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Welcome to Newsbrief; our members tell us they find it 
useful and informative. As well as news from members, 
there are important opportunities to contribute to events 
and the work of IPA. 

We focus this edition on playful environments. 

If you have any short articles (400-500) or longer papers 
(1,000 words) on this theme, please send them to the 
Communications Group c/o mail@ludemos.co.uk  

 October – Playing communities (by 15 Sept please) 

 January 2013 – UN General Comment (by 15 
December please) 

 April – IPA Play Statement (by 15 March please) 

As you will see, there are other sections in the magazine, 
so please feel free to send in any relevant material. 

In this issue: 

 IPA work 

 News from AGM 

 IPA World – 
Statement of the 
Child’s Right to Play 

 EWNI 12/13 Work 
plan 

 Article 31 General 
Comment – update 

 A Richer 
Understanding 

 Playful environments 

 Keeping in touch 

 Contribute 

Editorial statement 

IPA EWNI aims to inform, invigorate, critique and 
enhance research, policy and practice relating to play, 
environments for play and playwork 

The views expressed in articles in Newsbrief and the 
IPA EWNI website are those of the author and may not 
reflect the policy of IPA EWNI, nor should publication 
be taken or assumed as an endorsement by IPA EWNI 
of those views.  

© IPA EWNI 2012 

 

There is a theory which states 
that if ever anybody discovered 
exactly what the universe is for 
and why it is here, it will 
instantly disappear, and be 
replaced by something even 
more bizarre and inexplicable. 
There is another theory which 
states that this has already 
happened.  

Douglas Adams 

Issue 17: July 2012 

 

Playful environments 
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IPA EWNI Committee 
meeting held Thursday 
28th June 2012 

The committee of IPA EWNI meet three/four times each year 
to conduct business relevant to our branch. In addition to 
financial, admin and membership matters the committee also 
decide on ‘big’ actions that shape the future of IPA and our 
branch. 

Following the AGM held 16 May 2012, the IPA EWNI 
Committee is now as follows: 

Mike Greenaway (Chair), Bob Hughes (Membership 
Secretary), Blanche Thompson (Treasurer), Paul Soames 
(Secretary), Perry Else (Vice Chair/Communications), Keith 
Cranwell, Felicity Sylvester, Paul Hocker, Jacqueline 
O’Loughlin, Karen Wilkinson. 

The ‘Malta Declaration’ of the 
Child’s Right to Play was agreed 
by the IPA at a conference in 
Malta in 1971 see: 
http://ipaworld.org/category/ab
out-us/declaration 

Many IPA members have been 
feeling for a while that the 
statement needed updating to 
reflect recent developments in play 
theory arising from research. 

 

 

IPA World – Statement of the Child’s Right to Play 

Mike Greenaway reported back the expectations of the IPA 
International board on the process needed for revising the 
Malta Declaration.  

The Board are looking for a document to succeed and replace 
the Malta statement. The IPA Board have asked IPA EWNI to 
lead the process and IPA Sweden have indicated that they 
wish to be involved.  

The IPA Board would like the new draft document to be ready 
for the June 2013 IPA Council meeting where it will be the 
main item on the agenda. This gave a 12 month time frame 
for completion. At the meeting the following issues arose; 

 How do we engage with IPA Sweden? 

 What budget is being allocated by IPA International to 
support the process? 

 How should use social media/ new technology to help the 
consultation and feedback process? 

 How do we encompass the wide and different cultural 
perspectives from the different IPA members/ branches 
around the world? 

Committee members felt the need to be pragmatic in 
approach given the time and resources available. It was 
agreed that the process itself needed to be agreed by 
September so that there was enough time to draw up and 
consult on the new document before it was presented to the 
IPA Council. 

It was agreed that IPA EWNI could not do any further work 
around organising the process until it had been clarified with 
IPA Sweden what their thoughts and expectations were re 
their involvement in agreeing the process and then the 
drawing up of a new document. 

Mike agreed to contact IPA Sweden and feed back to IPA 
EWNI committee the results of those discussions. 

