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Promoting the Child’s Right to Play 

 
Welcome to IPA CommEWNIcation and apologies 
that it’s been a while since we last got a newsletter 
out to members. There is no particular thematic 
focus to this edition, more a round-up of what’s 
happening in the world of EWNI play, all neatly 
bound up in this glossy PDF. 

You’ll find there are lots of mouse-clicking 
opportunities among the text. Where you see a word 
or phrase underlined click on it to go deeper into the 
story elsewhere on the web. 

Have a quick practice here. 

If you have any short articles (400-500) or indeed 
longer papers (1,000 words) on a play related theme, 
please send them to paulhocker@hotmail.com for 
inclusion in the next edition (early in the new year). 

 

In this issue: 

 The much-missed 
Professor Perry Else’s 
last interview 

 ARUP have designs on 
play 

 The launch of the Peter 
Heseltine Lectures  

 Global clicks: Links to 
some interesting play 
activity beyond EWNI. 

 Lady Allen Trust 

Who said that! 

'I had the best, most wonderful childhood: being outside, playing with my friends, being on 
my own, just loving life. We were so independent, we were given so much freedom’.  

‘But now it’s impossible to imagine giving that to a child today. It’s one of the great losses as 
a society. But I’m hopeful that we can regain the joy and experience of free play and 
neighbourhood games that were taken for granted growing up in my generation. That would 
be one of the best gifts we could give our children.' 

Clue: Maison blanc? 

Answer on back page 
 

Editorial statement 

IPA EWNI aims to inform, invigorate, critique and enhance research, policy and practice 
relating to play, environments for play and playwork 

The views expressed in articles in this publication and the IPA EWNI website are those of the 
author and may not reflect the policy of IPA EWNI, nor should publication be taken or 
assumed as an endorsement by IPA EWNI of those views.  

© IPA EWNI 2015 

Autumn 2015 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sLhpGpCAt0o
mailto:paulhocker@hotmail.com
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Design giants ARUP have play in mind 

Sam Williams is a landscape architect at Arup. His particular interest is in the role play has, 

both as a design tool and as a way of delivering a wide range of societal and environmental 

benefits. Follow Sam @play_future on Twitter 

We need to take play seriously. We need to take play seriously because it can help us tackle 

some of the serious problems our society is suffering. Children's health is in crisis. We have 

rising diabetes, obesity and depression. It is a fact that children in England are the least fit 

they have ever been. 

Play in nature teaches children a love of the environment that will never leave them. It is one 

way we can guarantee that the next generation of adults care about landscape, ecology and 

wildlife. Combined with green infrastructure, a play area can not only make people more 

resilient, it can make the city more resilient too. 

Unstructured play can do more for health 

than organised sport and active video 

games. It can reduce depression and 

increase creativity. It’s how we learn 

about the world. Play can also bring 

communities together. Seeing children 

play outside increases perceptions of 

safety and wellbeing. Parents mix at the 

playground, children socialise and get to 

know each other. 

Yet play is decreasing and children’s services are disproportionately cut. We’re scared to let 

children play outside due to the very real dangers of traffic, and the (mostly) media-

generated threat of ‘stranger danger’. This is exacerbated by a growing intolerance, 

criminalisation even of children in the public realm. The area in which children are free to 

roam has decreased in the last few decades by 90%. What are we doing with that last 

precious 10%? 

By experiencing risk and overcoming challenges through play we learn to look after 

ourselves; but we have become risk averse, both as parents and designers. Many 

playgrounds don’t provide a sense of challenge or excitement – to avoid overblown fears of 

litigation. The average playground is a sterile, segregated yard of equipment, isolated from 

the community it’s supposed to serve; patronising to its intended users and built 

predominately for safety. And for some children, these are the only places they’re ever 

permitted to play. 

 

http://news.sky.com/story/1441140/diabetes-on-alarming-rise-among-children
http://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/obesity/facts.htm
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/freedom-learn/201001/the-decline-play-and-rise-in-childrens-mental-disorders
http://www.theguardian.com/education/2015/jun/18/england-pupils-the-least-fit-they-have-ever-been
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/119/1/182.full
http://www.crae.org.uk/media/78665/crae_civil_society_report_to_un_web.pdf
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/docs/AdvanceVersions/CRC.C.GBR.CO.4.pdf
https://www.opendemocracy.net/ourkingdom/josie-appleton/no-place-for-young-towns-where-childhood-is-being-criminalised
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/document-1355766991839/
http://www.monbiot.com/2015/01/06/the-child-inside/
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We want healthy cities, happy communities and a green future. Play can deliver these. 

Children have no voice and are often poorly misrepresented by those who do, so cities need 

to change, welcoming children rather than pushing them out.  

Play exists in every medium, not just swings and slides but natural elements like rocks and 

topography. In fact it can happen anywhere, and should. It can bring coherence to a design 

and give neighbourhoods character. We should think about play as we do any other network 

running through the city.  

