecting on 

the feeling of desperation, introversion and hollow laughter that pervades many UK 

playwork gatherings. I was however refreshed by many of the conversations I had and 

workshops I attended. Many were reminiscent of the exciting days in England of the Play 

Strategy and the copious initiatives set in motion by national play organisations, and it was 

tempting to strike a cynical been there, done that  attitude. I went to a number of 

workshops and thought it was old hat, and I questioned why I was there. 

 

This post-colonial, white, male, privileged, minority world attitude had to go.  What 

turned it around for me was threefold. Firstly, I still consider myself a punk; steeped in anti-
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establishmentarianism (!!) and wanting to fight for social justice; secondly, the workshops 

were real and relevant to those presenting them, delivered with passion and belief; and 

thirdly a number of presentations by a First Nations youth group, called Feathers of Hope .  

This group worked to bring about social justice for First Nations  children and young people, 

many of whom grew up - and still grow up - in atrocious conditions. They use play-based 

methodologies as well as community work techniques in their activities, and their passion 

and open-hearted spirit was inspirational. 

 

Ultimately it s the energy 

that I felt in Calgary that made 

the most impact. Delegates 

were excited to talk about 

play, to be in a micro-world 

where they were exposed to 

different ideas and successful 

examples of projects and 

initiatives. This feeling of 

energy is also one that inspired 

me when I attended the Pop-

up Adventure Play/Santa 

Clarita Valley Adventure Play s 

Campference in February. The 

energy I have felt in North 

America invigorates me, and I 

think this, combined with what 

UK playwork can contribute - 

and I don t think we should 

downplay this cause we re (as 

they say over there) 

awesome , can provide a way 

forward for UK play ideas and 

practice. 

 

This is what excites me about the potential of IPA as a global movement - to give what 

we can, to acknowledge difference, to accept energy and excitement when we need a 

recharge, and not be backwards looking forwards. Oh, and before I forget, I also presented a 

paper. It went well  
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CALGARY STORIES, THREE 

Meynell Walter, IPA EWNI 

 

I like going to conferences, all the people milling around, the buzz, the meeting of the new, 

relationships formed, old friends reengaged with. And that s great, but as time goes by I find 

myself struggling with content. I want to be stimulated, enthused and excited. I want a 

conference to offer me opportunities for my own intellectual growth, I want to come away 

having learnt something new, is that not why we all go to conferences? But I find myself, 

over and over again, coming away from an event with the difficult balance of having enjoyed 

myself but leaving with an uneasy sense of dissatisfaction. Is this because I ve chosen the 

wrong breakout sessions to go to? Is it perhaps because my focus of what I want to learn is 

very narrow? Or is there just not enough new stuff left for me anymore? Perhaps it is a 

combination of all three.  

 

The formal part of Conference kicked off on the Wednesday with presentations from Peter 

Gray and Roger Hart, both of whom I have heard speak at Conferences in the last five years. 

Peter Gray s message is about play and the freedom to play and the importance of lack of 

adults around children s play is a message that rings true for the playwork community. But 

Peter s underlying rhetoric is still about school and learning, and his aim is around creating 

play filled learning spaces, so whilst play is all important it seems that for Peter it is not play 

for itself that is important but play as a mode that leads to learning and education. What is 

important about Peter s work is that he is reaching out and engaging with wide communities 

of people and the all important message about play being a freely chosen, personally 

directed behaviour, is reaching those who have not heard it before. 

 

In each breakout session there were about ten parallel offerings, and with conference 

delegate numbers reaching around 700 it was soon discovered that some rooms for the 

sessions filled to capacity.  
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Having analysed the content, whittling down the offerings to the one session that would 

provide the most value to me, only to find when arriving that it was full, is exceptionally 

frustrating. So I missed going to the discussion on the case for risky play and had to quickly 

make a second choice. I chose to go to an oral presentation with three papers looking at 

methodologies to capture outdoor and community play behaviours.  

 

I sat in on the presentation by Jenny Gibson from Pedal in Cambridge who explained her 

work using GPS studying children s play behaviours in a school playground. Her focus 

seemed to be about the dynamics of the relationships between the children in their play 

times. But it was the use of the technology that really grabbed me, and immediately I was 

trying to work out how this could be used to inform and better playwork practice and this 

was most radically demonstrated in the second part of the study which introduced loose 

parts and playworkers to the playground as the tracking methodologies also showed the 

interactions between the children and the adults and I can see this being used as a tool to 

help improve playwork practice.  

