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COMMEWNICATION 
International Play Association EWNI 

Promoting the Child’s Right to Play 

 

Welcome to IPA CommEWNIcation, the 
spring edition.  

This issue is full of useful offers to our 
members nestled among articles that 
have been designed to be read with your 
feet up and a steaming mug of something 
by your side. 

 

 

 

In this issue: 

 Calgary 2017 

 Children's Right to Play:  IPA 
Scotland 

 Play Works from London Play 

 IPA EWNI Bursary 

 Play Wales: Spirit 

 California Playworking 

 IPA Calgary Conference preview 

 IPA EWNI AGM 

 Playworker Forum 2014 

 Play England Update 

 World Clicks 
 

 

 

 

 

Editorial statement 

IPA EWNI aims to inform, invigorate, critique and enhance research, policy and practice relating 
to play, environments for play and playwork 
The views expressed in articles in this publication and the IPA EWNI website are those of 
the author and may not reflect the policy of IPA EWNI, nor should publication be taken 
or assumed as an endorsement by IPA EWNI of those views.  

 

© IPA EWNI 2017 

Spring 2017 

If you have any short articles (200-400) or indeed longer papers (800-1000 words) on a play 
related theme then why not showcase them here. Send them to paulhocker@hotmail.com 
for inclusion in the next edition with any images to illustrate your point. Note: submissions 
may be edited. 

Who may this be? 

“A school contemporary recalls 
her as ‘very quiet… extremely 
studious… the person who always 
did their homework’ 

Answer on back page 

 

mailto:paulhocker@hotmail.com
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Click any where on the picture above for the conference website for the 20th 
IPA Triennial Conference in Calgary Canada 13-17 September 2017. 

 
The registration fees are below: 

 Registration Type  Early Bird Rate (until May 31st)        Regular Rate 

 IPA Member  $540/ £322  $615/ £367 

 IPA Non Member  $640/ £382  $715/ £427 

 Student** 

 

 $440/ £263 

 

Please not the rates above do not include an additional 5% Goods and Services tax. 

Flights: IPA world has arranged a 10% discount for members attending the Calgary conference 
(Apply code: T4Y 7ZZ81). At the time of writing the best-priced flight from London (Gatwick) 
according to Skyscanner was with Westjet (at around £500 return). 

 

If you are not an IPA member and would like to receive the member discount 
to attend the conference click here 

 

https://ipaewni.wordpress.com/ipa-ewni-membership/
http://canada2017.ipaworld.org/
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Children's Right to Play IPA Scotland 

Donne Buck 

 

Through the good offices of IPA 
World President Theresa Casey I 
have been reading a new publication 
by the Scottish branch of 
IPA.  Entitled Children's Right to Play 
(and describing itself as "A Booklet 
for a Richer Understanding of 
Children's Right to Play") it is a 
valuable tool for all IPA members 
anywhere who wish to expand their 
understanding of our core message 
and convey it to others. 

 

Its slim format, colourful cartoon 
illustrations and skillful layout are all 
encouragements to those who are 
new to the subject to investigate 
it.  The background to Article 31 of 
the UN Declaration of the Rights of 
the Child (CRC), which established 

the Child's Right to Play in international law, is clearly explained, play is defined 
and the vital link between this and the other rights (indivisibility), is made clear in 
way which brought it home powerfully to me for the first time. 
 

Finally, the booklet challenges all adults to recognise the Right to Play and to take 
steps to implement it.  Ten practical ways are listed and we are invited to choose 
any three of them to carry out.  Readers will also discover a useful list of 
resources which are available on-line to assist with this process.  I have no 
hesitation in recommending Children's Right to Play to all IPA/EWNI 
readers.  Further details from www.ipascotland.org where a sample of the 
booklet's graphics is displayed. 

 

 

http://www.ipascotland.org/
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Play Works from London Play 

Nic McEwan 

 

Play Works kicked off in summer 2015 
thanks to a £138,000 grant from the City of 
London Corporation’s charity, City Bridge 
Trust. Up until summer 2018, London 
Play will work directly with 12 adventure 
playgrounds across London, extending and 
sharing the project's impact via the online 
toolkit being released in 2017. 

