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Welcome to this edition of Newsbrief; we hope you 
find it useful and informative. As well as news from 
members, there are important opportunities to 
contribute to events and the work of IPA. 

In conjunction with the IPA World event in July 
2011, we are publishing Newsbrief in line with the 
key themes. So we focus this edition on Play – 
Society and Culture  

The theme for April will be Play – Individual and 
Social. If you have any short (400-500) articles or 
longer papers (1,000 words) on this theme, please 
send them to the Communications Group c/o 
info.ludemos@virgin.net  by 12 March.  

As you will see, there are other sections in the 
magazine, so please feel free to send in any relevant 
material. 

In this issue 

 News  

 CPIS threatened 

 IPA work 

 Hon. Lifetime 
Member 

 IPA Global 
Consultations – 
Report 

 Play – Society and 
Culture  

 Couch Prisoners?  

 Donne Buck Archives 

 Right to Play Award 

 Keeping in touch  

 Contribute 

Editorial statement 

IPA EWNI aims to inform, invigorate, critique and enhance 
research, policy and practice relating to play, environments for 

play and playwork 

The views expressed in articles in Newsbrief and the IPA EWNI 
website are those of the author and may not reflect the policy of 

IPA EWNI, nor should publication be taken or assumed as an 
endorsement by IPA EWNI of those views. 

When times get 
serious, it is 

more important 
than ever that 

we play 
Gwen Gordon 

Issue 11: January 2011   

 

Best wishes for 2011! 
 

mailto:info.ludemos@virgin.net
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IPA Special General 
Meeting 2010 – Update  

As members know, IPA called a Special 
General Meeting (SGM) to consider 
changes to the IPA Structure and 
Constitution on Thursday 30th 
September, 2010 in Karlstad, Sweden. 
In order to hold the SGM IPA requires 
that 50 members are present from 
eight countries.  

Although we had the requisite number 
of countries, and more represented, 
unfortunately we were slightly short 
of 50 members and so the meeting 
could not make any formal decisions. 

 

However this may be a possible blessing in disguise; instead, we 
had a very constructive discussion about the proposed changes 
and amendments and were able to explain in more detail the 
reasoning behind these and debate the pros and cons for the 
changes and amendments. Although there was some 
disappointment that a formal decision was not made, there was 
a strong sense of satisfaction that we were able to work 
positively together on a complex issue towards what may be a 
better outcome in the long run. 

There were an unprecedented number of postal votes and the 
conference was as interesting as you expect with generous 
hosts; and the beer not as expensive as anticipated. The visits 
to adventure playgrounds around Karlstad also provided to 
good food for thought. 

Next steps 

In order to make changes to the Constitution new proposals will 
be presented to the Secretary for circulation to members for at 
the next General Meeting (Cardiff 2011). There will be the same 
opportunities to vote by post and to submit amendments. The 
Board has been guided by the discussion at the Karlstad 
meeting and will put forward a new proposal taking into 
account that discussion and the pattern of the postal voting. 
There will be clear explanatory notes which will outline the 
implications of the proposals and help understanding, 
particularly for those IPA members for whom English is not a 
first language. 

 Mike Greenaway, Chair IPA EWNI/Director Play Wales 

 

The Children’s Play 
Information Service (CPIS) 
– the play sector’s library 
and information service – 
is under threat of closure  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CPIS funding, from the Department for Education (DfE) and Play 
England, is coming to an end in March 2011, and it looks 
unlikely that it will be extended or renewed.  

Many people consider that the CPIS is good value for money. 
 The CPIS provides a free service to everyone in the play sector 
– from small community groups trying to improve their play 
spaces to play professionals and academics. It provides the only 
national archive of material for the play sector over the last fifty 
years (see ‘Donne Buck Archives’ below). 

The CPIS website gives an up-to-date picture of the services 
provided and the information they produce: 
http://www.ncb.org.uk/cpis  

If you use CPIS services, or if you work with people who do, and 
you think that it is important to keep the service – please 
publicise this to your contacts and networks.  

Please send letters of support for the attention of Sir Paul 
Ennals, Chief Executive of National Children’s Bureau, c/o  the 
CPIS: cpis@ncb.org.uk 

 News 

 

 

http://www.ncb.org.uk/cpis
mailto:cpis@ncb.org.uk
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Honorary Lifetime Members  

As part of our updating of the membership fees, IPA EWNI decided 
to create the award of Honorary Lifetime Membership.  
We agreed that IPA EWNI may appoint a maximum of ten 
Honorary Lifetime Members in recognition of their contribution to 
IPA or the play sector. Honorary Lifetime Members will be eligible 
for membership of IPA EWNI free of charge for life.  