 

Another mode of presentation at Calgary were the poster sessions. I knew about poster 

sessions, having briefly seen them at a number of other events, so I made a special effort on 

the Wednesday and again on the Thursday to engage with this. What the posters do is to 

provide an overview of a piece of research or a project, and at designated times the poster 

author(s) are present and can talk to you about their work. I particularly liked that the 

posters covered a internationally wide geographic mix, unlike the programme content which 

was dominated by Canadian and US presenters.  

 

The plenary on Thursday morning was a focus on the major piece of IPA work, looking at play 

in situations of crisis. I think this is a very important piece of work but I am not entirely sold 

on the premise. In the examples illustrated in the presentation, which are examples of 

situations of crisis, the children are mostly happily engaging in play, with access to a rich play 

diet and I am unclear about the interventions that are, or can, be made. On the whole these 

are situations where the environment may impose a potential of harm to the children at 

play. I was expecting and hoping to hear more about work with groups of fleeing refugees, 

migrants and refugees who have reached camps, and where play is under threat due to the 

socio-cultural-political contexts. I think that play in situations of crisis could be as much 

directed to the UK and other western environments where the call for education and the 

need for children to learn, learn, learn has eroded both space and time for their play. 

Perhaps this is a piece of work that IPA EWNI could look at.  

 

For the late afternoon session I went to an oral presentation and of the three, the one 

presentation I found really interesting was about Hospital Clowning. We can ask whether 

clowning is play, but what was clear from the presentation was that the professionals as 

clowns, used their repertoire of skills and experiences in order to find ways to engage with 

the children and in doing this, a play frames was established. There are many clown 

organisations that work with children both within and outside of hospitals, but this 

organisation does not use volunteers, all the staff are paid, have rigorous and lengthy 

training before being able to go into a hospital, and have support and evaluation after visits. 

I think there is a lot that playwork could learn from their strategies behind the establishment 

of them as a professional organisation. 
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Having spent some very enjoyable time over the previous two days meeting the wonderful 

group of people involved in the North American Adventure Play Movement I decided to pop 

along to their Friday morning symposium.  

 

It was so refreshing to hear the positivism and excitement as these staffed play provisions 

were growing and the engagement with children s opportunities to play was multiplying 

exponentially across the states. The energy in the room was palpable and I was conceptually 

ready to pack my bags and move from the UK to work with them. It was stimulating and 

really exciting. 

 

It was my turn to present on Saturday morning and it was an extremely well attended 

session, though whether they were there for me or the two other presentations one will 

never know. I do believe it went well, and the full presentation has been submitted to go 

onto the IPA Calgary Website.  

 

The final concurrent session I went to at 10:30 was an oral presentation on schoolyard 

design initiatives. I was draw to this more by the location of the project than by the content 

as I have a strange but particular interest in work in Papua New Guinea (because I visited 

there in 1995). The session was really interesting, looking at how local communities came 

together with available resources to develop playgrounds in school premises. The Papua 

New Guinea work was contrasted with work in the USA, I found it particularly interesting 

how free and experimental and exploratory the building in PNG could be and how complex 

the rules and restrictions for development is in the USA. 

 

Even though this conference experience was not fantastic, especially in terms of my own 

CPD, I did enjoy myself and will continue to work towards the aims of both IPA World and 

IPA EWNI. The Childs Right to Play is still of fundamental importance to me and I hope to find 

at active way to engage with the 21
st

 Triennial in Jaipur. 
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CALGARY STORIES, FOUR 

Jackie Boldon, IPA EWNI treasurer 

 

During my 35 years working and volunteering in the play and playwork sector, I have had the 

privilege of attending 4 out of the 20 International Play Association conferences: Finland in 

1996, Brazil in 2002, Wales in 2011 and this year Canada. Each conference is very different 

and reflects the culture of the host country with singing, dancing, games, food and play 

events for children. The cultural offer  is woven between the workshops, play shops, brown 

bag sessions, media lounge presentations, posters, key notes and plenary discussions. IPA 

conferences provide a brilliant opportunity to network, to find out about new research and 

practice innovations, to discuss the changing policy context for play in different parts of the 

world and to participate in the global campaign to respect, protect and fulfill the Child’s 

Right to Play. Most importantly they are interesting, good fun and a great opportunity to 

spend time with like-minded folk and make new friends. 

