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Welcome to Newsbrief; we hope you find it useful 
and informative. As well as news from members, 
there are important opportunities to contribute to 
events and the work of IPA. 

In conjunction with the IPA World event in July 
2011, we are publishing Newsbrief in line with the 
themes of the conference, so we focus this edition 
on Play – Individual and Social.  

Our next edition will be available 26 May – the 
theme is Communications and Networking. The 
final Newsbrief this year will be 12 October – 
Playing into the Future. 

If you have any short (400-500) articles or longer 
papers (1,000 words) on these themes, please send 
them to the Communications Group c/o 
info.ludemos@virgin.net by 26 May or 12 October.  

As you will see, there are other sections in the 
magazine, so please feel free to send in any relevant 
material. 

In this issue: 

 IPA work 

 General Comment 

 Notice of AGM 

 IPA 50th Anniversary 
Conference  

 Playwork Exchanging 

 Paul Bonel 

 Lifetime Member 

 Natural Environments  

 Supporting Social and 
Individual Play 

 Three Counties 
Community Play  

 Dark Play 

 EWNI Committee  

 Keeping in touch  

 Contribute 

Editorial statement 

IPA EWNI aims to inform, invigorate, critique and enhance 
research, policy and practice relating to play, environments for 

play and playwork 

The views expressed in articles in Newsbrief and the IPA EWNI 
website are those of the author and may not reflect the policy of 

IPA EWNI, nor should publication be taken or assumed as an 
endorsement by IPA EWNI of those views. 

When times get 
serious, it is more 

important than 
ever that we play 

Gwen Gordon 

Issue 12: April 2011  
 

Future Themes 
 

mailto:info.ludemos@virgin.net
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General Comment on 
Article 31 of The UN 
Convention  

The Right to Play is to receive 
increased attention from UN 
Committee on the Rights of the 
Child. Article 31 will be the subject of 
a General Comment, the aim of 
which is to increase state 
accountability. 

 

1.  UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child 

The UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child was approved by the 
United Nations in 1989 and since 
ratified by almost every country in 
the world.  It is often referred to as 
‘a visionary document’ – one that is 
influencing the way we think about 
children. 

It is the first treaty to include 
developmental elements of 
children’s lives, thus enabling a 
holistic approach to the well-being of 
children.  It includes the Child’s Right 
to Play: article 31. 

 

Mike Greenaway, Chair IPA 
EWNI/Director Play Wales 

2.  Article 31 of the UN Convention 

There are a number of components incorporated in article 31.  
The wording is as follows:  

Full text of article 31: 

1. States Parties recognise the right of the child to rest 
and leisure, to engage in play and recreational activities 
appropriate to the age of the child and to participate 
freely in cultural life and the arts. 

2. States Parties shall respect and promote the right of 
the child to participate fully in cultural and artistic life 
and shall encourage the provision of appropriate and 
equal opportunities for cultural, artistic, recreational and 
leisure activity. 

3.  UN General Comments 

A General Comment is an official statement adopted by the UN 
Committee on the Rights of the Child that elaborates on the 
meaning of an aspect of the Convention that seems to require 
further interpretation or emphasis.  The aim of the General 
Comment is to increase state accountability.  

To date there are 12 such General Comments issued from the 
year 2001.  These include: 

 No. 7  Implementing child rights in early childhood 2005 

 No. 9 The rights of children with disabilities 2006 

 No.11 Indigenous children and their rights  2009 

 No.12  The right of the child to be heard 2009 

A full list can be found on the website of the UN Committee on 
the Rights of the Child, (General Comments) as well as the 
complete texts.  

There are currently two General Comments ‘in the pipeline’ one 
on Violence Against Children (article 19) and the other on Best 
Interests of the Child.  Article 31 is now on the list! 

4.  General Comment on Article 31  

IPA members first discussed a General Comment on article 31 in 
its 2008 Council meeting in Hong Kong.  An ‘action step’ to 
pursue this goal was approved by Council and included in IPA’s 
2008 – 2011 strategic plan. IPA made the initial request to the UN 
Committee in May 2008.    

Support of other international organizations was sought and 
received.  IPA’s eight supporting organizations are:  

Right to Play International, World Leisure Association, 
International Paediatrics Association, International Council on 
Children’s Play, World Organization for Early Childhood Education 
(OMEP), International Toy Library Association, the European 
Child Friendly Cities Network, and Child Watch International.  

 The work of IPA 
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What will the General Comment do? 

The General Comment will  provide guidance to ‘States Parties’ 
(governments of the 192 countries which are signatories to the 
Convention) with regard to the provisions of the Convention in 
relation to play and recreation, rest and leisure, cultural life and 
the arts.  It will raise awareness of the importance of these in the 
everyday lives of children worldwide.  

We hope to position article 31 more centrally within the fuller 
context of the UN Convention, illustrating the indivisibility of 
Convention articles, and also to put some emphasis on the role of 
unstructured or ‘free’ play which is facing increasing challenges.  

A fundamental goal of the General Comment will be to influence 
States Parties to include the provisions of article 31 in their 
national UNCRC implementation plans, for which all signatories 
have an obligation to develop. IPA groups all over the world will 
be invaluable in making this a reality!  

The General Comment on article 31 will be a useful tool in 
harnessing worldwide energy to promote the children’s right to 
play worldwide. Governments and authorities can play a key role 
in helping to ensure that children grow up in conditions where 
they can exercise their right to play. 

5.  Next Steps and IPA Involvement 

It is too early for us to be specific, but IPA will be closely involved 
in the development of this paper.  The preparation of each 
General Comment has been very different.  It is likely there will 
be a broadly represented ‘expert advisory panel’ and a core 
working group which will work closely with a UN Committee focal 
group. We will keep you informed of progress in this regard.  

The time-frame for the development of the actual General 
Comment through to its final approval by the UN Committee will 
likely be approximately two years.  