The award of an Honorary Lifetime Membership may be proposed 
by two or more members of IPA EWNI.  Proposals will be heard at 
and decided by a quorate meeting of the PA EWNI committee in 
line with the criteria for the award. 

Criteria for consideration as a Hon. Lifetime Member 

 Significant and extensive contribution to the work of IPA  

 or a contribution that informed, invigorated, critiqued and/or 
enhanced research, policy and/or practice relating to play, 
environments for play and/or playwork 

Receipt of the award will be celebrated with an article in Newsbrief 
and/or an appropriate item at a General Meeting. 

Peter Heseltine – Hon. Lifetime Member 

Felicity Sylvester explains why she 
nominated Peter Heseltine for Lifetime 
Membership. 

Peter has been employed in children’s 
play provision for over 50 years, having 
been involved with adventure 
playgrounds and community play 
development, Regional Play Adviser, 
manager for many national 
organisations and set up the play area 
safety work for both NPFA and RoSPA.  

Trained as a journalist, Peter was the editor of ‘Play Times’ and 
publication officer for several national organisations. He is author 
or co-author of 20 publications on play and children’s activities. He 
is the national authority on play area safety standards and has 
developed support and standards for many related facilities. He is 
still working as a play consultant, trainer and offers legal services 
through The Play Inspection Company. 

Peter’s contribution to IPA is immense, having visited, lectured and 
advised in 30 countries in four continents. (He would certainly visit 
the Antarctica if needed!) He has been a member since 1974, was 
Vice President until 2002 and has given generously of his time and 
expertise to develop the organisation for over 30 years. 

But most of all his contribution to children’s play is sincere and 
genuine. He is a very supportive colleague – I speak from knowing 
him for over 30 years at many organisations including NPFA, RoSPA 
and at several IPA conferences all over the world. 

The Committee agreed unreservedly to support this nomination. 

The Role of IPA Regional 
Vice President (Europe) is 
due for re-election this 
year 

Dr Ute Navidi has successfully 
carried out this role and is willing 
to stand again, however the role is 
open to all members. 

Deadline for Nominations:    

21 February 2011 

Further details are available upon 
request from the IPA Secretary:  

margaret.westwood@edinburgh.gov.uk 
 

The IPA Regional Vice President 
(Europe) – Election  

Role of Regional Vice President: 

*  Work closely with the IPA Vice 
President and exchange 
information on a regular basis 

*  Stay in contact and work as 
needed with regional branches 

*  Promote IPA membership 

*  Assist the Board and establish 
branches in developing a strategy 
to assist region countries that are 
in the early stages of IPA 
membership 

*  Assist with regional conferences, 
events, campaigns, etc. as needed 

*  Work with the IPA PlayRights 
Magazine editor to identify and 
gather regional publication 
material 

*  Work with the Communications 
Officer to ensure that region topics 
are updated and are relevant to 
the IPA Website 

*  Attend Board meetings when 
meeting is held in RVP’s region 
(travel and lodging expenses 
funded by Board)  

The work of IPA 

 

 

mailto:margaret.westwood@edinburgh.gov.uk
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IPA Global 
Consultations on 
Children’s Right to Play 

Summary Report: 
August 2010 

 

Early in 2008 the International Play 
Association: Promoting the Child’s 
Right to Play (IPA) entered a 
partnership with other 
international organisations to 
propose that the UNCRC develop a 
General Comment on Article 31 for 
the purpose of elaborating on its 
meaning and increasing state 
accountability with regard to 
compliance.  

Following that day a Global 
Consultation was carried out on 
the ‘state of play’. Here is an 
edited extract from the summary 
report. 

The full summary may be accessed 
from: 
http://article31.ipaworld.org/repo
rting/summary-report-from-the-
ipa-global-consultations-on-
childrens-right-to-play/  

 

 

Introduction 

The child’s right to play, leisure and recreation is set out in 
article 31 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (UNCRC). While the Consultations described in this 
document acknowledged the importance, and overlap, of each 
of these elements, an emphasis was placed on the right to play 
as it is one of the least known, least understood, least 
recognised rights of children and consequently one of the most 
consistently ignored, undervalued and violated of children’s 
rights in the world today. 

Early in 2008 the International Play Association: Promoting the 
Child’s Right to Play (IPA) entered a partnership with seven 
other international organisations to propose that the UNCRC 
organise a Day of Discussion and/or develop a General 
Comment on article 31 for the purpose of elaborating on its 
meaning and increasing state accountability with regard to 
compliance. The supporting organisations (now eight) are: 

 Child Watch International 

 European Child Friendly Cities Network 

 International Council on Children’s Play 

 International Paediatrics Association 

 International Toy Library Association 

 Right to Play International 

 World Leisure Association 

 World Organisation for Early Childhood Education 
(OMEP) 

In order to maintain the momentum and to gather material 
worldwide IPA and its partners organised the Global 
Consultations on Children’s Right to Play. 