 

The truth is that most adventure playgrounds operate on a shoestring budget, 
yet make huge contributions to the kind of outcomes that funders are looking 
for: healthier lifestyles; friendlier, safer communities; improved social 
cohesion; providing opportunities for volunteering; supporting parents and 
carers into work; raising young people’s aspirations; reducing antisocial 
behaviour..., the list goes on. The committed staff that work at these 
playgrounds are good at explaining why play is important but generally lack the 
time, tools and resources to back this with hard evidence. 
 

Now well into its second year, Play Works has trained and mentored eight 
Adventure Playgrounds from across the capital, supporting them to identify 
and measure the unique benefits each brings to their community. So far, 
playworkers from Lambeth, Walthamstow, Haringey, Richmond, Hammersmith 
& Fullham and Islington have been funded to attend specially 
designed workshops, increasing their knowledge of and 
confidence in monitoring and evaluation.  
 

We're happy to announce that applications have reopened for London-based 
APGs to participate in the training programme from September 2017. Contact 
nic@londonplay.org.uk for FAQs and an application form. Deadline for 
applications is 1st May 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:nic@londonplay.org.uk
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Play Works from London Play (continued) 

 

Play Works Online Toolkit 

Not based in London or not able to attend the workshops in person? Why not 
apply to trial our free online toolkit? We're looking for nine APGs to test out 
the online resources and guides over the next year. These APGs will also 
receive free remote support from the Play Works Research and Evaluation 
mentor.  

 

 

London Play, with support from City Bridge, is developing an online toolkit in 
monitoring and evaluation for Adventure Playgrounds. The toolkit is part of 
Play Works, a three year project offering training and funding for 12 Adventure 
Playgrounds in London to evaluate the social impact of their spaces. 
 

This online collection will include bespoke guides, step-by-step instructions and 
tasks to help you understand and carry out monitoring and evaluation in your 
playground.  
 

Each section contains downloadable PDFs that you can print and complete 
independently. Examples of monitoring and evaluation in practice have been 
provided by the eight London-based Adventure Playgrounds who have taken 
part in Play Works since it launched in 2015, as well as other aligned 
organisations whose work is relevant. Links to further reading and helpful 
resources are also included. 
 

PLAY WORKS WORKS! 

“Play Works had a direct impact on my fundraising. We’re looking to apply to 
Children In Need later on this year for an expansion to the services we offer 
at the adventure playground. The application asks for three differences our 
project will make.   
 

These are simply our outcomes, already set in our M&E Plan, which I 
transferred over and then that section was complete.  It might seem like a 
small thing, but it was satisfying to know that we had already completed this 
work and that it was exactly the message I wanted to get across. So thanks 
for making life a little bit easier!” 

Year Two Adventure Playground 
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By engaging with the toolkit Adventure Playgrounds will be able to: 
 

• Implement better systems for collecting, recording and analysing data 

• Generate robust evidence to increase chances of successful funding 

bids 

• Act on their own recommendations to improve their services  

London Play is looking for nine Adventure Playgrounds in the UK to trial the 
toolkit in its first year online (2017-2018). As well as user-friendly digital 
resources, the participating adventure playgrounds will have free access to a 
monitoring and evaluation mentor at London Play, who will be able to provide 
remote support and guidance.  

 

If you are interested in taking part and sharing your ideas and findings, please 
contact Nic McEwan nic@londonplay.org.uk 

 

Deadline for toolkit applications is 24th April 2017 

 

 

 

mailto:nic@londonplay.org.uk
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Application for a bursary award to support attendance at the  

IPA Triennial Conference Canada September 2017 

 

IPA EWNI Trustees would like to offer a limited number of bursary awards to 
IPA EWNI members who are most able to benefit from financial assistance to 
attend this year’s IPA Conference in Canada. 
 

Criteria and application process 

IPA EWNI Trustees want to hear from current members who can demonstrate 
that they are actively engaged in play in England, Wales or Northern Ireland. 
There are three bursaries available to IPA EWNI members, of a value of £300. 