Valerie Fronczek – IPA Communications 
ipacommunications@shaw.ca  

Notice of AGM  

– IPA EWNI 

12 May 2011 

University of Greenwich 
Room Queen Anne 010 

Queen Anne Court 
Maritime Greenwich Campus 

Old Royal Naval College 
Park Row, London, SE10 9LS 

The IPA EWNI AGM will be held 1.00-2.00 pm 12 May 2011 

We have agreed to work in conjunction with the School of 
Education, University of Greenwich for the Launch of the Centre 
for the Study of Play and Recreation.  

Members will be able to attend the launch, hear papers free of 
charge, and attend the brief AGM. 

Admission is free but registration is required: please contact 
Sheryl Clark at: playandrecreation@greenwich.ac.uk  

Please keep the date free in your diaries, full 
details will be sent to Members in April. 

  

mailto:ipacommunications@shaw.ca
mailto:playandrecreation@greenwich.ac.uk
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Coincidence, or a job for 
Mulder and Scully? 

We started planning the IPA 2011 
Cardiff conference in 2008.  
Somewhere at the same time in an 
alternative universe (up the road at 
Cardiff University), another group of 
people was planning an IPA 
conference for Cardiff in 2011.  Only 
this time it was the 6th International 
Conference in Interpretive Policy 
Analysis.   

We have been in contact with the 
organizers and shared good wishes for 
two successful IPA conferences in 
Cardiff this summer.  

 

Playing into the Future – 
surviving and thriving 
IPA 50th Anniversary Conference, Cardiff  

4 – 7 July 2011 

There are four months to go – Play Wales reports on progress 
so far ... 

Who’ll be there? 

We have delegate bookings and presentations planned from 
IPA members coming from: 

Australia, Brazil, Canada, England, Germany, Hong Kong, India, 
Irish Republic, Japan, Netherlands, Northern Ireland, Norway, 
Philippines, Portugal, Scotland, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, USA, 
and Wales. 

We are working hard on the provisional programme (with the 
help of an Advisory Group of learned play people) and it is 
packed with a wide range of stimulating contributions from 
many disciplines and from non-IPA members from the countries 
above but also from Iran, Iraq, Romania, and many more.   

Please go to www.ipa2011.org/programme to find out more. 

IPA at the conference 

One key element of IPA’s triennial conference is the General 
Meeting of IPA members – this takes place on Tuesday 5 July at 
the conference venue.   

Among other IPA contributions, IPA world consultation 
facilitators will present on the findings in the report that helped 
us to secure a General Comment on Article 31.  Professor 
Lothar Krappmann (who until recently sat on the UN Children’s 
Committee) will present on the significance of securing a UN 
General Comment on Article 31 of the UNCRC. 

50th Anniversary celebrations 

IPA Camp Celebrate IPA’s half century at the IPA camp, 
taking place over the weekend before the conference.  
The IPA Executive Board and Council are meeting at the 
camp so as to join in with the campfires and 
camaraderie. 

Presidents’ Reception At 6.30pm on 6 July at City Hall a 
drinks reception for IPA member delegates at the 
conference, with past and present Presidents of IPA. 

50th Anniversary Party At 7.30 on 6 July an opportunity 
for IPA member delegates to make merry and toast an 
important birthday. 

 

http://www.ipa2011.org/programme
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To develop the work of 
IPA, the International 
Board agreed a strategic 
plan for 2008-2011, with 
work being tasked to five 
Strategy Groups looking 
specifically at UN 
Agencies, membership, 
funding and playwork 
training/exchange  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Role of IPA Regional 
Vice President (Europe)  

Dr Ute Navidi who has successfully 
carried out this role, has been 
nominated for the role (Nominator 
– Jeanette Fich Jespersen; 
Denmark Seconder – Henrik 
Tarpvang; Denmark) and will be 
serving for another year.  

Our thanks go to Ute for 
taking on this role. 

 

 

Membership comes through the branches with a Board Member as 
a link. The Playwork Training and Exchange Strategy Group is 
comprised of representatives from Scotland, Japan, Canada, India, 
Northern Ireland and is chaired by Brian Ashley (Sweden). The 
main objective of this group is to develop international projects. 

Discussions via e-mail have been ongoing during the past 3 years. 
Initially our main objective was to support the development of 
trained Playworkers. The definition of Playworkers encompasses 
both full and part time, paid and unpaid, personnel employed in 
face-to-face work in situations developing opportunities for free 
play of children and youth.  

Consultation showed that playwork courses were being developed 
in a number of countries at different levels with differing 
standards. These were often on the initiative of independent 
educational or training institutions, each with their own entry 
requirement, curriculum and qualification. 

This posed a challenge for the group in finding a way forward that 
would enable a general agreement on standards that could be 
consistently applied on an international level. Following discussion, 
it was agreed as a priority objective to work toward the recognition 
of trained playworkers as a profession. To enable this, this 
objective is to be placed on the agenda of every international IPA 
Conference and gathering of members. 

As the next stage, the group has decided to prioritise the 
promotion of playwork exchange as our main area of work. This 
will involve establishing a system of approved and supervised 
placements in professional playwork situations and a system for 
exchange of playworkers wishing to gain practical experience in 
other playwork situations. These proposals are seen as important 
steps towards developing the profession of playwork and to 
improving the practical elements in professional training for 
playwork. The proposals were given a sounding at the recent IPA 
Conference in Karlstad which indicated that there are a number of 
work organisations which would be able to provide work 
experience.  

The next stage involves the proposals being agreed by the IPA 
Council at their meeting in Cardiff during the IPA International 
Conference. If the recommendations are accepted, the Committee 
will explore a pilot exchange. There are a few issues that will need 
to be addressed for this project to proceed. The main difficulty is 
financing the exchange of workers. One suggestion is to confine 
the exchange to a reciprocal two-way exchange between two 
employing agencies. Through this the employing agency would 
continue to employ the worker while in the exchange situation. 

Other suggestions have been for the homeworker to work with the 
exchange worker and then to reverse roles. Various opinions 
suggest placements vary from 3 months to one year. Language was 
not seen as a major obstacle – as play needs no language! 

 Playwork Exchanging – Update  
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Many people will have heard of 
the passing, after developing 
cancer, of Paul Bonel, the head of 
the Playwork Unit at SkillsActive. 
It is with sadness that we report 
this, though remember Paul for 
his passion and commitment to 
the cause of children’s play in the 
UK.  