Three specific objectives were set: 

1. To mobilise a worldwide network of article 31 
advocates and to harness expertise to raise awareness 
of the importance of play in the lives of children. 

2. To gather specific material demonstrating the 
infringement of the child’s right to play. 

3. To formulate practical recommendations for 
governments with regard to compliance with article 31. 

Working with regional and national partners, IPA identified 
eight Consultation sites worldwide: Bangkok, Beirut, 
Johannesburg, Mexico City, Mumbai, Nairobi, Sofia and Tokyo. 
Following a careful planning and preparation process, 
consultations were held in these cities between January and 
June 2010. 

Over 350 adult experts in children’s play from eight countries, 
and over 400 children, participated in the Global Consultations 

IPA Global Consultations – Report 

 

 

http://article31.ipaworld.org/reporting/summary-report-from-the-ipa-global-consultations-on-childrens-right-to-play/
http://article31.ipaworld.org/reporting/summary-report-from-the-ipa-global-consultations-on-childrens-right-to-play/
http://article31.ipaworld.org/reporting/summary-report-from-the-ipa-global-consultations-on-childrens-right-to-play/
http://article31.ipaworld.org/reporting/summary-report-from-the-ipa-global-consultations-on-childrens-right-to-play/
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on Children’s Right to Play. Between them they identified 115 
infringements of the right to play across four continents that 
cover 14 chapters of the final report. 

The Consultation Process 

Partnerships were established with national organisations to 
arrange and manage the consultation process in each country. 
It was considered important to incorporate children’s 
perceptions into the consultation. The findings were: 

Infringement of the right to play around the world 

1. Adults unaware of the importance of play 

 Professionals, officials and policy-makers equally 
unaware of the importance of play 

 Play is a poorly conceptualised social construct 

 Parents’ attitudes restrict play opportunities 

2. Unsafe environments 

 Physical dangers include: road traffic, risk of accidents 
in general, contaminated or polluted environments, 
illegal dumping of dangerous waste, inadequate 
sewage treatment, landmines and cluster bombs in 
areas where children play. 

 Human dangers include: high levels of crime and 
violence, community unrest and civil strife, effects of 
war, drug and gang-related violence, risk of kidnapping 
and child trafficking. 

 Loss of play space 

3. Parents’ fears 

 The culture of fear 

 ‘Stranger-danger’ 

4. Local and national authorities’ play policies inadequate or 
non-existent 

 Failure from national policy to local planning 

 The economics of play 

 The underlying problem: politicians don’t understand 
play 

5. Inadequate spaces or facilities for play 

 Play in the local neighbourhood is no longer an option 

 Designated play spaces are failing children 

6. Authorities’, institutions’ and professionals’ fear of 
litigation 

 The ‘compensation culture’ 

7. Excessive pressure for educational achievement 

 Unhealthy competition 

 Excessive hours of study 

8. No recognition of or provision for play in schools 

 The threat to school play-time 
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A Global Call for Action 

Messages from the Global 
Consultation 

Messages to Governments 

The following is a summary: 

 Develop a national policy on 
children’s play. 

 Raise public awareness 
through media and 
communication programmes. 

 Provide training for officials 
and professionals. 

 Promote play in schools. 

 Invest in provision of play 
spaces and facilities for all. 

 Protect the right to play of 
children with disabilities. 

 Eliminate the worst forms of 
child labour. 

 Promote children’s 
participation as activists and 
advocates for the right to play. 

 Complete the clearing of 
landmines and cluster-bombs 
from affected areas. 

 Set and enforce standards for 
toys and play equipment. 

 No more ‘learning through play’ 

9. Structured, programmed leisure time 

 Too many structured activities too young 

 Programmed activities are not a substitute for play 

10. Technology and the commercialisation of children’s play 

 Computer games replace active social play 

 Violence, addiction and mass-marketing 

11. Treatment of children in institutions 

12. Exclusion, discrimination, segregation and marginalisation 

 No discrimination: a principle ignored 

 Discrimination and marginalisation of girls 

 Exclusion, marginalisation and segregation of children 
with disabilities 

 Exclusion through racism and other forms of 
discrimination 

13. Poverty and the struggle to survive 

14. Child labour and exploitation 

 Working children have no time to play 

 Children’s work and exploitation take many forms 

 

 
 

United action for children’s right to play 

The key recommendations for Consultation participants were: 

 Improve networking and inter-organisational 
coordination. 

 Monitor infringement of the right to play. 

 Advocacy for the right to play with Government. 

 Raise awareness of the importance of play and the 
right to play with the general public, especially parents 
and teachers. 

 Support and strengthen children’s own organisations. 

