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Welcome to Newsbrief; our members tell us they find it 
useful and informative. As well as news from members, 
there are important opportunities to contribute to events 
and the work of IPA. 

We focus this edition on Playing into the Future including 
reports from the World Conference in July 2011, 
successfully organised by Play Wales in Cardiff. 

If you have any short articles (400-500) or longer papers 
(1,000 words) on this theme, please send them to the 
Communications Group c/o paulhocker@gmail.com by the 
12th of the month shown: 

 January 2012 – Therapeutic benefits of Play 

 April Conference theme – Politics and Play 

 July – Playful environments 

 October – Playing communities 

As you know, there are other sections in the magazine, so 
please feel free to send in any relevant material. We will 
freely publish anything that complies with our Editorial 
Policy – see http://www.ipa-ewni.org.uk/ Newsbrief for a full 
copy. 

In this issue: 

 IPA work 

 News from IPA EWNI  

 General Comment on 
Article 31 

 Conference Comments 

 Vanishing playing fields  

 Big Secrets 

 New Play England 
Director 

 Keeping in touch  

 Contribute 

 Photos from the World 
Event 

Editorial statement 

IPA EWNI aims to inform, invigorate, critique and 
enhance research, policy and practice relating to play, 
environments for play and playwork 

The views expressed in articles in Newsbrief and the 
IPA EWNI website are those of the author and may not 
reflect the policy of IPA EWNI, nor should publication 
be taken or assumed as an endorsement by IPA EWNI 
of those views.  

© IPA EWNI 2011 

 

In play we are no longer 
subject to a world that is 

beyond our control but 
to a world whose 

conditions of uncertainty 
are of our own making. 

Catherine Bates (1999: ii) 

Issue 14: October 2011  
 

Playing into the Future 
 

mailto:paulhocker@gmail.com
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News from IPA EWNI 

The IPA EWNI meets 3-4 
times annually to support 
work of the organisation 

 

 

The current Executive Committee members (2011-12) 
are as follows: 

Mike Greenaway - Chair; Blanche Thompson - Treasurer; 
Paul Soames - Secretary; Bob Hughes - Membership 
Secretary; Felicity Sylvester; Gill Evans; Keith Cranwell; 
Paul Hocker; Perry Else; Karen Wilkinson; Pete 
Darlington 

Some recent matters discussed by the IPA/EWNI 
Committee include: 

Towards a re-statement of IPA EWNI aims 

The statement is available on the IPA EWNI website and 
views are sought from members: 
http://www.ipa-ewni.org.uk/about/about.htm  

IPA world Declaration of Malta – revision 

The committee has been requested by IPA international 
to update the Malta Declaration – originally drawn up in 
1977. The revision is part of the process for putting in 
place the new IPA World Strategic Plan. The Malta 
Declaration is on the IPA international website: 
http://ipaworld.org/category/about-us/declaration/  

IPA EWNI work plan 2011-12 

This has been outlined in the June 2011 Newsbrief and 
circulated to all committee members; the committee 
agreed the plan as presented. 

IPA EWNI 2012 event 

A discussion took place on organising an IPA EWNI event 
for 2012. Committee members felt an event based 
around the UNCRC General comment on Article 31 
would be appropriate. It was also agreed that a joint 
event in 2012 with IPA Scotland could be useful.  

Date, time and place of 2012 AGM 

This was discussed and agreed that linking up with the 
Spirit Conference held in May/June in Wales each year 
might be the most appropriate time and venue; date to 
be confirmed.  

 

Members are invited to comment on and support any 
and all events of the IPA EWNI branch. 

 

 

 The work of IPA EWNI 

 
 

 

http://www.ipa-ewni.org.uk/about/about.htm
http://ipaworld.org/category/about-us/declaration/
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 News from IPA 
World 

A General Comment is an official statement 
adopted by the Committee that elaborates on the 
meaning of an aspect of the Convention that 
seems to require further interpretation or 
emphasis. Upon completion it is sent to the 192 
nations (States Parties) who have ratified the UN 
Convention. Thirteen General Comments have 
been issued since the adoption of the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(UNCRC) in 1989. 

IPA has been invited to take a lead role in the organisation of the 
development of the General Comment on article 31. The 
approximately twenty-page statement will address all 
components of the article – rest and leisure, play and recreation, 
culture and the arts. IPA hopes to position Article 31 more 
centrally within the fuller context of the UN Convention, 
illustrating the indivisibility of Convention articles, and also to 
bring emphasis to the role of unstructured or ‘free’ play that is 
facing increasing challenges.  