There have been many tributes to 
Paul in recent weeks, most 
notably through SkillsActive and 
with the honouring of Paul at the 
9th National Playwork 
Conference in Eastbourne.  

Our members add their memories 
here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Paul was one of those people that was invaluable in the 
playwork profession's drive for recognition.  Rarely flashy or 
headstrong but someone who put his heart and soul into 
Playwork in a way that just kept getting it to the top of 
agendas. I think he had a real inner strength and belief in the 
cause. Doug Cole 

I first knew Paul Bonel in the 1980s when we were both play 
development Officers, he for London Adventure Playgrounds 
Association, me for Southwark Borough Council. I credit Paul 
with introducing me to playwork thinker, Bob Hughes through an 
invitation to a LAPA training session about 1986.  

I have lots of memories about Paul over the years, as he came to 
head the Playwork Unit and we worked together on many 
conference platforms and in national planning meetings. He was 
a significant player in the playwork world as an author and at 
Sprito/SkillsActive, always working with a quiet grace towards 
the betterment of children’s lives through play. He was also a 
father, a poet and musician. Perry Else 

I didn’t know Paul very well before I went to Hong Kong to the 
play conference in 2008.  He was one of the names that you 
heard about and saw at conferences.  He could not have been 
more kind and interesting.  I was doing a presentation on the 
first day about our work in prisons and he was very interested 
in what we were doing.  He invited my colleague and me to tag 
along with him and some of his team for meals etc and really 
helped to make the whole experience great fun, as well as a 
good learning experience.  We spent one day tripping around 
antique/junk shops with him, hoping to find hidden treasures 
such as Ming Dynasty stuff but mainly found Chairman Mao 
collectables.  Life is short but I will remember that trip with 
fond memories. Karen Wilkinson 

My memories of Paul date back to the late 90s and early 2000s 
when we worked fairly closely together from time to time, as the 
heads of the two most prominent government-funded play 
agencies.  

While clear and passionate about his values and vision, Paul was 
always realistic and constructive about what was possible, even 
though that did not always go down well with some. Playwork 
needs its revolutionaries, but it also needs people like Paul 
willing to work on the inside, even if the system is less than 
perfect. For that, and for what he achieved as a result, we owe 
him a great debt. Tim Gill, former director, Children's Play Council 
(now Play England)  

Tim’s statement is also shown on the SkillsActive web page, with 
many others who knew Paul  – 
http://www.skillsactive.com/news/2643_tribute_to_paul_bonel  

 

  

 Paul Bonel     1947-2011 

http://www.skillsactive.com/news/2643_tribute_to_paul_bonel
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Keith Cranwell explains why he 
nominated Donne Buck for Lifetime 
Membership of IPA EWNI 

 

 

 

 
Honorary Lifetime 
Members  

The award of an Honorary Lifetime 
Membership may be proposed by two 
or more members of IPA EWNI. 
Proposals will be heard at and decided 
by a quorate meeting of the PA EWNI 
committee in line with the criteria for 
the award. 

Criteria for consideration as a Hon. 
Lifetime Member 

 Significant and extensive 
contribution to the work of IPA  

 or a contribution that informed, 
invigorated, critiqued and/or 
enhanced research, policy and/or 
practice relating to play, 
environments for play and/or 
playwork 

Receipt of the award will be 
celebrated with an article in Newsbrief 
and/or an appropriate item at a 
General Meeting. 

 

Born in New Zealand in 1934, at 21 Donne migrated to London 
looking for his family roots and work with children and 
families. He enrolled on a university course in sociology and 
spent the next year looking for opportunities. In 1957, Donne 
volunteered as a helper at Lollard Adventure Playground, 
Lambeth, one of the first adventure playgrounds in England. Four 
years later, he completed his training as a teacher whilst working 
weekends and holidays as a volunteer on various adventure 
playgrounds in London. Donne’s work at Notting Hill Playground 
was recognised through an invitation to undertake a study, 
commissioned by the Ford Foundation of New York, on the 
effects of the playground's work on a group of troubled 
teenagers using it. Donne also became involved in the setting up 
and running of national campaigns such as Fair Play for Children. 
When FPFC's government funding was withdrawn, the work 
continued with Donne as chairperson; a position he held for 
many years. Donne worked with several bodies involved in play 
to create the National Committee for the Safety of Children at 
Play.  

In 1967 he moved with his wife Elisabeth and two daughters to 
Stevenage New Town, where the local voluntary management 
committee appointed him to run the first adventure playground 
in the East of England. Building on this success he helped develop 
several other adventure playgrounds in adjoining 
neighbourhoods, all of which survive to this day. Donne was 
appointed as Children's Play Officer to the new Peterborough 
Development Corporation in 1970. There his work was 
instrumental in creating play facilities and services, including the 
Peterborough Play Council, which provided a forum for the 
development of play programmes such as a playbus and 
scrapstore. In 1985 this post finished and he retrained as a 
teacher and worked in local schools until retirement.  

Donne has been a member of IPA since 1969, after paying his first 
year's subscription he served on the Management Committee for 
several years – for a time editing Newsbrief. He has also 
represented IPA on the committee of the Lady Allen Memorial 
Trust. With Elisabeth, he has participated in several IPA 
International Conferences, making many valued friendships 
throughout the world which are maintained through email.  

Donne has made a large contribution to play in the UK. He has 
written extensively in IPA PlayRights and contributed to other 
play publications, including Risk and Safety in Children's Play. 

In 1995 Donne joined Peterborough University of the Third Age, 
where he runs a group called Roses and Castles, decorating 
household and garden artefacts in the style of the English canal 
artists, where his teaching and play skills are well to the fore. 

Donne’s lifetime in play is remarkable as it spans the early days of 
adventure play and the development of play in the community. It 
is for his contribution to our work that we make the small gesture 
of Lifetime Membership of IPA EWNI.  

 Donne Buck – Hon. Lifetime Member  
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Elisabeth Buck MBE has worked in children's play since 1961, 
when she became a volunteer at the first Notting Hill Adventure 
Playground, London. Elisabeth's work with the under fives led to 
the research project she reports on here. 
 