Most importantly, play is fun. It is how we enjoy ourselves here in the present moment, and 

that is something we should be taking very seriously indeed. And remember - play is for all 

ages, not just children. 

I believe play should become a central part of how we design, and how the different 

specialisms contribute to a project. Lighting can be playful, for instance. Materials and 

façades can be playful. 

It’s time to play. 

 
This article was originally published by Arup and has been reproduced with their permission. 
To view the original article, click here. 
 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SvrEDOq8JYM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SvrEDOq8JYM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2lXh2n0aPyw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=52&v=4tziIhuTB1M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=52&v=4tziIhuTB1M
http://www.arup.com/
https://thoughts.arup.com/post/details/474/everything-to-play-for
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GLOBAL CLICKS 
 
 
Perilous play in Syria  
“Child friendly spaces enable children to play and 
reconnect with their childhood, and forget, even if 
for a short time, the horrors of war. They must never 
be targeted,” a UNICEF Representative in Syria. “This 
reprehensible attack shows that even the simple act 
of playing represents a grave danger for children in 
Syria,”  

More here 
 
Belgium streets open for play 
In the middle of the former traffic lane—covered with astroturf and potted plants—
neighbors sat at picnic tables and drank beer while kids played nearby. Parking spaces were 
covered with slides and pop-up bars. 

More here 
 
Indian Children argue for play 
"Everyone complains about how children are stuck indoors. Board games make me feel like 
I'm trapped. Shouldn't we be encouraged to play outside," asked Yash.  

More here 
 
Robots built to play in California 
‘BRETT is a robot that can think. Researchers at UC Berkeley have programmed BRETT to 
learn on its own, through trial and error, how to accomplish tasks like screwing a cap on a 
bottle, putting Lego blocks together, and solving a simple puzzle’ 
More here 
 
German children sent into traffic 
‘The local traffic authorities realized there was an increase in traffic accidents involving kids  
caused by their inexperience in being near traffic on sidewalks, having to cross roads on their 
own, and general lack of knowledge of the road rules.’ 

More here 
 
Play keeps Australian children healthy 
"The kids feel like they're playing but they're also getting a good workout at the same time." 

More here 
 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=51895#.VgALrk2FObx
http://www.fastcoexist.com/3050299/belgian-streets-got-rid-of-cars-and-turned-into-beautiful-parks-this-summer
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bengaluru/Stopped-from-playing-kids-knock-on-police-doors/articleshow/48850802.cms
http://www.bloomberg.com/news/videos/2015-09-02/see-smart-robots-learn-to-play-like-human-children
http://www.freerangekids.com/want-safer-kids-send-them-into-traffic/#.VdbpspXBi4w.facebook
http://www.smh.com.au/national/backyard-games-are-more-than-childs-play-for-keeping-young-children-healthy-20150918-gjpyhi.html
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Professor Perry Else 
During the course of an article on play that I 
wrote for Times Higher Education magazine in 
summer 2014, I interviewed biologists, 
psychologists and play practitioners, most of 
them working in the Anglo-American academy. 
During the course of setting up the interviews I 
tried to contact Perry Else, professor of play 
theory at Sheffield Hallam University, to tap his 
deep knowledge of the field.  

I didn’t hear from him until after the deadline 
had passed – he emailed his apologies and said 
he had been tied up. I didn’t realise at the time 
but he was gravely ill: he didn’t let on about the 
seriousness of his condition.  

Professor Else emailed me precious insights into 
his upbringing, his thoughts on play and its 
importance to human development. I thanked 
him and filed them, intent on using them in a 
follow-up article somewhere down the line. 
Then I heard that he had died and the words 
took on greater significance. Here they are, curated by my friend Paul Hocker: they pay worthy 
testament to an excellent human being, an internationally respected scholar and a man who held 
play close to his heart his entire life. 

 

Rob Parr, A5cend  

September 2015 

 
Why is play important to social, physical and intellectual development? 
Playful activity is important for all these but also for one other which may be the most important 
from an evolutionary perspective – cultural development. Playful activity while benefitting the 
individual, is usually a group activity, where the rules and activities are defined by those playing – 
how far to roam, what the rules are to be ‘on’, how to move, how to get free and so on.  
 

Many children’s games involve movement whether using large muscle groups running and climbing, 
or fine movement such as collecting, weaving or pattern making. While moving around children will 
be developing tactics to win, stay with their friends, outwit the chaser; this is the beginning of 
cognitive or intellectual development, alongside symbolic recognition that leads to language 
development. Most playful activity involves leaders and followers whether ‘real’ or ‘pretend’ - 
through play children learn about social rules and who’s in charge, who’s fair, who picks on you when 
no-one is looking.  
 