 The work of IPA EWNI 

 
 

 

http://ipaworld.org/category/about-us/declaration
http://ipaworld.org/category/about-us/declaration
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Towards an IPA statement on the value of play – June 2012 

– The replacement statement to Malta Declaration 

As agreed by IPA Board, IPA EWNI to lead on this with support from IPA branches  

 

Discussion – First Principles 

 This to be a new document and not a reworking of the Malta Declaration 

 To based on mutual understanding from a majority of IPA branches worldwide 

 To be competed with 12 months i.e. by June 2013, prior to discussion by IPA Board 

 A pragmatic approach to production to be taken with a limited budget 

 Social media and other electronic tools to be used in order to complete the task in 12 months 

 Responses to be accepted through IPA branches to encourage local discussion and consensus 

 The working language of documents to be English 

 IPA EWNI are responsible for getting this task completed on time 
 

Work Programme – Draft 

Date Task Lead 

July 2012 Contact IPA Sweden for comment and ideas MG 

August Final agreement of process following comment from IPA 
Sweden 

IPA EWNI 

September Call for papers from IPA branches 

- clear boundaries re purpose of the document 
- clear deadlines for response 

IPA EWNI 

October IPA branches prepare their statements on the value of play IPA branches 

November   

December Deadline for papers from IPA branches IPA branches 

January 2013 Editorial group receives papers and prepares first draft IPA EWNI 

February Editorial group meets  

March Editorial group meets to agree Published draft IPA EWNI 

April Published draft available for circulation to contributors  

May Deadline for responses from IPA branches on Published draft IPA branches 

June Editorial group meets to draw up Final Draft IPA EWNI 

July Final Draft presented to IPA Board for decision IPA Board 

August   

September The IPA statement on the value of play published IPA Board 
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EWNI 12/13 Work plan  
The work plan was agreed by the EWNI Committee. The plan will be reviewed at each committee 
meeting. IPA EWNI members are welcomed to contribute to the work of the Committee. 

Summary of project – Overall Aim 
IPA EWNI aims to uphold the right of all children and young people to time, freedom and space to 
play in their own way by: 

 Promoting the premise that playing is a universal behaviour  that the benefits to children and 
young people achieving their right to play are shared by all races and people around the 
world  

 Fostering and facilitating evidence gathering and exchange beyond and between 
international borders:  

o to inform, invigorate, critique and enhance research, policy and practice relating to 
play, environments for play and provision for play  

o recognising that international professional networking and relationship building 
encourages mutual support and promotes understanding 

Purpose Activities (what we do) Lead Timeline Indicators 
Means of 

verification 

Debating in all relevant 
national and international 
areas, the philosophical and 
practical rationales for 
intervening in children’s play 
and the appropriateness and 
effectiveness of the various 
responses that have arisen 
from them   

Focus on UNCRC Articles 
12 and 31 

    

      

Advising and supporting the 
IPA International Board to 
effectively work to influence 
international bodies and 
agencies 

Support IPA International 
Board  

MG    

 Support IPA Training 
Group 

BT    

Facilitating the international 
exchange of evidence and 
experience  

Communications strategy  PE  

PH 

July 
October 

January 

April 

Produce four 
news briefs 

annually for 
members 

Four news 
briefs 
produced 

(for instance events, articles, 
papers, contribution to 
PlayRights magazine, website 
and supporting study visits) 

 PE  

PH 

 Produce two 
e-bulletins 
annually for 
members 

Two e-
bulletins 
produced 

  PE  

PH 

 Develop/ 
maintain IPA 
web site 

Content 
updated 
monthly 

 Present an annual 
overview of the current 
play issues around the 

PE  

PH 
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Purpose Activities (what we do) Lead Timeline Indicators 
Means of 

verification 

world – ideally through the 
magazine and website 

 Identify key themes for 
Newsbrief;  

 Playful environments  

 Playing communities 

 UN General Comment 

 Towards a statement 
on the value of play 

    

 Joint IPA EWNI and IPA 
Scotland event 

BT?    

 Support an IPA EWNI 
Conference in 2013 –  

- Theme to be 
agreed  

- Date to be agreed 

All   

 

 

 

      

Contributing to global 
consultation initiatives 

Better links to IPA World 

- Policy Areas 

 

MG 

   

 Replacement statement to 
Malta Declaration.  

IPA EWNI to lead on this.  

Discuss with IPA Sweden - 
MG 

Agree a way forward - All 

Complete draft by May 
2013 - All 

MG 

PS 

BH 

May 
2013 

An IPA 
statement on 
the value of 
play produced 

 

Facilitating ‘cross-fertilisation’ 
between disciplines that have 
an interest or impact on 
children and young people’s 
play, environments for play 
and playwork 

Clarify identity and 
promote consistently 
worldwide and in all 
communications  

    

Setting up working groups as 
necessary to support activities 
in line with our aims 

Communications Working 
Group to continue working 

    

Operating efficiently and using 
resources wisely 

 

Encourage both individuals 
and organisations 
concerned with play to 
join IPA by providing a 
clear package of benefits.  