To apply a letter of application should contain information that details the 
following: 
 

 Evidence of active involvement in play. Posts held and experience (no CVs 
please)   

 A statement of how attending the Triennial Conference will benefit your 
practice 

 Why the financial assistance is needed and what other sources of support 
you have confirmed to attend the conference 

 Be able to write/film a few Facebook entries about their conference 
experience and be active on social media during the conference 

 Be willing to be interviewed on camera after the conference 
 

Please email your letter of application (no more that 500 words) to IPA EWNI 
chair Paul Hocker via: paulhocker@hotmail.com 

Closing date for receipt of letter May 5th 2017. The decision of the Trustees is 
final and will successful applicants will be notified by Friday 19th May. 
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California Playworking 

Chris Martin 

 

I’m very keen on exploring what’s going on in the world of play and playwork 

around the world, and in February I flew to California to speak at a Playwork 

‘Campference’ and to give a presentation at San Diego’s New Children’s 

Museum. The campference, put on by Pop-Up Adventure Play and Santa Clarita 

Valley Adventure Play, was an outdoors camping conference located on a not-

yet-finished adventure playground. 90 delegates from all over the US and 

Canada as well as seven other nations (including the UK) braved freak gale 

force winds and rain to attend, learn, and play.  

 

They invited me to talk both about the role of Unite the Union in supporting UK 

playwork, and also on my research investigating the interaction between 

children and mobile digital technology in outdoor play. Delegates were 

surprised - and impressed - that the largest union in the UK engaged in 

supporting playwork. I explained this was due to hard work by playworkers, 

support from youth and community workers, and backing from Union officials.  
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I gave my talk on digital technology during the biggest storm in recent 

California history. We had to dismantle the campsite (which was also the 

conference venue) and moved to a local school, which we decorated with 

drying sleeping bags and random soggy possessions. Fuelled with strong coffee 

we continued, and I gave my talk in barefeet due to my only footwear being 

too wet to wear!  

 

Amongst noteworthy talks from a wide variety of projects across North 

America, the UK contingent was well represented. Fraser Brown gave the 

keynote, Simon Rix (Meridian AP) offered alternate paradigms, and Luke Sutton 

(The Land AP) and (Honourary Brit) Erin Davis showed ‘The Land’ film of the 

Playground to great acclaim. 

 

After the storm subsided we returned to the site and rebuilt in true playwork 

fashion, continuing on in the sunshine. In the spirit of adventure play, the site 

possessed a real sense of magic and wonder, along with trees, water and loose 

parts. The event was part conference, part festival; the fire pit, tasty food (and 

donated beer) encouraged great conversations and meetings of minds. 

Another element that added playfulness was the children of delegates who 

revelled in the freedom of the site and on-tap playworkers. 

 

After the event I travelled to San Diego and was hosted by the New Children’s 

Museum. I spent time with their playworkers, who have set up an area full of 

loose parts, which is incredibly popular. This was amongst a collection of avant-

garde artist-designed spaces, and it was all exciting and filled with energised 

children, doing, making and playing. I gave a presentation to Museum 

Playworkers which was also attended by senior management, so had to adapt 

on the fly. 

 

The enthusiasm of all those I met was inspiring. In the UK we have been reeling 

from cuts to much of what we hold important, and playwork has been 

particularly affected.  
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In North America, recent political events notwithstanding, they are growing 

playwork as a profession and experimenting with different ways of offering it. 

These include not only a few long-standing adventure playgrounds, but also 

pop-up events and imaginative community driven models.  

I was impressed by the delegates’ desire to learn and the respect that UK 

playwork has, and this has made me realise that we in the UK have a lot to give 

and that we should be proud of what we have accomplished. I’m hoping to get 

back to North America sooner rather than later, for the energy, good coffee, 

and generosity.  

 

Chris Martin is a Devon-based playworker, writer, and play activist. He is an IPA 

EWNI board member, currently engaged in a PhD on outdoor play and mobile 

digital technology, and former National Playwork Convenor with Unite the 

Union. 