In conclusion it is important to stress that play is not a public 
service, much less a commodity. Play is a natural and universal 
human impulse. Children only stop playing if they are 
traumatised, abused or have a severe impairment which 
prevents them. Adults never have to make children play, and 
only rarely do we have to help children play. Adults have to let 
children play.  

In other words, we have to put a stop to the worldwide 
violation of the child’s right to play.  

 

The full summary may be accessed from: 
http://article31.ipaworld.org/reporting/summary-report-from-
the-ipa-global-consultations-on-childrens-right-to-play/  

http://article31.ipaworld.org/reporting/summary-report-from-the-ipa-global-consultations-on-childrens-right-to-play/
http://article31.ipaworld.org/reporting/summary-report-from-the-ipa-global-consultations-on-childrens-right-to-play/
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Lady Allen Playground 

The Lady Allen Adventure (Wandsworth) Playground is a safe 
and secure oasis on the north edge of Wandsworth common, 
surrounded by trees and shrubbery.  They have lots of swings, 
slides and play structures and a wild wooded area behind the 
building where children dig, make dens, climb and hide. The 
indoor facilities include play areas, a soft play installation, an 
arts and crafts area, an indoor slide and a video games room.  

The Playground provides adventurous, imaginative, and 
exciting play opportunities for disabled children and their 
siblings between the ages of 5 and 14. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more info see: 
http://www.kids.org.uk/information  

  

http://www.kids.org.uk/information
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Children’s interactions 
are not preparation for 
life; they are life itself. 

Barrie Thorne 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

Built a tent house for the 
girls in their bedroom. Darla 
[age 4]: 'Now you be the 
daddy and I'll be the 
mummy and you be the big 
bad wolf. No. I be the 
mummy and Irial [older 
sister] be the little baby…' 
etc.  

Her establishing all the 
relationships is actually the 
game. Nothing much else 
happens – we just sort out 
the kinship rules. Must be a 
deep tribal gene 
manifesting.                                                        

Brian Eno  

Playing with others is vital to our lives as gregarious, sociable 
animals so that we have fun and get on with others.  

Through play we find out who friends are; who shares and who 
grabs. Children quickly understand the concept of roles; who’s 
leading, who’s following, and who’s got the power; even simple 
games like ‘Tig’ need two roles to play and the agreement of 
what is the ‘right’ way to play – and when to stop. Through 
games, power roles can be explored to find out who is the ‘top 
dog’ – the origin of this phrase is quite deliberate; the top dog is 
the one in control. Status may be explored through roles (as in 
the example given by Eno), through language, skills or strength 
trials – or a combination of these.  

Social expectations impact on children both positively and 
negatively from the day they are born, with some adults 
affording children lots of choice in what they do and how they 
play and others very little. Of course it is adults who control the 
wider world – and who control the spaces and resources with 
which children are ‘allowed’ to play (the 2010 election in the UK 
showed how powerful those permissions are). But other children 
can be just as influential in children’s lives. 

Typically, boys sometimes get into trouble for ‘play fighting’ but 
girls can also be testing out who’s in the gang through ‘grooming’ 
activities and other subtle ways such as the use of language and 
use of names or name calling. We have a shared experience of 
values and beliefs with other humans and this helps create a social 
world of roles and relationships with others. We are either ‘in’ the 
group or out of it. The values do not need to be shared but we 
know when they are ‘right’ and when we disagree with others. 

Babies’ first experiences of others is with those looking after 
them in the immediate family circle, and as they grow this circle 
widens to include friends, neighbours, then strangers both in the 
home and school situation. Different forms of play help us 
explore our roles and relationships in this changing world. 

The differences in ‘what is normal’ for play may cause difficulties 
for children or practitioners when children begin to use provision. 
If the children are used to making their own play, they may not 
understand if the adults try to ‘lead’ or facilitate the play. And if 
children are used to adults acting as playmates, they may be 
waiting for the cue to play before getting started themselves. 
When with other children and adults, our play manifests in the 
social arena, either playing directly with others, parallel to them – 
or not with them at all. Adults working with children in their play 
should try to be sensitive to the children’s needs if they are not 
to intervene incorrectly; however other children may not be so 
sensitive and can often be unconscious, insensitive or ‘cruel’ – 
what is fun for one player might be unpleasant for those played 
with.* It might be useful to reflect that what’s ‘acceptable’ will be 
influenced by the cultural and political values of those present.  

© Perry Else – an edited extract from The Value of Play (2009) 

*For more on ‘unfair’ play see The Trouble with Play by Susan 
Grieshaber and Felicity McArdle (2010) 

 Play – Society and Culture  
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Obesity in children is not a disease yet Government, doctors, drug 
companies and a wide variety of professionals are treating it as if it 
is. Obesity is caused by the poor environment in which our children 
are forced to grow up. Most children can no longer play out in the 
streets as they have done for generations. 