 

 
 

I started planning my trip to Canada and the Calgary IPA conference 3 years ago when the 

announcement was made at the Turkey conference in 2014. When you add up the price of 

flights, the conference fee, the cost of accommodation and living expenses and a few beers 

it is not cheap to attend an IPA conference. Negotiations with family and with work need to 

start early. I was lucky enough to be awarded a bursary by IPA EWNI, which was much 

appreciated. Many delegates fit the conference into a holiday and most conferences are 

partner friendly and child friendly. I took my daughter to Finland and Brazil and my husband 

to Canada as part of a bigger 5-week adventure. I am now planning how to get to India in 

2021. Where there is a will there is a way  is our family motto, so I will be there ! 

 

We set off on our Canadian Adventure on August 22nd, flying to Vancouver, and then taking 

the ferry to Vancouver Island to explore the Wild Pacific Coast and the quintessentially 

English Victoria. We followed the spectacular Sea to Sky Highway to Whistler and 

encountered devastating forest fires in Kamloops. We went on a bear safari in the Jasper 

National Park and climbed the first section of the highest mountain in the Rockies, the 

magnificent 394m Mount Robson. We drank Oolong tea in a teahouse high above the 

stunningly turquoise Lake Louise and witnessed the effects of global warning on the 

retreating glaciers on the Ice Field Parkway. In our third week we explored 5 National Parks – 

Banff, Yoho, Glacier, Revelstoke and Kootenee before heading to Head Smashed in Buffalo 

Jump to find out more about the history and traditions of the Blackfoot Tribe and the buffalo 

hunt. After our week in Calgary and the IPA conference, we flew to the huge city of Toronto 

(population over 6 million), visited the thundering Niagara Falls, travelled by Grey Hound to 

Montreal and then flew home. An amazing and very memorable trip! 

 



 

IPA COMMEWNICATION |Winter 2017 

 

11 

The IPA Conference key note by the Toronto Based Feathers of Hope First Nation Youth 

Project highlighted issues facing First Nation youths including high suicide rates, mental 

health issues and educational under achievement. It was only in 1996 that the last 

residential school closed, part of a system made legal by the 1876 Indian Act to civilize  

indigenous children.  The residential school system inflicted considerable harm, by removing 

indigenous children from their families and communities, depriving them of their ancestral 

language and customs and exposing many to physical and sexual abuse. The residential 

school system also disrupted the transmission of indigenous beliefs and practices across 

generations. The legacy is linked to increased prevalence of post-traumatic stress, 

alcoholism, substance abuse and suicide. In 2008, the Canadian Government issued an 

official apology, but the damage done by this policy will take generations to heal and in my 

opinion a much more radical approach to tackling disadvantage and racism than the current 

multi-culturalism policy is needed.  

 

As we travelled around, we saw numerous examples of First Nation arts and crafts in shops 

and galleries and towns where totem poles had been commissioned as a regeneration tool 

to attract tourists. However, I was left wondering if First Nation beliefs, traditions and 

culture were genuinely respected and understood. At the conference we enjoyed watching a 

First Nation Hoop Dancer, but I would have welcomed more opportunities during the 

conference to discuss the impact of racism on children s play and children s lives and to find 

out about any examples of good practice in tackling racism through community play 

projects. 

 

 

 

What did I learn at the 20
th

 IPA Conference?  

My own presentation related to the Child Friendly Cities theme, so early in the conference I 

was keen to find out more about the work going on in Edmonton, where there are two 

dedicated staff organising events for children to be heard and pop up  play events in parks 

and public spaces. Also in Hamilton, Ontario, where children have been involved in 

neighbourhood planning through the use of Photovoice, mapping and skits brought together 

in a gallery presentation to decision makers.  