  

Building on the success of the New Ark Adventure Playground the 
New Ark Nature Garden and Eco Centre were created in 2000. 
This helped the centre to provide a session a week for all local 
children in the Foundation Stage. 

The New Ark Nature Garden and City Farm are approx 1 acre in 
area and include a forest area with mature trees, a child designed 
play structure, a living willow dome, a holly tunnel, digging areas, 
herb and gardening area, an orchard, open play area and a 
paddock for sheep and goats and the City Farm with small 
animals and poultry. The area is also home for a wide range of 
wildlife – birds, frogs, toads, foxes, squirrels. The wildlife, trees 
and plants in the New Ark garden are the most important play 
and learning equipment that the children have; those are 
supplemented by a range of loose parts including crates, tyres, 
paint and chalks, guttering and drainpipes, buckets and 
containers, gardening and woodwork tools, fabric and tarpaulins. 
Protective waterproof suits and boots are provided for all 
children and staff so that they can experiment with water, gravel, 
and mud in all weathers and can explore the environment using 
all their senses. 

The Research 

The New Ark Nature Garden was developed to provide the 
richest play environment possible for children. A member of staff 
visited Finland and Denmark to research outdoor nursery 
provision, which had a major influence on what was offered; 

 

 

Elisabeth Buck qualified as a speech 
and drama teacher at the Central 
School where she met Donne. In 1967, 
married and with two daughters they 
moved to Stevenage where Donne ran 
the first adventure playground and 
Elisabeth developed a pre-school 
playground on the site. 

Later in Peterborough, Elisabeth 
developed a new provision called the 
New Ark; it accommodated a 
playgroup, afterschool and holiday 
play activities, all run by local 
volunteers. In 1979, the United 
Nations International Year of the 
Child, the New Ark Committee gained 
funding to run a permanent adventure 
playground with professional 
playworkers; this opened in 1981. It 
has since been developed to include a 
playgroup, a city farm, resource centre 
for school refusers and an ecology 
centre. As well as managing and 
operating the preschool activities, 
Elisabeth has coordinated all aspects 
of the work of New Ark.  

In recognition of her achievements 
Elisabeth was awarded the MBE in 
2009.  

 

Playing and Learning in a Natural Environment 
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training was provided for staff to extend their ability to cover the 
Foundation Stage curriculum outdoors. The children soon 
confirmed the staff belief that an exciting and stimulating 
environment had been created.  

The children used the whole area, found the 'secret' places, and 
enjoyed exploring and using the loose materials. They wanted to 
'work' helping staff with maintenance tasks, feeding wild birds 
and the farm animals – they wanted to be outside whatever the 
weather. The staff soon realised that the best trainers were the 
children themselves. Staff also learnt that detailed planning for 
adult-led activities out of doors was not successful. Staff provided 
a framework for each session but could never be sure where the 
children would take it. The nature of the New Ark Garden meant 
that children were free to explore and investigate whatever and 
whenever they wanted. 

Good quality materials and equipment were needed, though 
were introduced gradually; different types of equipment 
supported different forms of play. 

For example, blocks of wood of varying sizes were available and 
some children were using sandpaper to smooth them. Another 
group was digging in the mud. One child started taking wood 
blocks to the mud pit to make a building site, others got on with 
building a wall. 'I'm in charge,' said one – 'Hurry up and make us 
some more bricks!' Eventually the whole group, staff included, 
were working in the brick works or on the building site. An adult-
led approach could never have resulted in that session. 

Support and training 

New Ark staff have made visits to outdoor play settings in 
particular the Forest School in Worcestershire. This visit was 
inspirational for the New Ark staff, confirming their beliefs and 
ways of working, giving them confidence to go further by 
adapting Forest School principles to suit their situation. Since 
2005 staff have completed Basic Forest Schools Training and are 
proceeding through Advanced Forest Schools Training. 

The New Ark staff use a method of planning based on that of 
Forest Schools; it suits their method of retrospective planning in 
that learning objectives are left open, the children are observed 
as they play and their learning is recorded at the end of the 
session. Careful observation is important, photographs and notes 
are made during each session. Photographs are useful for 
reminding children of what they were doing and for sharing with 
parents. Staff can use them to help with evaluation, which is 
considered an important part of each session. The emphasis is on 
partnership in learning – staff know they must be prepared to 
abandon plans in favour of child-led activities and discoveries; 
sessions must be flexible. 

 

 

 

 

Findings 

New Ark has found that the whole of 
the Foundation Stage curriculum may 
be covered out of doors. The research 
shows that regular access to play in a 
natural environment significantly 
helps to develop children's social skills 
– they are able to work with adults 
and other children, they are willing to 
take a lead and help each other. The 
play develops confidence and 
willingness to try new things, they are 
able to make choices and decisions – 
and they have developed an 
understanding of the needs of the 
animals on the City Farm and in the 
wild areas. The research showed that 
the natural environment encourages 
creativity and improves 
communication skills. The staff and 
children have become acutely 
appreciative of the ecology of the 
garden, City Farm and surrounding 
environment. 

For further details please contact: 

Elisabeth Buck  

New Ark Adventure Playground,       
Hill Close, Reeves Way, Peterborough 
PE1 5LZ 

01733 340605 eybuck@gmail.com 
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 ‘Designing in opportunities for individual and social play is an 
essential part of a natural play scheme,’ says Jane’s Pond.  

Children will get enjoyment from the simplest of things. The 
young child at Christmas who spends longer playing with the box 
and the wrapping paper than the toy inside does not mean that 
the toy was rubbish but that imagination can make a box and 
some wrapping paper into all sorts of exciting things – a house, a 
car, a toy rabbit’s burrow, a mask, a puppet theatre... what the 
child often lacks is the licence to play. Creative play needs very 
little in terms of ‘kit’ but put together with a well-designed 
environment can maximise opportunities for individual and social 
play.  

Social Play  

Play that encourages social interaction helps children to talk to 
each other, make friendships, practice leadership and team work 
skills. Play opportunities arise when children are given a suitable 
environment, the ‘tools’, an idea and the licence to experiment.  