And children learn about their culture, the dominant beliefs and values, how to behave in the street 
and school, but also how to behave in the mosque and minster. And of course when children grow 
older they will learn the games that are not allowed in certain cultures; for a time they will comply 
though the braver ones will begin to play with the systems and ask ‘why?’ Gerald Edelman explained 
that human knowledge arose with changes in brain size and function, ‘And that once language 
emerged in human evolution, our knowledge and its development, as well as our evolutionary path, 
depended on culture’ (2006: 55).  
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What do neurology and evolutionary biology tell us about the subject? 
If we look at the not-play function of play we see that simple locomotor play as exhibited by reptiles 
is about survival; being agile and adept on your legs helps you get away from predators faster than 
less adept animals. But locomotor play is also good for physical wellbeing, muscular growth, 
flexibility/agility, and coordination – all activities shown in playful activity. The not-play function of 
play as exhibited by social mammals such as monkeys, apes, dogs and meerkats is connection – 
individuals may not ‘like’ each other but when the big cat comes around we all stick together to chase 
it away. Social play also helps with social wellbeing, belongingness, social connections, and 
acceptance. And the not-play function of emerging neural development is resilience. As brain 
functions increase, the variety and complexity of play increases - is it any wonder that the animals 
with the largest brains are also amongst some of the most playful?  
 

There is now strong evidence that one reason for the evolution of playing is to help develop more 
efficient brains by enhancing cortical connections; that when we play, the nerve signals our bodies 
generate create pathways in the brain that help with brain development (Edelman 2006, Pellis and 
Pellis 2009).  
 

The brain expands in volume four times from birth to 
the teenage years, and brain structure and function 
in adults is a product of both evolution and individual 
development (Johnson 2008). Research has shown 
that the first eight years of a human’s life are critical 
for facilitating brain development, with the first 
three years especially crucial. The more children play 
in this period, the more connections are made 
between the various parts of the brain and especially 
through the corpus callosum, the band of cells that 
connect the left and right sides of the brain. When 
children play cognitively they develop mental 
wellbeing, brain elasticity, autonomy as well as 
resilience.  

Bob Hughes talking about Evolutionary Play (2012: 
14) stated that, ‘Play is critically important to human 
development and evolution’; he showed that the 
drive to play while serving physiological and 
biological ends also contributes to our mastery of the 
environment and our bodies, and our development 
of higher level thinking and imagination. 

Edelman (2006: 102) made a similar statement when talking about the environment that children 
grow and play in: ‘The econiche in which animals must survive has an enormous number of signals to 
which an individual must adapt’. In the modern world our brains still need these signals in order to 
adapt well to our world; there is a danger that as environments are increasingly controlled and ‘made 
safe’ for humans (especially in the industrialized world), that richness and diversity is lost and so is 
our ability to develop and adapt. 

 
How important is free play? 
In the sense with which I think you mean it I prefer the term self-chosen play - play is never free – we 
cannot really fly, I can never get everyone to play ‘my’ game and so on. Play must be a self-chosen, 
engaging and satisfying activity or the player will stop plying; why do something that is not wanted or 
pleasurable? For play to be self-chosen the player has to feel sufficiently safe, physically and 
psychologically i.e. not threatened excessively by others or the environment - though of course there 
are exceptions hence the ‘sufficiently’.  
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In some parts of the UK children still do door-knocking, usually around Halloween. This fairly harmless 
activity of knocking on a series of doors and then running away before the occupants catch you. A bit 
of fun and no-one gets harmed – though it’s likely these days that they do not knock on the doors 
showing pictures of pit bulls and ‘I live here’ on the front door. So play is self-chosen with willing 
participation from the player. 
 

Active engagement is necessary to sustain the 
play, responding to feedback from the 
environment and from other players – is the 
tree still strong enough to hold me? What role 
do I have in this game, do we need to change 
it? Playful engagement often leads to children 
losing track of time as they become immersed 
in their activity, which is usually a whole mind 
and body experience, with the player getting 
stimulation and satisfaction throughout as the 
activity offers the opportunity for newness or 
new experiences.  

The love of new things is called neophilia: Pink puts it this way - ‘Our basic nature is to be curious and 
self-directed’ - and if as adults we are, ‘passive and inert, that’s not because it’s our nature. It’s 
because something flipped our default setting’ (2010: 89). Play is often described as ‘fun’ though five 
minutes watching children playing helps us realise that fun does not describe fully the rewards of play 
for children. Playing may be fun but it can also be pleasurable, rewarding, satisfying, done for its own 
sake with no extrinsic goals, done for the hell of it just to experience a feeling (jumping in a river, 
breaking rules, saying ‘No’) - it’s much more than just ‘fun’. 

What are the implications of play deprivation? 
If we recognize that play is good for making connections in a child’s brain, good for muscular growth 
and coordination, for socialisation, making friends and cognitive development and creativity, then not 
playing or being deprived of play opportunities would have a detrimental effect on the child.  
 