If I may draw a parallel with filthy state of London in the mid 
nineteenth century. People were dying from dysentery and 
cholera. No doubt all sorts of potions, therapies and cures were 
peddled and may well have encouraged people to eat more 
healthily. BUT what happened was the Government got a man 
called Bazalgette to build the sewers. A healthy environment was 
thereby created and there was a massive leap forward in 
improvements in health and reductions in the diseases. Equally we 
now need to create a healthy environment for our children. A 
medical model of drugs, surgery and therapies is as useful for the 
vast majority of children as quack remedies offered in previous 
centuries.  

There is little evidence that our calorific intake has risen. Fifty years 
ago children were encouraged to eat the fat on meat because it 
was ‘good for you’, sugar was not felt to be dangerous so copious 
amounts were sprinkled on meals and into drinks. A healthy diet is 
important but will not solve the obesity problem. 

Children need and want to play out. They are not couch potatoes 
but rather are couch prisoners where, because of the traffic 
parents confine them to the home. The research is clear – it is 
traffic NOT stranger danger which causes this. My research for 
Local Authorities and Housing Trusts has shown that where traffic 
speeds are slow, children play out as they always have. Photos 
from 50 to 100 years ago of street scenes show children of all ages 
and adults in the street moving round making friends and playing. 

This still happens where the environment is safe from the car, 
parents as they always have done, let children from as young as 
three play out in the front garden or on the front step. As they get 
older and gain in confidence they are allowed further. This activity 
is not supervised by the parents but it is usually close to home so 
that should there be any apparent danger a child can run for help. 
Gradually as the child goes further, they are allowed to be near a 
friend’s parents or near another trusted adult such as a play 
leader, park warden etc. 

The journeys children make when they are free to do so are 
massive in number. In research for Joseph Rowntree Foundation 
(JRF), we estimated that on an estate with 100 children, if only half 
played out, they would make over 280,000 journeys per year.  
These journeys are an incredible amount of healthy exercise being 
all walking, cycling, skateboarding, etc. 

Sadly neither transport planners nor the Government consider 
these journeys to be transport, so are ignored. They are vastly 
underestimated by those who claim to be health experts. The level 
of ignorance can be gauged by the fact that ‘experts’ think that the 
journey to and from school is the most important regular exercise. 

 

Government figures predict 
that by 2020 a third of girls 
and a fifth of boys will be 
obese.  

Rob Wheway takes a look at how 
poor residential environments 
are making our children fatter. 

This article was edited and reprinted 
here by permission of the author. 

 

 

 Couch Prisoners? Childhood Obesity and Play  
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Couch Prisoners?  

Childhood Obesity and Play 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whilst safe routes to school are valuable, children only go to 
school half the days in the year and consequently those journeys 
are a small fraction of the potential journeys children could 
make. The other half of the year (weekends and holidays) are 
completely free play days for children and even on school days 
children have a significant time in which to play. 

Purists might argue that the journeys I have mentioned above are 
not actually play and therefore are not necessarily of interest to 
play and recreational professionals. It may not be play in the 
strict sense and certainly, when consulted, children 
underestimate the amount of time they spend travelling. What is 
true, however, is that any outdoor play activity depends on 
children having the freedom to travel to it whether it be at a 
friend’s house, at the playground, public open space or merely 
the patch of grass or hard surface which happens to be in the 
public sphere. 

For too long, parks, leisure and recreation departments have 
been regarded as one of the lowly parts of Local Government, yet 
in fact the contribution they can make is much greater than is 
generally realised. For reasons of time alone their contribution to 
play is greater than schools. Conventional playgrounds are used 
by children up to the age of 15 or so and ball game areas and 
skateboard facilities are used by children up to their 20s. In this 
way more provision for young people is made by parks and 
leisure departments than is made by youth services. 

More crucially there is an understanding that the majority of 
recreation is informal. People wander to the play area or park at 
a time of their own choosing, they stay as long as they want to 
and they come away when they’ve had enough. In other words 
the emphasis is on catering for their lifestyle and assisting it to be 
healthy, rather than assuming that everything must be a 
treatment or therapy which is delivered or an activity which is 
certificated. 

So what needs to be done? In residential roads, priority must be 
given to the pedestrian. Motorists should expect to drive the last 
50-100 metres to their front door at less than 10 mph. Where 
this happens already, e.g. cul-de-sacs and well-designed estates, 
children do play out. What’s more parents ‘keep an eye out’ for 
each other’s children, so social capital or neighbourliness is 
increased. 

We are unlikely to knock down houses to build pocket parks but, 
by giving children the safety and confidence to travel the same 
distances (ranges) they travelled before the car, we can double 
our effective provision without one extra blade of grass. 
Remember the range is the radius; increase it and the area 
available increases exponentially (   ). 