For example, in this school, the children have access to a Play Pod 
which is a steel container that has been fitted out with shelves 
and has been stocked with interesting bits and pieces and 
recycled stuff. At play time the children are encouraged to do 
what they like with it. The play ground has been landscaped to 
provide a variety of opportunities for open ended play – tarmac 
and grass mounds, timber structures, walls and seating.  

 One set of girls are having a duvet party using a pergola 
and some fabric.  

 Another group have created a make shift office under a 
picnic table.  

 Another group of children are organising a massive fancy 
dress party.  

In fact, it’s very difficult not to engage in social interaction if one 
has the task of creating something as a group.  

Here the children are playing with water, moving it from A to B 
via guttering, hand pumps and buckets. The children learn to put 
their ideas into practice and have to explain to the others what 
they need to do to make the whole thing work; when it collapses 
another child may take the lead or offer suggestions. Different 
children adopt different roles in the group. Some are in charge, 

some take orders, some 
just get shouted at for 
letting the whole thing 
collapse whether it was 
their fault or not.  

This type of play does not 
require major structural 
input but careful 
landscape design can 
provide spaces where 

 

  

www.janespond.co.uk     
info@janespond.co.uk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Social and Individual Play 
 

 

http://www.janespond.co.uk/
mailto:info@janespond.co.uk
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children can enjoy this form of social play by being non 
prescriptive, interesting and varied in what it offers. Planting, 
simple poles, changes of level, platforms, textures and loose 
materials are all useful elements in a well designed scheme.  

Individual Play  

At times people want or need to be alone or want to set 
themselves a personal challenge. A playful landscape will 
encourage children to explore a space and interact with it in 
different ways. A combination of planting, pathways, rocks, 
wood, gravel, grass, tarmac, different heights, different textures 
can become a source of endless and varied games. Children will 
choose what to do depending on their mood. Some will explore it 
alone, perhaps climbing a tree or going down the slide or on the 
swing. They may sit and play in the dirt with a toy car or make a 
secret den for themselves out of trees or create a miniature city 
for their Lego people out of stones and leaves and moss.  

The beauty of variety and choice  

 

If the environment provides lots of different ‘places’ children can 
choose whether they go where they feel safe and secure or 
somewhere challenging and scary, whether they go alone, with a 
friend or a group. Some places will be inviting and exciting and 
some – like large open areas – can feel big and scary and make 
people can feel very vulnerable.  

Well designed spaces should have places that offer variety – 
places that are high and low, wet and dry, soft and hard and use 
the natural environment to create play opportunities. Sand and 
water, mud, playing in the rain, puddles, climbing trees, 
clambering on and up and over rocks, tunnels, mounds of grass 
are all examples of natural play opportunities. Play equipment 
comes into its own here as it can provide sensations that are 
more challenging – sliding, spinning, climbing, hanging and 
balancing whilst also giving opportunities for both individual and 
social play to take place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Jane’s Pond Ltd, we value the 
opportunity of designing and 
building playful landscapes.  

We have worked in parks around 
Bristol and Bath; we have assisted 
schools and nurseries to develop 
playful outdoor spaces. We enjoy 
working with schools that have 
adopted the Play Pod concept that 
provides loose parts for children to 
play with during breaks. For more on 
Play Pods, see 
http://www.childrensscrapstore.co.u
k/Projects.htm  

© Jane Bain 

www.janespond.co.uk     
info@janespond.co.uk  

01454 202679 

http://www.childrensscrapstore.co.uk/Projects.htm
http://www.childrensscrapstore.co.uk/Projects.htm
http://www.janespond.co.uk/
mailto:info@janespond.co.uk
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Three Counties 
Community Play 
Project 

Three Counties Community Play 
Project in Wales works with 
local communities to raise the 
understanding of the vital 
importance of play to the lives 
of children and young people.  

The project works across the 
counties of Torfaen, Newport 
and Monmouthshire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on the 
project, please contact: 

Kate Rowberry 
Play Development Officer 
Three Counties Community Play 
Torfaen Voluntary Alliance 
01495 742471/079 740 413 69 

 

An audit was conducted across the Counties reached by the 
project that showed that there was a need to create further 
opportunities and places where children and young people can 
play freely and with confidence, and the knowledge that they are 
safe within the community. For example, within one area in 
Torfaen, it was identified that 72% of children felt worried about 
dogs, bullies, strangers or traffic whilst playing. Overall stranger 
danger emerged as the highest concern for children aged 7-11 
years. This research was conducted through consultation with 
children and young people within a school environment. As a result 
of this it has been acknowledged that children and young people 
require places where they can encounter a wide range of 
opportunities and possibilities – where the adults involved 
understand the nature and importance of all aspects of children's 
play and work to support it (Play Wales, 2006). 

Three Counties Community Play Project recognises the significance 
that play can bring to the development of children and young 
people. As stated within the Playwork Principles: 

The impulse to play is innate. Play is a biological, psychological and 
social necessity, and is fundamental to the healthy development 
and well-being of individuals and communities. Therefore play is a 
process that is freely chosen, personally directed and intrinsically 
motivated (Play Wales 2006). 

The project aims to achieve an attitudinal shift in those 
communities they work with to ensure that communities will be 
seen as supporting their children and young people to play, 
whether in play provisions, play spaces or open spaces in the 
community. Alongside this we hope to educate community 
members on the importance and significance that play has on the 
lives of children and young people. The project will provide 
opportunities to up-skill volunteers and equip them with the skills 
needed to sustain the provision. This will be done through 
developing soft skills, offering playwork courses with accredited 
qualifications. These will be provided in house and on a wider 
scale, varying from formal to informal sessions that will include 
planning an activity to playing games, with the aim that the play 
projects established will then be sustainable and community lead.  

The desired hope is to re-ignite community spirit and cohesion. It is 
felt that this is best achieved by bringing the community together 
to help identify the needs of their area. The advantages of 
community development are many, but to note a few would be 
helping to them to identify goals and interests and enriching the 
populace through training.  