The effects of play deprivation are complex as 
there are many factors that affect the growing 
child and there are always exceptions to the 
rule, children who will play and thrive in 
extreme conditions; however the three main 
causes of play deprivation are the child, the 
environment and others (usually adults).  
 

It may seem strange that children limit their 
own play, but looking at the characteristics of 
play, being in a sufficiently safe place, both 
physically and psychologically is a necessary 
factor. Children under stress will do what they 

can to survive before they begin to play; if the stress factors continue long enough, the child 
experiences severe play deprivation.  

Most self-imposed play deprivation will come from feelings of fear or insecurity prompted by others 
or by the environment, whether those feelings are real or imagined. Though rare there are instances 
in the modern world of carers who lock up their children, isolating them from contact with others and 
play spaces; the child’s response on being freed is to seek nourishment and other basic needs for 
survival rather than play.  
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Work with animals has shown that if the play deprivation is short-lived, the animals bounce back and 
play more, almost as if they were trying to catch up; however if the deprivation goes on too long, 
then the brain structures and systems will be affected (Vieira and others 2005; Cui and others 2006).  

The effects of adults’ actions on children may be seen in the extended play deprivation experienced 
by a large group of Romanian orphans which came to the attention of a wider community after the 
fall of the Communist government in 1989. As a result of government policies, the number of orphans 
rose during the regime, while the support to orphanages fell as a result of economic savings. In 1989 
it was discovered that some children had been tied to their cots for the majority of their early 
childhood, unable to interact with others and were treated as subhuman by some of their carers. 
Some of the children were adopted by families from the USA and UK and were the subject of later 
research. When Beckett and others (2006) reported on the progress of the Romanian adoptees 
(compared to English adoptees) they found that the early effects of institutionalized care had lasting 
effects on the cognitive ability of the children, though there was good improvement shown by some 
of the most affected. This finding was consistent with the outcomes of the Therapeutic Playwork 
project (Webb and Brown 2003) who did intervention playwork with orphans in Romania and found 
that some of the children who were limited in size (compared to active peers) and considered by their 
carers to be brain damaged were able to respond positively when offered a stimulus and appropriate 
play cues.  

The effects of play deprivation caused by the environment have already been touched on, though it 
follows that if an environment is impoverished (i.e. lacking balanced stimulation opportunities) then 
children will not be able to play to the extent of their abilities and desires. Additionally the longer this 
environmental deprivation goes on the more ‘normal’ it may be considered by the adults and children 
who use that environment.  

The simple fact is that children need to be able to exercise their bodies, minds and emotions, 
exploring varied environments that give them access to others in those environments. While it is true 
that children will play in the spaces they are in, the more stimulating those spaces are the more they 
will be able to play.  
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In recognising the effects of play deprivation adults should do all that is possible to help children 
access a variety of environments, included natural and unpredictable elements, in which they feel 
safe, psychologically and physically and that adults understand the value and benefit of so that they 
encourage more play and experimentation. In the twenty-first century too many children are being 
denied stimulating places to play because of the changes in the environment away from bio-diverse 
landscapes into concrete jungles, and because too many adults believe that such ‘modern’ 
environments are preferable to less comfortable ones without access to constant heat, hot water and 
every modern gadget. The impact of technology has affected humans for the last 200 years but has 
escalated dramatically in the last thirty with the increase in available energy and computer based 
technology; how this is affecting children’s play needs to be fully explored. 

Everyday play is what children get up to in their own lives, in their own way. There is no agenda to 
what they do; they do it as it is engaging and satisfying, usually if it has been self-chosen. The 
opportunities to play in the twenty-first century are quite varied from earlier generations but carry 
the same interest for children; finding out about each other, exploring the world and beginning to 
make a difference in it. In addition to playing at home and in the street, children may play 
everywhere in the real and virtual worlds; they will be healthier if they have the chance to balance 
these activities in their daily lives. 

 

What was your play history? How has play shaped your academic interests? 
I was lucky enough to be born in the ‘golden period’ of playing 1945-1985 – prior to that while 
children played they often also had jobs and chores to do; after then the concepts of ‘safe 
playgrounds’ and ‘stranger danger’ had been introduced to the UK and childhood was more adult-
controlled and rule bound. 

 
Up to the age of seven I played close to our home in a terraced dead-end street in industrial Sheffield 
with no through traffic (except for a bull that escaped from the slaughter house one day). My play 
space moved from our back yard to the space in front of the garages to over the wall into the nearby 
cemetery. At seven we moved to a satellite estate built on green land next to a still-working farm 
with a couple of acres of wood - we thought it as big as Sherwood Forest when we were small. We 
would build dens, light fires, dam streams, make tree swings, have fights - mock and real - with 
children from an estate on the other side of the field, kiss girls - whatever we fancied really.  
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At fourteen I was confident enough to cycle to Chesterfield, a round trip of 20 miles. My parents 
never knew what I was up to or where I was. I’d be out in the morning and back for tea and the 
glorious eight hours in-between would be me and my mates secret. I like to think it made us 
adaptable, confident, resilient, independent and flexible – and it gave us a lot of satisfaction. 