The need is urgent. A child generation is about 5 years. Each five 
years that go by is a generation that has lost out to developing a 
healthy lifestyle. We cannot afford to wait for costly Home Zones 
or similar to be installed. 
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Once children and adults can walk round their neighbourhood we 
should improve the public sphere. A tree (or two), is an attractive 
focal point, provides shelter and shade as well as being the ‘rally’ 
point for hide and seek and ‘den’ for tig. Children’s dimensions for 
play are small, football is often played on a hard patch between 
garages; a popular ‘field’ turns out to be little more than a verge. 

Of course children will sometimes be a nuisance (who didn’t play 
rat-tat-ginger or keep losing the ball over someone’s garden?) but 
we need strategies of mediation not the use of ASBOs. 

An environment fit for play will give healthier, physically active, 
fewer obese children living in more sociable and less polluted 
neighbourhoods. 

© Rob Wheway Director: Children's Play Advisory Service 

Direct Tel: 024 7671 4784 Mobile: 07973 150019 

 

http://www.childrensplayadvisoryservice.org.uk/   

Details of seminars offered by Rob on may be found 
at the ‘News’ section of this website. His next 
seminar (10 February 2011) will be for London Play:  
http://www.londonplay.org.uk/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is better to 
have enough 
ideas for some of 
them to be 
wrong, than to be 
always right by 
having no ideas at 
all. 

Edward de Bono 

http://www.childrensplayadvisoryservice.org.uk/
http://www.londonplay.org.uk/
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Donne Buck was born in New Zealand 
in 1934. In 1956 he emigrated to 
London in search of a social work 
career with families, and soon found 
himself running one of the earliest 
London Adventure Playgrounds. That 
was the beginning of Donne’s 50 years 
involvement in all aspects of playwork. 

 

Here Donne introduces his archive, 
the lifetime’s documents concerning 
various play initiatives. 

For more on Donne, see 
http://tiny.cc/d2223  

 

 

 

 

 

Archives contact details: 

CPIS : 0207 843 6303 

cpis@ncb.org.uk  

Stevenage Museum:  01438 218 8891    

Peterborough Archive: 01733 864160 

archive.service@peterborough.gov.uk 
  

                          What do you do with a lifetime’s collection 

of documents when there’s nowhere to keep them? This was the 
problem that faced me when I retired from my professional work 
in children’s play. Being an inveterate hoarder and aware that 
much of the stuff was original, pioneering material, I could not 
find it in myself just to bin it. I had in mind too a story told me by 
my friend Lady Allen of Hurtwood, who introduced Adventure 
Playgrounds to England. When moving house she was faced with a 
pile of her late husband’s Daily Heralds (the old Labour Party 
newspaper). It was too much for her, so she took them into the 
garden and burned them, only to discover later to her horror that 
they had been the only complete collection to survive the 
devastation of World War II. 

Over the years I made many attempts to find a good home for my 
archive, mainly through IPA nationally and internationally without 
success. I met the librarian of the National Children’s Bureau 
(NCB) in London, who expressed an interest, but explained that 
she had no space for it. Then on the national committee of IPA 
EWNI, I met Keith Cranwell. He was teaching playwork students 
and recognised the value of my archive for study purposes. He 
gave me a great deal of encouragement to persist in my efforts. 

To cut a long story short, in time the NCB established their 
Children’s Play Information Services (CPIS) alongside their 
research library. Thanks to the good offices of Anna Kassman-
McKerrell, CPIS Information Officer, this proved to be the ultimate 
home for my London, international, and parts of my national 
collection of papers. Ignorant of the proper way to prepare an 
archive for storage, I was happy to fund the CPIS to employ a 
freelance archivist who sorted, catalogued and stored it in suitable 
containers in the right atmosphere. Information on this part of the 
archive is available from the NCB: see contact details. 

Subsequently local archives have been established in the Borough 
Council Museum in Stevenage (where I ran the first Adventure 
Playground in the Home Counties), and the Peterborough City 
Council’s Central Library, Peterborough. The latter covers the time 
when I worked for the Peterborough Development Corporation as 
their Children’s Play Officer. Both archives have accepted most of 
my local material into their collections. The CPIS material in 
particular has attracted a good deal of interest, especially the 
photographs which date back to 1957. Some of those were used 
recently to stage an exhibition.  

I need hardily explain that the archive is all in the form of material 
on paper, with a few colour slides. I fear that the widespread use 
of computerised records in whatever form will be the death of this 
kind of information. I have found out to my cost that 
computerised records have no assured permanence. So if there is 
an underlying message in what I have written, it is for those who 
are holding paper records of playwork. Please do what you can to 
preserve and conserve them as they may soon be all that is left of 
what our work is and was all about.   