  Raise 
membership 
to 80+ 
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UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child – 
General Comment on 
Article 31 

http://ipaworld.org/category/news-
and-events/general-comment-on-
article-31/ 

 

  

http://www.ipascotland.org.uk/  

Article 31 General Comment – update 

Andrew Shoolbread from IPA Scotland updated the IPA EWNI 
committee on the work taking place in Scotland the General 
Comment on Article 31. Andrew shared a set of papers 
related to Scotland’s work on the General Comment – all 
entitled ‘A Richer Understanding of Article 31’ – see next page 
for more detail. 

Andrew reported that it was hoped the General Comment 
would be adopted by the UN in Geneva in September 2012. 
Once adopted it will be published, circulated and promoted to 
the public at the end of 2012, beginning of 2013. 

A steering group of nine people has been set up in Scotland to 
support the work of the General Comment on Article 31. It is 
made up of a cross section of organisations involved in the 
fields of children’s rights and children’s play, leisure and 
culture. 

IPA Scotland has applied to Awards for All for funding for 
events in Scotland to promote the General Comment. These 
events will be promoted under the banner of the ‘A Richer 
Understanding of Article 31’. 

Events are planned for spring 2013. One will be for adults and 
the other for children. 

Andrew reported that the Scottish Government are 
interested in this work and discussions have been held with 
civil servants on the implementation of the General 
Comment. IPA Scotland is looking at developing a website and 
an email and blog link for interested people. 

Andrew was thanked for coming to the meeting and giving 
the update. It was agreed that it had been an extremely 
useful discussion and paved the way for future discussions 
and possibly joint events between IPA Scotland and IPA EWNI 

It was agreed that IPA Scotland are well advanced in their 
thinking on how to promote and create awareness on the 
General Comment. However members felt that play did not 
appear to be at the forefront of the documents/papers 
circulated.   

Committee members agreed that the General Comment 
should be made into a rolling agenda item for IPA EWNI and 
that the committee need to consider what action it can take 
across its membership and wider afield.  

 

 

  

http://ipaworld.org/category/news-and-events/general-comment-on-article-31/
http://ipaworld.org/category/news-and-events/general-comment-on-article-31/
http://ipaworld.org/category/news-and-events/general-comment-on-article-31/
http://www.ipascotland.org.uk/
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General Comments on Children’s Rights 

 

UN General Comments are official documents of the United Nations. They are the UN’s 
interpretation of the content of human rights treaties. The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child 
publishes General Comments in relation to the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

General Comments are directed to the Governments of those countries which have ratified the 
Convention (currently all but two of the countries of the world).Their purpose is to widen and 
deepen understanding of a particular aspect of the Convention, and to reflect the changing 
conditions under which children grow up. 

General Comments vary but typically contain a description of the significance of the article, 
definitions, legal analysis, links to other international treaties or protocols and guidance on 
implementation of the UNCRC. 

The UN requires that Governments report every five years on the progress made on children’s rights 
in their country (that is, on implementation of the Convention). The Committee makes ‘Concluding 
Observations’ (recommendations) to Governments in response to these reports. General Comments 
are referred to frequently in these Concluding Observations. 

General Comments can be used by national and local Government to guide implementation, and by 
nongovernmental organisations and individuals to advocate for children’s rights. The General 
Comments currently include: 

1. The aims of education 
2. The role of independent human rights institutions 
3. HIV/AIDS and the rights of the child 
4. Adolescent Health 
5. General measures of implementation 
6. Treatment of unaccompanied and separated children outside 

their country of origin 
7. Implementing child rights in early childhood 
8. The right of the child to protection from corporal punishment 

and other cruel or degrading forms of punishment 

9. The rights of children with disabilities 
10. Children’s rights in juvenile justice 
11. Indigenous children and their rights under the UNCRC 
12. The right of the child to be heard 
13. The right of the child to freedom from all forms of violence 
 

They can be downloaded from the UN website at: 
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/comments.htm 
 
The UN is currently drafting a new General Comment on article 31 of the UNCRC. This will widen 
understanding of children and young people’s right to relax, play and take part in a range of 
cultural and artistic activities. 

Article 31 

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to rest & leisure, to engage in play & recreational 
activities appropriate to the age of the child & to participate freely in cultural life and the arts. 

2. States Parties shall respect & promote the right of the child to participate fully in cultural and 
artistic life & shall encourage the provision of appropriate & equal opportunities for cultural, artistic, 
recreational and leisure activity. 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/comments.htm
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Nishi-Rokugo (Tyre Park) built close to the Kawasaki factory Tokyo, Japan and uses old tyres to create 
play sculptures. 