While playful at home I was also playful at school, especially in the art and drama departments. My 
teachers saw me as a confident person but I know that each endeavour was nerve wracking and risky 
the first time I did it. By doing it playfully and in a trusted environment with adults who supported 
me, I came through it, enjoyed it and learned 
valuable lessons from it. 

I was the first in my family to go to university 
and decided to study graphic design in 
London. After graduating, I was an artist for 
a few years until I thought about becoming a 
teacher.  

A summer job building adventure 
playgrounds soon convinced me that I’d be 
happier outside playing, than inside telling 
children what to do. For twenty years I 
supported play and playwork in London, 
Bristol and Sheffield, getting into 
management, training and policy 
development, before deciding to join 
Sheffield Hallam University as a lecturer in 
play studies.  

I was pleased to be recognised for my 
contribution to the field when I was awarded 
a professorial chair in play studies in 2013. I 
enjoy reading about, researching and 
experiencing play every day. 
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THE PETER HESELTINE MEMORIAL LECTURES 
 

IPA EWNI has organised five lectures during this October. These free events will be held in 
London, Cardiff, Leeds, Belfast and Cambridge and will each feature a key speaker presenting 
ideas on play within the context of the constraints of the age we live in. The round the 
regions tour looks like this: 

 

Cambridge Monday 12th October Rob Wheway will present ‘The Right to Play’ 

Cardiff Monday 12th October Dr Fraser Brown will present ‘People & Places to Play’  

London Wednesday 14th October Dr Fraser Brown will present ‘People & Places to Play’  

Leeds Thursday 15th October Mick Conway will present ‘Freedom to Play’  

Belfast Friday 16th October Mick Conway will present ‘Freedom to Play’  

 

Full details for each event are on the following pages and include how to book a seat for the 
event nearest to you. 

 

Peter Heseltine passed away in 2013 and was a much-respected member of the play 
community who achieved much over his lifetime in his quest to improve and promote 
children’s play opportunities. Each event will feature a specially curated overview of his life 
and career. 

 

Among other things Peter loved to illustrate. Below are two of his cartoons (thanks to Steve 
Chown for these). 
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The International Play Association, EWNI branch, is pleased to announce a series of FREE 
lectures to celebrate the career and memory of one of our life members who died in June 2013.

Peter Heseltine 

Memorial Lecture

Monday 12 October 2015  
10:00am - 12:00pm

Brown’s Field Youth and Community Centre 
31a Green End Road 

Cambridge

To book please contact the IPA EWNI committee member who is coordinating this event:
Meynell, + 44 (0)1323 730500; meynell@meynellgames.org.uk

“Right to Play” – The Empty Promise”

All involved in play have been diligent at promoting the “right to play” but all have been much less 
effective in enabling children to have the “freedom to play”.  It is a sad fact that since the early 1970s 
when Peter Heseltine and I started work in play children’ s freedom to play has diminished consider -
ably.  

There is little point having the right to play if children don’t have the freedom to exercise that right.

In this lecture Rob will discuss where and why children do not have the freedom to play and recom -
mend strategies for enabling children to have that right.

He will propose a new vision for those working in children’ s play together with strategies for ensuring 
that the vast majority of children have freedom to play .  

“For too long we have counted the number of facilities regardless of whether children are using them 
or not.”  A failure to understand how and where children play has led to signific

a
nt  resour ces bei ng 

ineffective at best and wasteful at worst.

The 3 “chances of a lifetime” of signific

a

nt  Go ver nme nt  input  int o chi ldr en’ s play have all ended with 
children having less freedom to play at the end of the process than they did at the beginning.

was a colleague of Peter Heseltine’ s for nearly 40 years and is one of the 
country’s leading expert on children’s play in the outdoor environment having 

carried out observational and consultation research at over 70 areas of housing in 
England and Wales.  He is the (co) author of:

“Talking about Play” (with A. Akehurst) (1982).  pub. NPFA

“Child’s Play: Facilitating play on housing estates” (with Dr Alison Millward) (1997) 
pub. Chartered Inst. of Housing & Joseph Rowntree Foundation

“Can Play Will Play” (with Alison John) (2004), pub. NPFA 

“Traffic

 

and Ch i ldr en’ s Play”, commissioned Play England

All the above publications (and many others) are free to download at the Children’ s Play Advisory Ser-
vice website (www.childrensplayadvisoryservice.org.uk). 

Rob is also the country’s most experienced playground inspector.  He was the firs t  inspect or  to be 
tested by RPII.  His observational research enables him to assess why some playgrounds are highly 
valued and others hardly used. 