The UN Focal Group has been named as follows: Awich Pollar, 
Chair (Uganda); Yanghee Lee (Korea); Hadeel Al-Asmar (Syrian 
Arab Republic); Aseil Al-Shehail (Saudi Arabia); Sanpharit 
Koompraphant (Thailand).  

Lothar Krappman (Germany) former member of the UN 
Committee and strong supporter of the General Comment on 
Article 31 will also be involved in its development.  

A structure to accommodate input from a wide range of fields as 
well as global views is being developed. A working group will be 
established to work closely with the UN Focal Group. Information 
on progress will be available in a special section of the IPA World 
website during 2012: www.ipaworld.org  

The General Comment on Article 31 will be a useful tool in 
harnessing energy to promote children’s right to play worldwide. 
Governments and authorities can play a key role in helping to 
ensure that all children grow up in conditions where they can 
exercise their right to play.  

Valerie Fronczek – IPA Vice President 

A General Comment on 
Article 31 of the United 
Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child – 
update  

Newsbrief readers are 
undoubtedly familiar 
with the fact that the 
International Play 
Association’s (IPA) 
request for a General 
Comment on Article 31 
was officially approved 
by the United Nations 
Committee on the Rights 
of the Child in February 
2011.  

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.ipaworld.org/
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Three and a half years is a 
long time to hold a vision in 
your head...  

The 18th conference of the International 
Play Association offered four days in 
Cardiff to share evidence, experience and 
examples of good practice with colleagues 
from around the world. 

As one of the organizers, I 
didn’t get to take part in many 
of the workshops or to listen 
to many of the speeches but... 
to be able to welcome 
delegates from 37 countries; 
to see so many of our original 
ideas become a successful 
reality; to help IPA; to feel 
proud of Wales; to feel and 
hear the ‘buzz’ in the venue; to 
see how people from around 
the world responded so 
creatively in making the most 
of the opportunities we 
facilitated and to see the 
smiles on people’s faces and 
the light in their eyes – this is 
what I will remember. 

I hope we helped create good 
memories and good links 
between people who will 
make a difference to children. 

Gill Evans; Conference Manager 

Did we really do it? From the outset we had wanted to 
replicate the atmosphere of our annual Spirit of Adventure 
conference whilst at the same time satisfy the academic 
requirements that are a key part of the IPA conferences. We 
weren’t complacent but we had confidence built on our 
experience that we should be able to do it. And, we exceeded 
beyond our wildest expectations, the positive feedback from 
delegates has reassured us that we provided participants with 
a rounded experience; a bit of Wales (the sun shone, but of 
course it rained); opportunities not just to listen to the many 
presentations but to meet old friends and make new ones. 

It could not have been done without the commitment and 
energy of all the Play Wales staff. When we bid to host the 
conference in 2008 in Hong Kong, we had a staffing 
complement twice that when we ran the conference, but 
everyone who had left returned to help, supplemented by 
many partners, friends and children. Whilst it was a group 
effort, particular mention should go to Gill whose role it was 
to coordinate all aspects of the conference and ensure that 
everyone knew what they were doing... and when and where. 
The conference was a testament to her passion, commitment 
and tenacity. 

It was great to have the conference in Wales, and importantly 
it raised the profile of play on our home turf and will have 
contributed significantly to keeping it on the political agenda. 

Mike Greenaway; Director Play Wales 

 Members will recall that IPA EWNI helped by sponsoring 
for two key note speakers to attend:  

Marc Bekoff                    and        Sudeshna Chatterjee 

  

 

 

Playing into the Future – Conference Comments 
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Below are just a few of the many positive comments about 
the IPA World conference organised by Play Wales.  

Theresa Lu, Head of Programme: 
Early Childhood Education, School of 
Human Development & Social 
Services, SIM University, Singapore 

 

The conference certainly echoed the belief in the child’s right 
to play, which translated into advocacy through the sharing of 
knowledge, expertise, ideas, practice, resources, and in the 
presentations by delegates from around the globe. The Make 
a Noise for Play Festival was a spectacular and memorable 
event as children and adults joined in to explore, experiment, 
and construct engaging play experiences. Visits to Cogan 
Nursery School and Re-create Play Resource Centre provided 
the contextual experiences and made it possible for delegates 
to interact and share with each other.  

Much was learnt – the learning is now in the process of being 
transformed into practice, and many friends were made from 
all over the world. The conference affirmed the empowerment 
of play, and the organisers and supportive staff should be 
applauded for the success of this great playful experience.  