In terms of measurements this work will be assessed by using a 
questionnaire, at the beginning of working with a community and 
at the end. By the end of the project, research carried out is 
expected to show a change in attitudes which will enable children 
to access their right to play in their own communities. The increase 
of opportunities and possibilities for children and young people are 
hoped to be increased and achieved by using and gaining access to 
community buildings, open spaces, parks and wooded areas. 

Re-igniting community spirit and cohesion 
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The Dark Side of Play 
 

Each society has dominant values and beliefs that decide what is proper and ‘normal’ for that group – play 
often challenges expectations of normality. In this paper, Perry Else looks at the darker side of play. 

Everything has at least two sides; different perspectives that reveal the essence of the object, the feeling or 
attitude we are interested in. What would day be like without night? Summer without winter? The 
individual without society? The opposite of what we wish for helps reveal the boundaries of our desire – in 
games we like to be chased but not always to be caught; the last chocolate in the pack tends to be the 
sweetest and the one most savoured. And so it is with play; while it is often celebrated for its benefits, play 
also has a dark side, which according to our viewpoint may be seen as silly and troublesome, naughty and 
cruel or dangerous and deadly. 

Play should be a process, done for the pleasure of the moment yet it often creates a product as well. It 
should be freely chosen by the player, yet if we don’t play what the others want, we’ll be playing on our 
own (Sutton-Smith 1997). The manner of playing should be decided by the child, but often is shaped by the 
environment or resources available. And play should be engaged in for its own sake, yet for the most part, 
adults make the rules in an aim to direct, limit or constrain playing – ‘Rules are one way in which adults are 
able to adopt positions of power in relation to children’ (Grieshaber and McArdle 2010:60).  

 In society there are many rules that affect children playing, from 
the obvious, ‘Keep off the grass’ to the subtle, ‘You can go 
outside when you have finished your tea/homework/ chores’ – 
permission is given but at a price. Numerous rules apply in many 
situations; the home, the friend’s home, the street, the park, the 
school, the after school club, the religious centre, the medical 
centre, the art gallery. It’s no wonder that children get confusing 
trying to remember what is ‘allowed’ where. This results in two 
opposing responses in children: ‘The over-protected child 
assumes there must be terrifying things out there if he needs so 
much protection and lives in fear’ (Philips 2005:61), yet ‘The 
child’s freedom... depends upon being able to treat orders and instructions as though they were also hints 
and suggestions; as open invitations rather than merely prescriptions’ (Philips 1998:90). Children need to 
break rules when growing up in order to find out where the edges of the frame are, both physically and 
psychically; they need to play with people, situations and the things they find. Without exploring, 
challenging and mastering the world around them, they are not fully alive nor can they truly understand 
how it all works – ‘Playing is a very serious activity that is part of our survival mechanism in the human 
world’ (Jennings 1995). 

This exploring is not scientific, it happens when it happens and in surprising ways. As a society we tend to 
look at things in a binary manner – in terms of black and white, yes and no, past and future – but reality is 
much more complex than that. Children are amazingly adaptable at subverting the ways things should be 
done:  

... on what is, for them, a most uncontrolled and unpredictable existence. If children are subject to a 
mysterious adult world where the control – if not the meaning – of events is often beyond them, 
they re-assert their power in play. (Bates 1999)  

Whether this assertion is considered good, helpful, challenging, naughty or dark is first and foremost 
assessed by the playing child, but also by those around them. There are many forms of play where children 
like to feel the thrill of being alive. Toddlers enjoy the ecstasy of the swing, shouting ‘Higher, higher!’ to the 
parent pushing them. That same thrill leads to climbing higher, riding faster and, eventually, to bungee 
jumping, parkour and other extreme sports – often without any safety equipment or crash mats. Sadly in 
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our society children are too often ‘banned’ from troublesome play that’s even slightly challenging for, ‘It’s 
too risky for staff, in that play could get out of control and children might be hurt’ (Grieshaber and McArdle 
2010:61). 

Toddlers also like the thrill of hide and seek, the magic of seeing things appear and 
disappear at will. Of course as children get older they understand that magic is not 
real, yet are still drawn to dark corners, secret drawers, cobwebbed rooms or caves 
where secrets are hidden and ghouls and monsters may appear. This fear of the 
unknown echoes the darkness within us all that Jung called the shadow, the part of 
ourselves that we chose to keep hidden from the world for fear that they see how 
we really are. Yet paradoxically, Jung also said that we all needed to let out the 
shadow from time to time, to let it see the daylight, and to come to see it as a 
healthy part of us as, ‘The less it is embodied in the individual's conscious life, the 
blacker and denser it is’ (Jung 1938). We need the dark in order for us to know 
what the light looks like. And of course one person’s worst nightmare is another’s 

favourite dream. 

For some, appearing on stage is the highlight of their week, for others it’s to be avoided at all costs. Playing 
roles can be seen as ‘healthy’ and funny if it’s in play or on the stage, but as criminal if it results in pretence, 
deception or fraud; once again we need to know the rules – and stick to them. In society, rules are the glue 
that aims to make it all work, the sense of roles and rights, place and responsibility. Woe betide the person 
who exposes the game for what it is or who dares to speak out for what they believe in – the naughty chair 
or time out awaits, or more seriously the prison, or the asylum for those who really don’t fit. 

We try to agree on the things that should not occur in ‘decent’ society; we set laws and policies to prevent 
nepotism, bullying, bigotry, race hate and violence. Yet often these policies do not work in society or with 
children – ‘Just you sit down and think about what you’ve done,’ overheard in a child care centre as a 
member of staff addresses a three-year old accused of ‘stealing’ something from another child. Does the 
child learn about the nature of right and wrong, or how to behave when shouted at by an adult – or how to 
‘borrow’ when no one is looking? (If only we could sit the bankers in a corner and ask them to think about 
what they have done.) 

Without peeking at the dark side of life from time to time, how will children learn how to protect 
themselves, how to develop resilience in the face of adversity? 

Playing helps to build resilience through developing regulation of emotions, attachment to peers 
and places, stress response systems, emotional health through pleasure and enjoyment, and 
physical health. (Lester and Russell 2008) 

It’s by being angry that we know what satisfaction feels like, being alone helps us know friendship, by 
visiting strange places that we know where home is; by being ill we appreciate our lives and abilities a little 
more. And what is normal anyway?  