He started work as an adventure playground worker in Birmingham in the early 1970s, then as an ad -
venture playground manager in Belfast and a regional play offic

e
r  for  bot h NPF A and then PlayBoard.  

For the last 25 years he has been a children’ s play consultant.

Rob Wheway
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The International Play Association, EWNI branch, is pleased to announce a series of FREE 
lectures to celebrate the career and memory of one of our life members who died in June 2013.

Monday 12 October 2015  
5:00 pm - 7:00pm

Holiday Inn
Castle St, Cardiff CF10 1XD 

Cardiff

To book please contact the IPA EWNI committee member who is coordinating this event:
Meynell, + 44 (0)1323 730500; meynell@meynellgames.org.uk

“People and Places to Play”

The Playwork profession in the UK has always exchanged their experiences of working with children, 
and often refle

c
t ed on wh at  those exper iences mi ght  me an for  bot h the chi ldr en and the pl aywo r k -

ers. In this presentation Fraser will of fer a selection of stories that were submitted by playworkers for 
inclusion in his book, 101 Stories of Children Playing. The stories are always instructive, often funny , 
and sometimes sad.  The stories help us explore complex issues such as risk and the unpredictable 
nature of play.  They introduce us to a number of key theoretical concepts such as play cues, adul -
teration, and the signific

a
nce of  ref er ence poi nt s in chi ldr en’ s lives. Some of the stories illustrate the 

therapeutic aspects of children’s play. The overall intention is to focus on the connection between 
theory and practice that is so often misunderstood by our politicians.

In particular Fraser will be using these stories to help explore the concept of compound fle

x

i bi lity , 
and its implications for playwork practice. He will argue that children gain the most benefit

 
from pl ay 

when they are in control of what they are doing. Yet there are lots of circumstances today that mean 
children are not able to control their own play. That’s where playwork has something very significa nt  
to offer. One of the main roles of the playworker is to create environments that enable children to take 
control of their playing.  Fraser will propose a play to playwork continuum, where playing can be con -
sidered a ‘developmental and evolutionary’ activity and playwork a ‘compensatory’ activity.

Dr. Fraser Brown is the firs t  Pr of essor  of  Pl aywo r k in the UK.  He  leads the pl aywo r k pr ogr amme  
at Leeds Beckett University, and is the specialist link tutor for the postgraduate play ther -
apy courses run by the Academy of Play and Child Psychotherapy. He has presented at 
conferences across the UK and around the world, and has produced several key texts in 
the fie

l
d of  pl ay and pl aywo r k.  He  is the Ch ai r and Co - Founder  of  the Aid for Romanian 

Children charitable trust, and a member of the Executive Board of the Association for the 
Study of Play (TASP).

He is well-known in the fie

l

d of  pl aywo r k for  hi s resear ch int o its ther apeut ic ef fects on a 
group of abandoned children in a Romanian paediatric hospital. His wide-ranging research 
interests include the impact of deprivation on children’s play behaviour, the assessment of 

play value in children’s play spaces, and the play behaviours of Roma children in Transylvania.

After studying Politics at the University of Leeds, he spent three years as a playworker on an adventure play -
ground in Runcorn. He then managed a range of projects for the North W est Play Association. For two years he 
was District Leisure Offic

e
r  in Mi ddl esbr ough and subsequent ly hel d post s wi th Pl ayboar d and the Na t ional  Pl ay -

ing Fields Association.  Before joining Leeds Beckett University , he was Director of the playwork training agency 
Children First for ten years.

His publications include Play and Playwork: 101 Stories of Children Playing (2014); Rethinking Children’s Play 
(2013); Foundations of Playwork (with Chris Taylor, 2008); The Venture: a Case Study of an Adventure Play-
ground (2007); Children Without Play (with Sophie W ebb, 2005); Playwork: Theory and Practice (2003); School 
Playgrounds (1990) and Working Together: a Playwork Training Pack (1989). He was a contributor to the Hand -
book of the Study of Play (2015); Complex Trauma and Its Effects (2012); Perspectives on Play (2009); and 
Childhood: Services and Provision for Children (2007).He is also a co-editor of the International Journal of Play .

Peter Heseltine 

Memorial Lecture
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The International Play Association, EWNI branch, is pleased to announce a series of FREE 
lectures to celebrate the career and memory of one of our life members who died in June 2013.

Wednesday 14 October 2015 
11:00am - 1:00pm

Martin Luther King Adventure Playground 
Sheringham Rd, London N7 8PF 

London

To book please contact the IPA EWNI committee member who is coordinating this event:
Meynell, + 44 (0)1323 730500; meynell@meynellgames.org.uk

“People and Places to Play”

The Playwork profession in the UK has always exchanged their experiences of working with children, 
and often refle

c
t ed on wh at  those exper iences mi ght  me an for  bot h the chi ldr en and the pl aywo r k -

ers. In this presentation Fraser will of fer a selection of stories that were submitted by playworkers for 
inclusion in his book, 101 Stories of Children Playing. The stories are always instructive, often funny , 
and sometimes sad.  The stories help us explore complex issues such as risk and the unpredictable 
nature of play.  They introduce us to a number of key theoretical concepts such as play cues, adul -
teration, and the signific

a
nce of  ref er ence poi nt s in chi ldr en’ s lives. Some of the stories illustrate the 

therapeutic aspects of children’s play. The overall intention is to focus on the connection between 
theory and practice that is so often misunderstood by our politicians.