 

In Calgary, the Parks and Recreation team have been making the case for nature 

playgrounds, by building research on the useage of the play area into the phased re-design 

of one of their park based playgrounds into a nature playground. Also on this theme, it was 

interesting to hear from ARUP about their Cities Alive project, with examples from Barcelona 

to Bogata which encouraged us to rethink the planning, design and management of cities 

and to incorporate playfulness and the zany . 
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Risk was a theme running throughout the conference, but with dedicated presentations 

including a country wide survey in New Zealand sponsored by Persil and a plenary debate 

involving presentations from Norway, USA, UK, Australia and New Zealand. Mount Royal 

University, shared their research into risky play and energetic play in Edmonton s childcare 

centres. 

 

Several workshops explored the theme of outdoor play and learning in early years and 

childcare projects. Examples from Brazil explored the place attachment of indigenous 

groups, and projects in Malaysia used gardens and farms to support children s development 

through outdoor playful learning experiences. The experience of the New Zealand outdoor 

childcare centres and of some Canadian projects were also showcased, including work in a 

Nova Scotia which uses loose parts to promote physical literacy. 

 

Examples of adventure playgrounds in Sacramento and across North America demonstrated 

a growing interest in adventure playgrounds in the USA and the Calgary mobile adventure 

playground initiative was seen as part of a broader Canada wide movement to support the 

growth of adventure playgrounds in Canada. The UK based Sharing Memories of Adventure 

Playgrounds Research  was also share. 

 

Some workshops focused on children s views and experiences, others on parental views. 

One Canadian research project highlighted the importance of providing information about 

the child development benefits of different types of play and the benefits of free/open 

access play to gain parent support. A few examples of professional training were included 

such as the Calgary Nature 101 programme and the Welsh Playwork Practice Awards. 

Practical play shops involved delegates in music play, dance play, story telling and clowning. 

Research and practice on the theme of inclusion and working with disabled children included 

exploration of the role of the Occupational Therapist in promoting play for its own sake. 

Other workshops explored adolescent behaviour/play in the public realm and research in the 

US, exploring the role of social media in generating new affordances for urban play such as 

skateboarding, parkour, dance and street art. 

 

As well as initiatives in parks, early years and childcare centres, in nature and in the public 

realm, other workshops explored initiatives in schools and street play. Presenters from Brazil 

and the UK shared examples of design considerations for schools aiming to incorporate play 

and promote playful learning. Play as a tool in a Human Rights education featured in one 

workshop and an exploration of the use of mobile digital technology in outdoor play in 

another. 

 

One of the major projects which the IPA Committee have been working on since the Turkey 

conference is the Access to Play in Crises Project , which includes a research strand and the 

development of a handbook for practitioners, managers and policy makers. Delegates were 

updated on the progress of the project with opportunities to explore further actions in this 

very important initiative. 
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It is impossible to do justice to the wide range of presentations across the 8 themes of:  

1. In situations of crises, conflict or challenge 

2. To support children s right to play and participate 

3. For learning and development 

4. For child and family health and well-being 

5. In community and public space 

6. Outdoors and in nature 

7. Through new technologies 

8. To drive social and policy change 

 

My apologies if I have misrepresented or missed important ideas, themes and issues. With 

700 delegates and 103 sessions to choose from it was a difficult conference to do justice to 

in a short summary. However, the conference organizing team have already started 

uploading the presentations onto the conference website. I would encourage you to find a 

nice café, buy a pot of oolong tea and go on a global online tour of play research, policy and 

practice initiatives. 

There were over 30 delegates at the conference from England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

One question from me to all readers of COMMEWNICATION is: With the conference over, 

how do we engage more people in our EWNI branch and through local actions in respecting, 

protecting and fulfilling the Child s Right to Play?  
 

 

 

 

http://canada2017.ipaworld.org/program/conference-schedule/
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What Jackie learnt about Canada 

 

Canada is enormous – Canada is approximately 10,000,000 square kms, 5000 km from 

East to West and 4,500 kms from North to South. It is the second largest country in the 

world. (Russia is the largest) This presents real challenges for extended families. If 

grandparents live in Vancouver on the West Coast and their grown up children live in 

Toronto in the East, it takes 4 days to drive between the two cities. 

 

Canada can be very cold in winter – Temperatures are often over 25 degrees in the 

summer and are typiccaly minus 15 degrees in the winter. Projects to promote outdoor 

winter play were showcased in several workshops at the conference. 