Susan Grieshaber and Felicity McArdle (2010:29) say that, ‘Ideas about what is natural in children are 
selective. They are a conglomeration of science, tradition, history, culture, and other ideas. And they vary 
across time and place.’ In the western world, children are protected from the dark side of life, from harm 
whether physical or psychological, while in the rest of the world, children grow up without adults, caring for 
siblings, living in the street or in the forest using knives and tools, playing with and using fire – actions that 
are banned or considered irresponsible in many homes and settings in capitalist countries. Taking risks, 
playing with the elements of the world, exploring limits – it’s these actions that help us adapt to a hostile 
world; ‘Play is training for the unexpected’ as Marc Bekoff puts it. 

And what of the darkest corners of all? Being left out of the game, being picked on? Exploring sexuality, 
exploring sexual difference and deviance – do these have a place in ‘good’ play? 

Grieshaber and McArdle tell of an event that took place in a children’s setting with three girls playing 
‘Cinderella’ and a fourth watching from the sidelines. The helpful practitioner negotiated for the fourth to 
join the game and it continued for over 45 minutes. The teacher, for that was the practitioner, asked for a 
review of the session and the three girls animatedly told of their exploits as Cinders, the prince and so on. 



 

IPA EWNI Newsbrief |April 2011 

16 

The fourth child was silent, so the teacher asked; 

‘Who did Lulu play in your game?’ The girls quickly glanced at each 
other again, and one girl explained while the others looked at the 
floor: ‘Lulu was the piece of paper that was in front of the 
fireplace, collecting the cinders.’ Lulu nodded.                            
(Grieshaber and McArdle 2010:28) 

Was this dark play? It would seem that Lulu was not part of the game, yet 
she quietly colluded in playing the role of the piece of paper – ‘Lulu 
nodded’. It might be that her original interest in the game was enhanced 
when she was ‘invited’ to join the game by the teacher. Or she may have 
felt intimidated by the animated actions and familiarity of the others into a 
passive or subservient role, we can’t know. The researcher records that the girls ‘looked at the floor’ – an 
act of contrition in many cultures, yet they had happily played for 45 minutes with Lulu in the role of a piece 
of paper. What would happen in the game was to be repeated, would Lulu be elevated to the role of 
Cinders? Not likely.  

And what about sexuality? This is an aspect of play that is very rarely spoken of in practice as it can be a 
‘taboo subject’ and is often annihilated (stopped) or adulterated (changed) by the adults present in the play 
frame (Else 2009:57). Adults may feel embarrassed or threatened by children who are exploring their bodies 
and their gender and, ‘The grownups tell them that they need to know about something else; and they need 
to know about something else – call it culture – to distract them from what they are really interested in’ 
(Philips 1998:23). So where is the darkness here? Is it in the children exploring and trying to make sense of 
their feelings and desires. Or is it in the actions of the grownups, burying the child’s needs under layers of 
respectability and propriety so that questions go unanswered, perhaps to re-emerge later as repressed 
feelings or extreme deviance and perversity? 

The individual grows up in the society to which they are born; each society has corners that escape the 
bright light that is created by the dominant values and beliefs. It is only natural that children seek out those 
dark corners to see what's there, facing the bogey man and getting stronger by sticking a tongue in his 
general direction. 

© Perry Else 2011  

 

The theme for this year’s Beauty of Play Conference is The Dark Side of Play. This takes place Friday to 
Sunday, 9-11 September, 2011. We will explore this topic through workshops either indoors or outdoors. 
For more details see www.ludemos.co.uk or contact info.ludemos@virgin.net  
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Nominations are now sought for the 
Executive Committee to serve for one 
year from May 2011 

Help shape the future direction of IPA 
work – and discuss this with other 
play-focussed people. 
The IPA EWNI Executive Committee is comprised of not less than 
four and not more than 12 members elected at the Annual 
General Meeting. 

Nominations are sought for the Executive Committee.  
Committee members are elected for a one-year term of office, 
and are eligible for re-election.  

If there are more than 12 nominations, or more than one for the 
positions of Executive Officers then a vote will take place at the 
AGM. 

For your information the current Executive Committee members 
are as follows: 

 Blanche Thompson, Treasurer 

 Bob Hughes, Membership Secretary 

 Felicity Sylvester 

 Gill Evans 

 Karen Wilkinson 

 Keith Cranwell 

 Mike Greenaway, Chair 

 Paul Hocker  

 Paul Soames, Secretary 

 Perry Else, Vice Chair, Acting Communications Editor 

If you wish to be considered for election or would like to propose 
another member for election, a nomination paper should be 
completed in full. The consent of nominee/s must be gained with 
the agreement of a proposer who must be a Member of IPA 
EWNI in their own or an organisational capacity. 

The closing date for nominations is 12 noon 10TH MAY 2011 

If you would like to discuss any matter related to the election of 
the Executive Committee please do not hesitate to contact any of 
the committee members, or myself. 

Mike Greenaway – Chairperson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lady Allen of 
Hurtwood Memorial 
Trust 
The Object of the Trust is to promote 
the welfare and education of 
children through the award of a 
travel grant to those whose 
proposed project will directly benefit 
their work with children. 

IPA EWNI may nominate two 
members to serve on the Trust, 
which meets three times a year to 
promote its work. 

If you are interested in this work, 
please contact Paul Soames: 
paul.soames@cafamily.org.uk  

 

mailto:paul.soames@cafamily.org.uk
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Nomination form for election to the 
Executive Committee 2011-12 
Please complete all sections in block capitals or type 

 

Name of Nominee  

Address 

 

 

 

 

Email  

Tel  

Nominee’s 
signature 

 I verify that I am a current member  

of IPA EWNI, share its aims and am willing to  

contribute by working in support of those aims  

Role  Member    Chair     Vice Chair      Secretary     Treasurer  

 Membership Secretary     Communications Editor 

Date  

   Please ensure that your nominee is in agreement to your proposal.  