In particular Fraser will be using these stories to help explore the concept of compound fle

x

i bi lity , 
and its implications for playwork practice. He will argue that children gain the most benefit

 
from pl ay 

when they are in control of what they are doing. Yet there are lots of circumstances today that mean 
children are not able to control their own play. That’s where playwork has something very significa nt  
to offer. One of the main roles of the playworker is to create environments that enable children to take 
control of their playing.  Fraser will propose a play to playwork continuum, where playing can be con -
sidered a ‘developmental and evolutionary’ activity and playwork a ‘compensatory’ activity.

Dr. Fraser Brown is the firs t  Pr of essor  of  Pl aywo r k in the UK.  He  leads the pl aywo r k pr ogr amme  
at Leeds Beckett University, and is the specialist link tutor for the postgraduate play ther -
apy courses run by the Academy of Play and Child Psychotherapy. He has presented at 
conferences across the UK and around the world, and has produced several key texts in 
the fie

l
d of  pl ay and pl aywo r k.  He  is the Ch ai r and Co - Founder  of  the Aid for Romanian 

Children charitable trust, and a member of the Executive Board of the Association for the 
Study of Play (TASP).

He is well-known in the fie

l

d of  pl aywo r k for  hi s resear ch int o its ther apeut ic ef fects on a 
group of abandoned children in a Romanian paediatric hospital. His wide-ranging research 
interests include the impact of deprivation on children’s play behaviour, the assessment of 

play value in children’s play spaces, and the play behaviours of Roma children in Transylvania.

After studying Politics at the University of Leeds, he spent three years as a playworker on an adventure play -
ground in Runcorn. He then managed a range of projects for the North W est Play Association. For two years he 
was District Leisure Offic

e
r  in Mi ddl esbr ough and subsequent ly hel d post s wi th Pl ayboar d and the Na t ional  Pl ay -

ing Fields Association.  Before joining Leeds Beckett University , he was Director of the playwork training agency 
Children First for ten years.

His publications include Play and Playwork: 101 Stories of Children Playing (2014); Rethinking Children’s Play 
(2013); Foundations of Playwork (with Chris Taylor, 2008); The Venture: a Case Study of an Adventure Play-
ground (2007); Children Without Play (with Sophie W ebb, 2005); Playwork: Theory and Practice (2003); School 
Playgrounds (1990) and Working Together: a Playwork Training Pack (1989). He was a contributor to the Hand -
book of the Study of Play (2015); Complex Trauma and Its Effects (2012); Perspectives on Play (2009); and 
Childhood: Services and Provision for Children (2007).He is also a co-editor of the International Journal of Play .

Peter Heseltine 

Memorial Lecture
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The International Play Association, EWNI branch, is pleased to announce a series of 
FREE lectures to celebrate the career and memory of one of our life members who 
died in June 2013.

Thursday 15 October 2015 
9:30am - 11:30am

Leeds Beckett University 
City Campus, Calverley Building, (CL311) LS1 3HE

Leeds

To book please contact the IPA EWNI committee member who is coordinating 
this event:

Meynell, + 44 (0)1323 730500; meynell@meynellgames.org.uk

“Freedom to Play”

Mick refle

c

t s on near ly 40 year s of  pl aywo r k and wh at  lessons ther e 
might be for a very different future.

Using his true-life stories, cartoons and photos of the magic of chil -
dren’s play and how it has been provided for over the decades, he ex -
plores what has endured through thick and (mainly) thin and what he 
hopes has not been irretrievably lost.

This leads to some fundamental questions about where next for play 
provision and where playwork should be focussing its undoubted en -
ergy. 

Mick Conway started his playwork career on Bermondsey adventure playground 
in 1978. 

He went on to become Director of Hackney Play Association 
where he was a founder of Playday, developed the Quality 
in Play system and was a consultant on development of the 
Playwork Principles. 

He managed various playwork programmes at London Play 
and Play England, where he was particularly delighted to 
give £1 million of government money to community-run ad -
venture playgrounds.  

He wrote a number of play-related texts including four edi -
tions of the Quality in Play quality assurance system manual; Developing an adventure play -
ground – the essential elements; Adventure Playgrounds: built by communities; wrote the 
play stories in Bob Hughes’  Evolutionary Playwork and contributed to Playwork Theory and 
Practice; Best Play – what play provision should do for children; The First Claim; Risk and 
Safety in Play; and Towards a Safer Adventure Playground.