 

Canada is stunningly beautiful - the mountains, lakes, prairies, forests and vast expanses 

of wilderness all provide opportunities to appreciate nature. A wide range of 

environmental education and nature play initiatives were presented at the conference, 

including the development of a resource pack for practitioners working in Manitoba 

taking children on wilderness adventures. 

 

Canada has a very diverse population – There are over 36 million people living in Canada, 

of which one in five was born outside of Canada. It is officially a bi-lingual country with 

20% of the population speaking French as their first language. There are over 1 million 

indigenous or aboriginal Canadians, which includes Metis, Inuit and First Nation 

Canadians. Within the First Nation community, there are around 52 tribes, many more 

bands and 3,100 reservations. The Canadian Government adopted a multi-cultural policy 

in 1971, however, a study in 2016 revealed that 60% of children living on reservations live 

in poverty and the situation is getting worse not better. 
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Lady Allen of Hurtwood Trust 

Paul Soames, IPA EWNI 

 

As regular readers of IPA s Co e i atio  will know IPA EWNI is represented on the 

Lady Allen of Hurtwood Memorial Trust. Currently Paul Soames and Blanche Thompson 

represent IPA on the Lady Allen board. 

The Trust is made up of Trustees from not just IPA but also from KIDS and OMEP (an 

internatio al early year s orga isatio ). Lady Alle  had a key role i  esta lishi g all three 
organisations. The Trust was established in 1978. 

The Lady Allen Trust is a small organisation, offering several grants of approximately 

£1,000 per year to play practioners, who wish to travel to expand their knowledge, raise 

awareness and make new contacts. The aim of the award is to support and enhance 

i di idual s professio al de elop e t i  the play orld ith the ai  of e ha i g a d 
improving their practice back in their own work environment. 

The Trust does not support attendance at conferences, electives or research. 

Reports of all the awards that have been made since 1978 are available in electronic form 

now and we hope that over the coming months we can place some of these on the IPA 

EWNI website for members to access. 

The award is open to any play worker within the UK. 

The Trust meets three times a year at the Thomas Coram Foundation to carry out its 

business with awards being made in March of each year. The travel and work of the  

recipients has to take place during the rest of that particular calendar year. 

In 2017 the Lady Allen Trust made one award. This was made to Ana Ardelean an IPA 

EWNI member who has been an active play worker in the Leeds area for several years 

now. Ana travelled to Uganda for several weeks in September of this year. She worked 

alongside the East African Playgrounds organisation supporting them, along with other 

local communities with the building and future development of playgrounds in Uganda. 

Ana intends to establish long term contacts and exchanges with the people she has met. 

Ana will be providing the Lady Allen Trust with a written report of her time in Uganda so 

we will try to include aspects of this in the next edition of Commewnication. 

 

Adverts and calls for applications are now out for the 2018 awards. If you are reading 

this then do consider making an application. The deadline for applications for the 2018 

awards is the 31
st

 January 2018. Applications need to be sent to the secretary of the Trust  

 

For further information on the trust and application forms you can go to; 

www.ladyallentrust.org.uk  

http://www.ladyallentrust.org.uk/
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PLAY FOR FREE WITH SBC 

Donne Buck, IPA member 

 

Play for free with SBC  - this slogan is that of Stevenage Borough Council's exemplary 

Children's Play Service, which is currently celebrating 50 years of children's play in the 

borough. I had the pleasure of meeting several of the present playworkers at a 

splendid event in the town centre where impressive displays of the current playwork were 

on show as well as historic material from the local archive covering the whole period.   

 

The Council has produced a range of literature about the present service, including a recipe 

book which reflects the interest the playworkers have in helping the children with preparing 

and enjoying nutritious food, a growing trend in playwork it seems. 

It is a matter of some pride to me that something that I helped to start 50 years ago, as the 

first professional Adventure Playground "leader" in the area, has continued to 

flourish. Within three and half years of my opening Bandley Hill Adventure Playground, still 

in existence, three other groups in the town had established Adventure Playground projects 

in their own neighbourhoods.   

Now the Council operates five local open access playschemes of various kinds, as part of 

Stevenage's high quality, free town-wide play service. 