Donne Buck November 2010 

             Donne Buck Archives 

 

 

http://tiny.cc/d2223
Tel:0207
mailto:cpis@ncb.org.uk
mailto:archive.service@peterborough.gov.uk
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Call for Submissions 
This programme was launched as 
‘Article 31 Recognition Programme’ 
at the world summit in Melbourne, 
Australia in 1993.  

It was created to recognize 
projects that implement in 
innovate ways, Article 31 of the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the 
Child.  

Appropriate projects include 
activity programmes, public 
awareness campaigns, media 
products, implemented national or 
local legislation, design of spaces, 
and design of play items.   

The 18th Triennial Conference in 
Wales will celebrate IPA’s 50th 
Anniversary. It would be most 
fitting to see a record number of 
Right to Play Award submissions 
from as many IPA member 
countries as possible. Let’s make 
this a banner conference for 
submissions.  

We look forward to your project! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International Play Association:  

Promoting the Child’s Right to Play 

18th Triennial World Conference, Cardiff, Wales, 4-7th July, 2011 

IPA Right to Play Award programme 
 

To gain the award the following criteria must be met. There are 
three formats from which to choose for submitting your project.  

Criteria 

 Submissions can be from organizations or individuals  
 Both non-profit and for-profit organizations are eligible  
 Projects must demonstrate how they protect, promote 

and/or improve the child’s right to play  
 Projects must respect and/or enhance local culture  
 Projects should not contradict any article of the UN 

Convention  
 Projects that exist only on paper are not acceptable  
 Projects must have been implemented and assessed, 

including the impact on the children in the community  
 Projects can be replicated in other communities  
 Only one submission is allowed per organization per venue  
 Submissions must be in English  
 Each submission must be accompanied by a letter of 

authorisation to exhibit by the sponsoring organisation 

Formats 

Acceptable submissions will be exhibited throughout the 
conference and may be presented in the following formats: 

 Panels – Up to three panels (self supporting), each panel no 
larger than 100cm x 100cm.  All printed text should be clear 
and at least 1cm high.  Table space (directly in front of middle 
panel) also available for display.  Visual material that makes 
the project self-explanatory is helpful, especially for viewers 
with English as their second language. 

 Media – Slide, DVD, Power-Point, etc presentations.  Contact 
Conference Secretariat for availability of equipment.  It 
would be helpful if content could be ‘looped’ for continuous 
viewing, and that any printed matter be given time to be 
read by those who don’t have English as their primary 
language. 

 Ringed Binder – International ‘A4’ or letter size, 10 page 
maximum presentation.  Clarity of print is important to 
accommodate those with English as a second language. 
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Right to Play Award 

 
There have been awards 
given at each of the triennial 
conferences since 1993  

Irene Hogg, recipient of a Right to 
Play Award at the 17th Triennial IPA 
World Conference in Hong Kong 
(2008) said, 

'Winning an IPA Right to Play 
award has been a fantastic 
boost to our project. When 
we came home from Hong 
Kong with the news, 
it attracted local and 
national media attention and 
we were able to bring 
attention to our own 
project, to children's rights 
and to IPA. All our staff, 
volunteers, funders and 
children were so pleased to 
see their efforts recognised 
in this way.'  

 

Web Site 

It is IPA’s intention to place details of all accepted Right to Play 
Award projects on the IPA web site.  Please provide a 100 word 
abstract and 1 or 2 photographs if available.  The Communications 
Officer (Valerie Fronczek ipacommunications@shaw.ca ) can be 
contacted for advice on this.) 

Judging 

Judging criteria will focus on innovations which implement Article 
31.  Submissions will be judged during the World Conference with 
strict regard given to the criteria above.  The Submissions Form 
reflects those criteria.  All submissions meeting the entry criteria 
will be exhibited at the conference.  Those presented the IPA Right 
to Play Award will be put on the IPA Website.  
 
 
 
 

Deadlines 

 The IPA Right to Play Award Programme 
Submission Form is to be sent to: Tom Jambor, 
3400 Tal-Meadow Drive, Birmingham, Alabama 
35216, USA, or, email as attachment to 
tjambor@uab.edu and is to arrive no later than 
April 1, 2011 

 Unaccompanied submissions should be sent to 
arrive between 1 and 30 June, 2011 to:  IPA 18th 
World Conference, Play Wales, Baltic House, 
Mount Stuart Square, Cardiff, Wales CF10 5FH.  
Tel: (029) 2048 6050, Fax:    (029) 2048 9359   

 Contact person: Gill Evans, Email:   
gill@playwales.org.uk  

Accompanied submissions to be exhibited may be 
brought to the conference in person on the first day 
of the conference.   