  
 

Pruessen Park – Berlin, Germany may be the only playground in the world created specifically for 
seniors. Anyone under 16 is not allowed inside the Park, nicknamed the ‘Playground for Grown-Ups.’ 

  

 

  

 Playful Environments 
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The Fruit and Scent Playground is in Liljeholmen, Sweden. A banana slide, strawberry spinners, a pair 
of cherry swings, an orange see-saw and a watermelon jungle gym are all part of this unusual, small 
park in the south of Stockholm. ‘It’s a great theme because it also teaches kids the importance of 
fruit over junk food’ (‘???’ Ed) 

   

 

The Children’s Playground in the Takino Hillside Park in Japan borrows ideas and images from nature. 
‘Varied lighting and sound conditions create a unique sensory experience for kids.’ 
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St Kilda's adventure playground covers four hectares along the seafront and is one of South 
Australia's best known playgrounds. 

  

   
 

Teardrop Park – New York City, NY, built for $17 million, the park features prominent rock 
outcroppings, geologic formations, a secret path, a bluestone ice wall, a slide, sandboxes, water play 
areas, a reading space with rock seats, and places to rock hop.  
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Spanish architects designed this modern playground in Boadilla del Monte, Spain with the intention 
of ‘giving children inspiration to pursue their dreams in an airy and cool environment.’  
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The PLAYMOBIL FunPark, Zirndorf, Germany. The 90,000 square metre FunPark features PLAYMOBIL 
play worlds in life-size reproduction. 
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Street Play, Sheffield UK 

  
Woodland Play, Derbyshire UK 
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Join IPA EWNI 
If you would like to join IPA EWNI, an 
organisation devoted to promoting 
and protecting the child’s right to play 
please visit: http://www.ipa-
ewni.org.uk see ‘Membership’ and 
download an application pack. 

 

Keeping in touch  
Have we got your current contact 
details? If not please contact Bob 
Hughes, Membership Secretary: 
playeducation@ntlworld.com  

 

Contribute  

If you are an IPA EWNI member and 
would like to contribute to future 
issues of this Newsbrief please contact 
the editor, Perry Else: 
mail@ludemos.co.uk 

 

 

 

IPA EWNI is a Registered Charity in 
England No. 1094980 

 

We are part of IPA World: 
http://ipaworld.org 

 

Surviving and thriving–1??!! 

In an update of the article in Newsbrief 16 April 2012, it seemed 
that we would be reporting a sad story.  

After ‘16 years and no complaints’ the Governing Body of Marlcliffe 
School, Sheffield decided to give the Kids Club notice to quit. The 
headteacher had decided to operate a new club directly from the 
school to be called the Dragon’s Den (‘sic’ Ed). Four weeks from the 
end of term the long established and popular after school club had 
to find new premises.  

A campaign supported by loyal parents, organised a petition and 
spoke to the Governing Body but to no avail. The school planned to 
become an Extended School in line with UK government policy and 
wanted to access Pupil Premium funds to create ‘wrap-around’ 
provision. The Governing Body was indifferent to views that such 
provision already existed through the partnership with the Kids 
Club; they cited ‘differences in approach’ for their decision. 

When it seemed that the Kids Club would have to close with loss of 
service and loss of jobs to local people, Gill Ward the owner and 
manager of the club came to an arrangement with the local church 
hall. The hall is five minutes’ walk from school and the move has 
been supported by all but a handful of parents. The Club will leave 
behind their well developed allotment that the children play on but 
will have access to local fields and play areas. The new Kids Club 
opens in September 2012 at the start of the school term, having 
been approved in extra quick time by Ofsted for use by 64 children, 
an increase on the limit available in the old school. 

Gill was ecstatic when she heard that Ofsted had made their 
decision on the new premises; ‘It means that the children will keep 
the play-centred club they are used to and it means that our well-
established and well-respected club continues offering work to local 
people.’ Long may they continue! 

 

Surviving and thriving–2??!! 

IPA EWNI was saddened to hear that due to funding changes 
London Play had lost their Director Ute Navidi – UTE is IPA’s 
European Representative.  

But we have heard that Ute is still active in the playworld as 
Consultant Director at Hillingdon Play Association, and recently 
organised an event called The Power of Play – never was truer word 
spoken! 

 

Please feel free to share your stories of 
organisations surviving and thriving... it’s 
tough out there. 

 

Be part of IPA EWNI  
 

http://www.ipa-ewni.org.uk/
http://www.ipa-ewni.org.uk/
mailto:playeducation@ntlworld.com
mailto:mail@ludemos.co.uk
http://ipaworld.org/