Name of Proposer  

Address 

 

 

 

 

Email  

Tel  

Proposer’s 
signature 

 I verify that I am a  

current member of IPA EWNI  

Date  

 

Please send this completed form to arrive by the deadline 12 noon 10TH MAY 2011 
to:  

MIKE GREENAWAY IPA EWNI 

c/o Play Wales, Baltic House, Mount Stuart Square, Cardiff Bay, Cardiff  CF1 5FH 

 

 

 

 

Be part of IPA EWNI  
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It’s a strange world... 
Troops to Teachers – T3  

In government plans to crack down on bad behaviour, ex-
servicemen are to be drafted into schools. Instructors recruited 
from the armed services will be brought in to work with children 
at risk of exclusion in a £1.5 million pilot programme.  

Michael Gove, the Education Secretary, said the former services 
personnel would help to instil ‘self-respect and a sense of 
purpose – children, particularly in the worst schools, desperately 
need order and role models for self-discipline’.  

In a further move, the government is to announce funding for a 
new ‘Troops to Teachers’ programme in England to pay ex-
servicemen £9,000 to retrain as fully certificated teachers. Those 
with ‘lower qualifications’ are retrained as vocational teachers.  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/7245122.stm  

 

Why I was wrong about the 'nappy curriculum'  

Dorothy Lepkowska writes in The Guardian that it was easy to 
knock the idea of assessing the under fives – until she had a baby 
of her own.  

When Lepkowska was looking for a childcare place for her eight-
month-old daughter, she found it ‘easier’ than imagined because 
‘The fact that every setting has to do the EYFS is a great leveller’. 
She adds ‘It wasn't until the first parents' evening that reality hit 
home, with quite a thud...there, beautifully presented was a 
folder of our daughter's 'work'; finger and table paintings and 
photographs of her playing and taking part in activities, with 
notes and comments about her reactions and progress’.  

Lepkowska goes on, ‘All the observations and analysis of our 
daughter's development should pick up, sooner rather than later, 
any signs of learning, behaviour or other problems, allowing early 
diagnosis and interventions to be put in place before she enters 
full-time education.’ 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2011/mar/01/wrong-
about-early-years-assessment  

 

 

Thanks to the Library & Information Service, NCB 
for bringing these stories to our attention in their 
weekly Children in the News digest. 

 

 

IPA Right to Play 
Award programme 

Reminder – Call for 
Submissions 

This programme was launched as 
‘Article 31 Recognition 
Programme’ at the world summit 
in Melbourne, Australia in 1993. 
A long article was included in 
January’s Newsbrief. 

The programme was created to 
recognize projects that 
implement in innovate ways, 
Article 31 of the UN Convention 
on the Rights of the Child.  

Appropriate projects include 
activity programmes, public 
awareness campaigns, media 
products, implemented national 
or local legislation, design of 
spaces, and design of play items.   

The 18th Triennial Conference in 
Wales will celebrate IPA’s 50th 
Anniversary. It would be good to 
see a record number of Right to 
Play Award submissions from as 
many IPA member countries as 
possible.  

 

If you’d like to know more, 
look at January’s Newsbrief 
or at: 

http://ipaworld.org/category/news-
and-events/right-to-play-award-
program/ 

 

  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/education/7245122.stm
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2011/mar/01/wrong-about-early-years-assessment
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2011/mar/01/wrong-about-early-years-assessment
http://ipaworld.org/category/news-and-events/right-to-play-award-program/
http://ipaworld.org/category/news-and-events/right-to-play-award-program/
http://ipaworld.org/category/news-and-events/right-to-play-award-program/
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Join IPA EWNI 
If you would like to join IPA EWNI, an 
organisation devoted to promoting and 
protecting the child’s right to play 
please visit: http://www.ipa-
ewni.org.uk see ‘Membership’ and 
download an application pack. 

 

Keeping in touch  
Have we got your current contact 
details? If not please contact Bob 
Hughes, Membership Secretary: 
playeducation@ntlworld.com  

 

Contribute  

If you are an IPA EWNI member and 
would like to contribute to future 
issues of this Newsbrief please contact 
the acting editor, Perry Else: 
info.ludemos@virgin.net 

 

 

 

 

 

IPA EWNI is a Registered Charity in 
England No. 1094980 

 

 

We are part of IPA World: 
http://ipaworld.org 

 

Be part of IPA EWNI... at the Conference 

EWNI will have a stand at the International Conference in July and 
we want you to be part of this. We will have displays with 
information on our members, a BIG prize quiz and bread from the 
three nations. We also want to meet as many as you as possible. 

The displays will consist of a collage of information on our 
members and bunting with flags displaying the logos of our 
members. If you want to be part, send the following: 

For the collage – leaflets or pictures with a short 
description of your project 
Three copies of your logo – on an A4 sheet of paper  

Please send items to Blanche Thompson by Friday 3rd June 2011. 

The BIG PRIZE quiz will be about the three nations and their 
famous landmarks. If you can donate a prize, however modest, we 
would welcome donations (promotional items – e.g. pens, T-shirts, 
etc etc). These can be sent prior to the Conference or brought 
along on the day. 

Bread? This is an International Event so we want participants at 
the Conference to enjoy some of our home delights and will be 
offering samples of bread from around the regions. If you would 
like to share something special from your region, please bring it 
along. 

If you are able to help out – let me know by Friday 3rd June. 

Contact details: 

Blanche Thompson 
Play Development Officer 
Belfast City Council 
4-10 Linenhall Street 
Belfast BT2 8BP 

For further information – play@belfastcity.gov.uk    

or 028 90270470 

(During April contact Paul Hocker at  paul@londonplay.org.uk ) 
 

Flying the Flag for Play – IPA 50th 
Anniversary Bunting Project: it’s started! 

 

 

Be part of IPA EWNI  
 

http://www.ipa-ewni.org.uk/
http://www.ipa-ewni.org.uk/
mailto:playeducation@ntlworld.com
mailto:info.ludemos@virgin.net
http://ipaworld.org/
mailto:play@belfastcity.gov.uk
mailto:paul@londonplay.org.uk