  

mailto:ipacommunications@shaw.ca
mailto:tjambor@uab.edu
mailto:gill@playwales.org.uk
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International Play Association: Promoting the Child’s Right to Play 

18th Triennial World Conference, Cardiff, Wales, 4-7 July, 2011 

IPA Right to Play Award Programme – Project Submission Form 
Please supply the details required in English.  The answers will be used to assess whether the criteria 
have been met.  Only accepted admissions will be exhibited. 

Contact Details 

Name   

Address: 

 

 

Telephone:     E-mail: 

 

 

Name of project 

 

 

 

 

Project Assessment Date (NB Projects must have been implemented and assessed by the submission date) 

 

 

 

How does your project protect, promote and/or improve the Child’s Right to Play and comply with 
other Rights under the UN Convention? 
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What are its innovative aspects? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does your project respect and/or enhance local culture? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How has your project been assessed, including its impact on children?   

(Say by whom and what was the result.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Describe briefly how your project may be replicated in other communities. 
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Details of your Submission format  (See Call for Submissions paper above) 

Panel: size etc   

 

Media: type, equipment required etc  

 

Ringed Binder; size, number of pages etc 

      

 

Abstract for Website (100 words max) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Send this form to: 

The IPA Right to Play Award Programme Submission Form is to 
be sent to:  

Tom Jambor, 3400 Tal-Meadow Drive, Birmingham, Alabama 
35216, USA, or, email as attachment to tjambor@uab.edu and 
is to arrive no later than 1 April, 2011 

Unaccompanied submissions should be sent to arrive between 
1 and 30 June, 2011 to:   

IPA 18th World Conference, Play Wales, Baltic House, Mount 
Stuart Square, Cardiff, Wales CF10 5FH.  Tel: (029) 2048 6050, 
Fax: (029) 2048 9359   

Contact person: Gill Evans  Email: gill@playwales.org.uk 

 

IPA Right to Play Award Programme 

 

 

mailto:tjambor@uab.edu
mailto:gill@playwales.org.uk
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Join IPA EWNI 
If you would like to join IPA EWNI, 
an organisation devoted to 
promoting and protecting the child’s 
right to play please visit:  
http://www.ipa-ewni.org.uk see 
‘Membership’ and download an 
application pack. 

To help spread the message, we will 
send you a free t-shirt of your 
choice if you can recommend two 
people who then join IPA EWNI. As 
anyone who joins also gets a 
discount to this year’s big 
conference, everybody wins. 

 

Please note: Existing 

subscriptions became due on 1 Jan 
2011 – please renew promptly to 
ensure you maintain your 
membership. 

 

Keeping in touch  
Have we got your current contact 
details?  If not please contact Bob 
Hughes, Membership Secretary: 
playeducation@ntlworld.com  

 

Contribute  

If you are an IPA EWNI member and 
would like to contribute to future 
issues of this Newsbrief please 
contact the acting editor,  Perry 
Else: info.ludemos@virgin.net 
 

IPA EWNI is a Registered Charity 
1094980 in England 

 

We are part of IPA World: 
http://ipaworld.org 

Girls and only children more likely to be 
overweight at age seven than boys 

Researchers who have been monitoring the weights of more than 
11,000 UK children born between 2000 and 2002 have calculated 
that girls are almost 50% more likely than boys to be too heavy at 
age 7. 

The Institute of Education analysed the weights of children 
taking part in the Millennium Cohort Study and also found that 
only children were 25% more likely to suffer weight problems at 
the age of seven than classmates with one sibling.  

The study's principal author, Dr Alice Sullivan, said: ‘Girls and only 
children are also more likely to become overweight between the 
ages of 5 and 7. It is not clear whether the increased risk for girls 
is due to them being overfed compared to boys, or because they 
are involved in less physical activity – perhaps due to the over-
protectiveness of parents – or some combination of the two.’ 

‘Similarly we do not know whether only children are less active 
due to lack of siblings, or overfed by indulgent parents. Either 
way, making parents aware of the increased risk to girls and only 
children may help to modify their behaviour.’ 

Dr Sullivan and her colleagues also emphasise that overweight 
five-year-olds are 25 times more likely than children of normal 
weight to still be too heavy at age 7. ‘The fact that children 
overweight at 5 have an overwhelmingly greater risk of being 
overweight two years later suggests that 'puppy fat' should not 
be ignored and early intervention is crucial,’ they say. 

More from http://www.ioe.ac.uk/newsEvents/48058.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 To play it safe is not to play Robert Altman 
 

 

 

http://www.ipa-ewni.org.uk/
mailto:playeducation@ntlworld.com
mailto:info.ludemos@virgin.net
http://ipaworld.org/
http://www.ioe.ac.uk/newsEvents/48058.html