Brian Ashley lectured in youth and 
community work at Swansea 
University and now lives in Sweden. 
He has been a member of the 
International Play Association since 
it started in 1961. 

 

This is one of the best IPA conferences I have attended. As an 
original member of IPA I always want conferences to 
demonstrate that IPA was formed to develop active playwork 
and to support playworkers. The Cardiff conference was pre-
eminent in achieving this aim – it was set in the centre of an 
active network of practical playwork that was already 
stimulating thriving play activity at ground level in Wales.  

The whole conference was based in the beautiful and historic 
City Hall, thus demonstrating that supporting play was a 
community commitment. The First Minister for Wales gave 
examples of how the government works to support playing 
children, the Chairperson of Play Wales referred to her early 
beginnings in playwork after training as a youth and 
community worker. This distinguished the conference as not 
just another about children and play as a subject of advocacy 
or study, but as a basis for community development.  

IPA conferences have the advantage of the meeting of old 
friends – which establishes a friendly and informal 
atmosphere. From the beginning, a positive atmosphere and a 
supportive context was provided by the many local Welsh 
workers and their engagement. From my reading of the 
submitted abstracts and a personal 'tasting' of the 
programme they succeeded in creating a blend of exciting 
new ideas and descriptions of sound practice. 

Tovah Klein PhD 

Director, Barnard Center for Toddler 
Development 

Psychology Professor, Barnard 
College, New York NY 

 

 

Inspired by hundreds of people committed to making play the 
centerpiece of children’s lives ...  How could I not be? On a 
whim, I submitted a proposal to contribute to the 50th 
Anniversary conference of the International Play Association 
in Cardiff, Wales. And it was accepted. ‘A conference 
committed to play? What a great idea!’ I thought. So off I 
went, with my oldest child (a newly minted teen). I came back 
renewed and inspired. 

Why? 
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Nearly 500 people together who believe that play is vital to 
sustaining healthy childhoods and the future of humanity. No 
talk of ‘Is play a good thing?’ no need to prove that play helps 
children. No discussion of ‘should children play?’ The shared 
starting point was that children must play and that the 
continued assault on opportunities to play was detrimental in 
profound ways. What children were losing by not being able 
to play was hurting entire societies – whether due to lack of 
safe places, time for, or devaluing play.  

Another inspiration – hearing a wide range of speakers, in 
large and small ways, note that their work (in biology, 
education, architecture, risk management, psychology) was 
going against the grain ... I am not alone. Yet here, we wanted 
to hear what they had to say; we all knew the value of the 
work and were eager to learn what they knew.  

Visiting – a school where children build fires and play in the 
rain, and are in touch with nature, regardless of the weather; 
preschoolers who whittle sticks and built a fire to roast their 
marshmallows. This would never be accepted in American 
schools. It reminded me of the pleasure my own children have 
camping deep in the woods. Finding wood, building and then 
stoking the fire are highlights of camping. Here, urban 
preschoolers of all backgrounds were experiencing this 
pleasure while learning to respect and take care of nature and 
its elements. 

The Make a Noise play festival – filled with challenges, and 
though supervised, children followed their own direction; 
where children and adults played; took risks; and conquered 
self-defined challenges on ropes and improvised swings and in 
the mud. I even managed a few steps on an elastic slack-line! 
It renewed my faith that when people come together, 
committed to play, committed to children, there is power in 
our numbers and our ideas. That we have to keep pushing 
ahead for what we know in our hearts and our minds children 
so desperately need. 

And finally – I was inspired by exploring every old arcade of 
Cardiff, including the violin-maker’s workshop, with my son.  

Memorable. 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: The keynote addresses are on the IPA Conference 
website and will be for up to one year if members wish to 
access them. 
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How playing fields 
kept on vanishing – 
despite Labour vow 
By Sarah Harris  

Last updated at 11:00 AM on 01/06/11 

Successful planning applications 
have doubled  

142 school playing fields were 
sold off since 2001 

5,000 playing fields sold off 
under last Tory government  

 

 

Reprinted from 

 
 

 

Hundreds of playing fields and thousands of plots of 
recreational land are being built on despite the growing obesity 
crisis, it emerged last night. 

Campaigners warned that youngsters face ‘sadder childhoods’ 
and poorer health prospects as the amount of land where they 
can play falls steadily. 