If not unique in Britain, Stevenage has every right to be proud of its current play service and 

of its history.  Long may it continue for the benefit local families and as an example to 

others.  Find out more at:  

www.stevenageplay.org and www.stevenage.gov.uk or 

email: playsection@stevenage.gov.uk 

http://www.stevenageplay.org/
http://www.stevenage.gov.uk/
mailto:playsection@stevenage.gov.uk
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NEW MEMBERSHIP BODY FOR PLAYWORK LAUNCHED 

 

The Playwork Foundation, the new membership 

body for playwork, playworkers and play  was 

launched at a special event in London in 

November. 
 

Board members Ali Wood and Karen Benjamin 

introduced the event saying the organization 

was created after an extensive consultation 

with the field about how playwork could argue 

its case more effectively in the face of on-going 

cuts to services and the abandonment of policy 

for play by the UK government.  

 

Among others, the launch event heard from Professor Fraser Brown of Leeds Beckett 

University, who spoke about the uniqueness of the playwork approach, and Penny Wilson, 

author of the Playwork Primer, who said the field needed an organisation that reflected this 

uniqueness, and which it could trust.  
 

Adrian Voce, another board member, said the field needed to regroup in order to be ready 

to make the case for play and playwork ahead of the next general election, noting that the 

current Labour leader, Jeremy Corbyn, had endorsed calls for a new national play strategy. 
 

The new foundation has agreed its aims and principles and is inviting members who endorse 

them – not just from the UK but from wherever people are interested in promoting the 

playwork approach. You can join the Playwork Foundation here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://playworkfoundationorg.files.wordpress.com/2016/03/aims-and-principles-with-logo.pdf
https://playworkfoundation.org/joining-the-playwork-foundation/
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Global Clicks 
 

 

NEW ZEALAND 

Children becoming less active and 

independent, New Zealand study finds  

Read the article here 

 

 

SCOTLAND 

The lives of children at play, at work, at home 

and in school will feature in a new exhibition of 

the Scottish National Portrait Gallery in Edinburgh  

Read the article here 

 

 

INDIA 

Blue Whale Challenge: Why do kids play such self-harming games?  

Read the article here 

 

 

AUSTRALIA 

Nature-based children s play area is a first for Australia  

Read the article here 

 

 

CANADA 

The lost art of play: how overscheduling makes children anxious  

Read the article here 

 

RUSSIA 

Russia to investigate fidget spinners amid claims opposition using them 

to lure supporters  

Read the article here 
 

 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/nov/13/children-less-active-independent-health-new-zealand-study-finds
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-41579308
http://indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/health/blue-whale-challenge-what-makes-a-child-play-these-self-harming-games-and-how-can-it-be-prevented-4778628/
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/southern-courier/naturebased-childrens-play-area-is-a-first-for-australia/news-story/dd2a83e8fc2ee0367f57e2c5f70139b3
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/no-time-for-playtime-rise-of-anxiety-1.4208090
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2017/07/19/russia-investigate-fidget-spinners-amid-claims-opposition-using/
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IPA WORLD’S BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2017 – 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELP DECIDE THE LOCATION OF IPA EWNI’s 2018 AGM 

We are keen to take a break from London and stage the next IPA EWNI AGM in another part of the country. 

If you have a suggestion or have a venue with good transport links then contact paulhocker@hotmail.com 

 



 

IPA COMMEWNICATION |Winter 2017 

 

20 

 

Jaipur, India will host the 21st IPA Triennial World Conference 

 

 
 

CONNECTING WITH IPA EWNI 
 

 

 For IPA EWNI website click here 

 If you would like to join IPA EWNI click here 

 Find us on Facebook click here 

 Finds us on YouTube click here 

 For IPA World click here  

 

 

Contribute 

If you are an IPA member and would like to contribute to future issues please 

contact the editor, Paul Hocker via paulhocker@hotmail.com 

 

IPA EWNI is a Registered Charity in England No. 109498

 

ANSWER 

https://ipaewni.wordpress.com/
https://ipaewni.wordpress.com/ipa-ewni-membership/
http://www.facebook.com/EWNI.IPA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBwxiZUVk4LmkESuLLm7wXQ
http://ipaworld.org/
mailto:paulhocker@hotmail.com
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