He is now a freelance consultant, reborn-again painter and photographer after a four decade 
gap year, occasional writer and full-time “Gyanddad” to Molly . 

Peter Heseltine 

Memorial Lecture
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The International Play Association, EWNI branch, is pleased to announce a series of 
FREE lectures to celebrate the career and memory of one of our life members who 
died in June 2013.

Friday 16 October 2015
10:00am - 12:00pm

Malone House, Barnett Demesne, Belfast BT9 5PB

Belfast

To book please contact the IPA EWNI committee member who is coordinating 
this event:

Meynell, + 44 (0)1323 730500; meynell@meynellgames.org.uk

“Freedom to Play”

Mick refle

c

t s on near ly 40 year s of  pl aywo r k and wh at  lessons ther e 
might be for a very different future.

Using his true-life stories, cartoons and photos of the magic of chil -
dren’s play and how it has been provided for over the decades, he ex -
plores what has endured through thick and (mainly) thin and what he 
hopes has not been irretrievably lost.

This leads to some fundamental questions about where next for play 
provision and where playwork should be focussing its undoubted en -
ergy. 

Mick Conway started his playwork career on Bermondsey adventure playground 
in 1978. 

He went on to become Director of Hackney Play Association 
where he was a founder of Playday, developed the Quality 
in Play system and was a consultant on development of the 
Playwork Principles. 

He managed various playwork programmes at London Play 
and Play England, where he was particularly delighted to 
give £1 million of government money to community-run ad -
venture playgrounds.  

He wrote a number of play-related texts including four edi -
tions of the Quality in Play quality assurance system manual; Developing an adventure play -
ground – the essential elements; Adventure Playgrounds: built by communities; wrote the 
play stories in Bob Hughes’  Evolutionary Playwork and contributed to Playwork Theory and 
Practice; Best Play – what play provision should do for children; The First Claim; Risk and 
Safety in Play; and Towards a Safer Adventure Playground.

He is now a freelance consultant, reborn-again painter and photographer after a four decade 
gap year, occasional writer and full-time “Gyanddad” to Molly . 

Peter Heseltine 

Memorial Lecture
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Lady Allen Trust 

As regular readers of CommEWNIcation will know IPA EWNI 
is represented on the Lady Allen of Hurtwood Memorial 
Trust. Currently Paul Soames and Blanche Thompson 
represent IPA on the Lady Allen board. 

The Lady Allen Trust is small organisation, offering several 
grants of approximately £1,000 per year to play 
practitioners, who wish to travel to expand their 
knowledge, raise awareness and make new contacts. The 
aim of the award is to support and enhance individual’s 
professional development in the play world with the aim of 
enhancing and improving their practice back in their own 
work environment. The award is open to any play worker 
within the UK. 

The Trust meets three times year to carry out its business 
with awards being made in March of each year and travel 
taking place during the rest of that calendar year. The 
deadline for applications to the 2015 awards has now passed.  This year the Lady Allen Trust 
has made two awards. 

The first award was made to Richard Driffield from London Play who has travelled to 
Portland on the west coast of America to take a look at the successful work that city has 
been doing to create child friendly environments across its urban area- including streets, 
shopping malls and parks. Richard has also built up a more permanent link with Portland so 
that both London Play and Portland city can continue to share and discuss the work they are 
respectively involved in. 

The second award went to two 
music therapists from Sheffield 
and Edinburgh who have travelled 
to Rwanda to help support music 
projects for disabled children in 
that country. As with Richard as 
well as providing advice and 
support to 22 different projects in 
that country they aim to develop 
an ongoing exchange of ideas, 
information and support between 
the UK and Rwanda. 

We will report back in the next Newsbrief on the award winners for 2015 to give you more 
of a flavour of the type of projects that the Trust will fund. 

Adverts for the 2016 awards will be out from September 2015 and will be included in the 
next edition of CommEWNIcation. 

For further information on the trust you can go to: www.ladyallentrust.org 

 Paul Soames and Blanche Thompson. 

http://www.ladyallentrust.org/
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Who Said that?  

She did… 

 

And talking of politicians over the pond 
here’s President Obama playing Peek-A-
Boo! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOIN IPA EWNI 
 

If you would like to join IPA EWNI click 
here 

 

If you have any questions regarding 
membership or need to update your 
contact details then you can reach us at 
ipaewni@gmail.com 

 

Contribute 

If you are an IPA EWNI member and would 
like to contribute to future issues please 
contact the editor, Paul Hocker: 
paulhocker@hotmail.com 

 

We are part of IPA World click here to find 
out more.  

 

IPA EWNI is a Registered Charity in 
England No. 1094980 

 

http://www.ipa-ewni.org.uk/employees/employees.htm
mailto:ipaewni@gmail.com
mailto:paulhocker@hotmail.com
http://ipaworld.org/