Disappearing: There were 48 applications to build on playing 
fields in 2008/09 – almost double 2001/02 when there were 25 

When Tony Blair came to No. 10 in 1997 Labour promised to 
‘end the policy of forcing schools to sell off playing fields’. 
Despite repeated pledges, sales continued. During that period a 
total of 238 applications to build on playing fields were 
approved despite objections by Sport England. In addition, 142 
school playing fields have been sold off entirely since 2001. 

Sport England, which compiled the figures, must be consulted 
about playing field planning applications. This means it has a 
major say in decisions about whether to allow building on 
playing fields, although local councils, planning inspectors or 
ministers can ignore its recommendations. 

Under planning law Sport England does not object to a planning 
application which affects part of a playing field that is 
unsuitable for a sports pitch. This might be a small area where 
children could run about. The figures show that 2,386 
applications were approved on such plots between 2001 and 
2009. Numbers rose from 201 in 2001/2 to 367 in 2008/9.  

Sport England points out that in many cases, the application is 
good for the playing field as a whole. For example, it can lead to 
the building of a sports pavilion. 

Although there are no official statistics, an estimated 5,000 
playing fields were sold off between 1981 and 1997 when the 
Conservatives were in power. Campaigners fear that children 
are at risk of missing out on playing freely on recreational land 
as formal sporting facilities are developed instead. 

Catherine Prisk, director of Play England said: ‘If children don’t 
have time or space to play freely it can have big impacts on 
their health, their well-being and their future life chances. 

‘In respect to sport, they need spaces to run around, to develop 
friendships and develop teamwork. If they don’t build those 
skills up they will have a much sadder childhood.’ 

Sport England insisted that playing fields will be further 
protected and improved thanks to a new £10million National 
Lottery fund. It will help bring disused playing fields back into 
use, improve the condition of pitches and allow the purchase of 
new playing field land. 

A Sport England spokesman said: ‘Thanks to our statutory role, 
over 95 per cent of applications affecting playing fields now see 
sports provision being improved or safeguarded.’ 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/


 

IPA EWNI Newsbrief |October 2011 

8 

  

We contacted all the key 
note speakers (and a few 
others) about Playing into 
the Future and asked them 
for their thoughts on play.  

Here’s what we they said – what do you think? 

Please send us your thoughts – or your Big Secret 

Marc Bekoff  

Animal Biologist; Keynote speaker 

What ‘big secret’ could you share about play?  

Play is obviously a very important activity that is important for 
training for the unexpected  

How have you come to the thoughts 
about play you hold? 

Through my own research and interacting with people who 
realize the importance of play 

Where would you like play to be in 5 
years? 

Kids all over the world can play as much as they like 

 

Best moment of the conference? Meeting all the wonderful delegates 

Keith Towler 

Children’s Commissioner for Wales; 
Keynote speaker 

What ‘big secret’ could you share about play?  

Play is a fundamental plank of every child’s growing up 

How have you come to the thoughts 
about play you hold? 

Through my own experiences as a child and as Children’s 
Commissioner for Wales meeting children and people in Wales 
where the importance and significance of play is so apparent 
everywhere. That barriers to play are cause mainly by adults 
and children are upset when they are denied the chance to play 

Playing into the Future – surviving 
and thriving; where would you like 

play to be in 5 years? 

In 5 years I’d like to see more open access play, with children 
play recognised as a full right where they can explore and roam 
freely in the environment. 

In 50 years I hope that we no longer have to concentrate on 
play as it would be so integrated into our way of life and is 
accepted by all. 

Donne Buck 

IPA EWNI Lifetime Member 

What ‘big secret’ could you share about play?  

Everybody needs to play irrespective of age, though for children 
to develop to full human beings need local authorities, parents 
and everyone with influence on children lives to support the best 
play possible; anything less is as depriving as any other loss in 
their lives. 

How have you come to the thoughts 
about play you hold? 

Having a playful childhood myself and over the years observing 
children and working with children. Then later reading up on key 
theories and meeting influential people such as Lady Allen. 

Playing into the Future – surviving 
and thriving; where would you like 

play to be in 5 years? 

Good environmental play available for every child in every area, 
built up from the community, so that it is stable and continuing. 
Ideally this would be supported by national and local authority 
policy so that is obligatory rather than ‘ optional’. 

Best moment of the conference? Sorry don’t know, I could not afford to attend! 

  

Playing into the Future – My Big Secret 
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Use Gift Aid and you can make 
your donation worth more. 

For every pound you give us, we 
get an extra 28 pence from the 
Inland Revenue.  

Yes please treat all my 
donations from 6 April 2000 and 
until further notice as Gift Aid. 

To qualify for Gift Aid, what you 
pay in income tax or capital gains 
tax must equal the amount we 
will claim in the tax year. 

 

Membership 

Although a touch bijou for an area with 
EWNI's population, membership has 
continued to climb ahead of previous 
years. By October EWNI had 80 
members – from pensioners to students 
and from practitioners to educators.  

Interest in joining the branch was 
particularly strong during the IPA 
International Conference, Cardiff as 
people became more aware of what IPA 
was about. 

Thank you, Bob (Membership) 

Please show which category you are 
eligible for: 

 

Category Total 
subscription 

Individuals under 18 
years 

Free 

Individuals over 65 
years 

£11.00 

Individuals Students, 
Voluntary workers  

£15.00 

Individuals Others £30.00 

Groups – 
Voluntary/Community  

£50.00 

Groups – 
Statutory/National  

£75.00 

Benefactors £150.00 

We're moving towards January 1st when 2012 
subs will become due.  

Please join IPA again and help the EWNI branch to continue to 
grow and move forward though your continued participation. 

Item Details 

First name or 
initial 

 

Last name  

Familiar name  

Address  

 

 

 

Organisation if 
applicable 

 

 

Title  

Work phone  

Home phone  

Mobile phone  

Fax  

Email  

Profession or 
interests 

 

 

For internal 
Use 

 

 

 

Please complete your details above and send, together with 
your subscription fee, to the address below. Note that 
information supplied by you will only be used in connection 
with your membership. 

IPA EWNI welcomes as members all individuals and groups who 
share our current aims and are able to contribute to our work. 

I wish to subscribe to the England, Wales and Northern Ireland 
Branch of the International Play Association (IPA EWNI).  

Signed:      Date: 

Don’t forget to include your subscription, payable to ‘IPA 
EWNI’ 

Return a copy of this form to playeducation@ntlworld.com  

mailto:playeducation@ntlworld.com
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Join IPA EWNI 
If you would like to join IPA EWNI, an 
organisation devoted to promoting 
and protecting the child’s right to play 
please visit: http://www.ipa-
ewni.org.uk see ‘Membership’ and 
download an application pack. 

 

Keeping in touch  
Have we got your current contact 
details? If not please contact Bob 
Hughes, Membership Secretary: 
playeducation@ntlworld.com  

 

Contribute  

If you are an IPA EWNI member and 
would like to contribute to future 
issues of this Newsbrief please contact 
the acting editor, Paul Hocker: 

paulhocker@gmail.com  

 

IPA EWNI is a Registered Charity in 
England No. 1094980 

 

We are part of IPA World: 
http://ipaworld.org 

Benefactor Member 

 

Play England has a new full-time Director 
September 2011 

The National Children's Bureau announced that Catherine 
Prisk, has been appointed full-time Director of Play England, 
effective as of the 15 September 2011. She brings with her 
not only a love and enthusiasm for children's play and the play 
sector, but also her background in championing children's 
opportunities to play, in education and early years, in skills 
policy and in urban and rural regeneration programmes. 

Adrian Voce OBE will be stepping down as Director of Play 
England, having steered the organisation to great success over 
the past five years, delivering two large-scale and high profile 
national funding programmes. The impact of this work has 
been widely felt across the country: many children have 
better places to play; the importance and value of play is 
more widely understood; and the play sector, 
notwithstanding the challenges it now faces, has matured and 
grown. In recognition of his extensive contribution to 
improving the lives of children and their services, Adrian was 
awarded an OBE in June of this year. 

Robin Sutcliffe, Acting Chair of the Play England Council, said: 
‘While we are very sorry to say goodbye to Adrian and thank 
him for all his outstanding achievements, we are confident 
that Catherine's intelligent, energetic and collaborative 
approach will ensure that Play England continues to flourish.  

‘Our focus will be on meeting the challenges of the future and 
on harnessing the energy of our key partners and the wider 
play sector in the cause of children's play.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adventure is an adventure into the unknown. True 
play is without predetermined direction or 

definition.  

We are to explore, to learn as deeply as we can, to 
probe and experiment, and above all to laugh. 

Brian Swimme (1984) 

 

Be part of IPA EWNI  
 

http://www.ipa-ewni.org.uk/
http://www.ipa-ewni.org.uk/
mailto:playeducation@ntlworld.com
mailto:paulhocker@gmail.com
http://ipaworld.org/
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A few moments from the Playing into the Future IPA World 
Conference in July 2011, Cardiff 
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