 

Adventure Playground in Berkeley, California  
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IPA Calgary Conference preview 

 
Tim Gill will be giving two presentations at Calgary: The first is on play streets 
(sharing the findings of various evaluations, including his own) and as part of a 
symposium on making the policy case for a balanced approach to risk. This 
second is part of a series of 4 symposia that Tim put together with Ellen 
Sandseter, Anita Bundy and Mariana Brussoni involving about a dozen 
advocates, activists and academics from Europe, North America and Australia.  

 
Tim has also successfully won funding from the Winston Churchill Memorial 
Trust Travelling Fellowship to visit 6 cities in Europe and Canada and explore 
their work on child-friendly urban planning. Tim’s latest blog post can be found 
at rethinkingchildhood.com. 
 

 
 

London Play will be in Calgary with two presentations on their current work. 
PlayWorks co-ordinator, Nic McEwan, will have a session to share how her 
project has given Adventure Playgrounds in London the evaluation tools to 
survive and draw in funds. London Play’s Director, Paul Hocker will be telling 
London Play’s Play Street story, from the charity’s groundbreaking Street Play 
work ten years ago to the new Play Quarters initiative that is rapidly growing in 
scale and stature. More on both projects here. 

 

http://www.londonplay.org.uk/
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IPA Calgary Conference preview (continued) 
 

Chris Martin will be presenting the initial results of his fieldwork. This 
investigates the relationship between children and mobile digital technology in 
outdoor play, based in an adventure playground in southwest England. It is part 
of his PhD that examines how combinations of environment and mobile 
technology assemble to afford playful moments in older children’s lives (10-15 
years), and considers how these ‘matter’.  
 

PlayBoard are pleased to announce that out of the 3 abstract papers they 
submitted for consideration for the upcoming 20th IPA Triennial Conference, all 
three were accepted for presentation. PlayBoard will present on the following 
work in Calgary this September: 

•  Let us Play – Embedding the Right to Play in Social Policy 
•  Are children getting the opportunities to realise their right to play? 
•  Taking Outdoor Play Seriously in Schools (TOPS) - Positive PlayGrounds 
Quality Award 
 

Meynell Walter will be presenting Why play workers need play therapy, a 
paper investigating the parallel worlds of playwork and play therapy. Meynell 
will look at the therapeutic nature of play and how play therapy can actually 
improve  playworker practice. In addition Meynell will be staging a larger-than-
life-sized game 'board' in the shape of a world map with pathways drawn 
crisscrossing it. Participants travel these routes and on certain countries receive 
'game cards' that give insights into how that country is responding to Article 31 
or about children and childhoods or the ‘state’ of play. The game is played with 
a dice approximately 1.2m high! 

_________________________________________________________________ 
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Play England update 

 

Quality in Play re-launched to help projects get ‘commission-ready’ 

Play England has launched a new edition of Quality in Play, a quality assurance 
system and framework for service development. Developed by playwork 
practitioners to support supervised play and childcare provision for school-aged 
children, Quality in Play (QiP) is tried and tested by hundreds of play providers 
over 20 years.  
 
Quality in Play helps play projects get ‘commission-ready’, win tenders and 
secure funding.  It is especially important now because, in an era of 
unprecedented government funding cuts, local authority commissioners and 
other play provision funders are intensely focusing on the quality of services 
and value for money.  
 
We wanted this new 
edition to be as 
accessible as possible.  
So, Play England’s 
Board of Trustees 
decided to make the 
Quality in Play manual 
free to download. 
 
Whether starting out, 
or well-established, 
working in the 
voluntary public or 
private sectors, we 
hope that QiP will be 
an essential tool for 
every play and 
childcare provider. 
More here. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.playengland.org.uk/resources-list/quality-in-play/
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Play England update (continued) 

 

National Playwork Conference success 
Play England had a very productive time at National Playwork Conference. 
We hosted our AGM, an international discussion on SAFERPLAY, workshops on 
Risk, Design and Quality in Play, a roundtable debate on playwork 
qualifications, and a number of our Trustees received Playwork Awards. 
We’d like to thank the playworkers, landscape architects, researchers and 
practitioners who contributed to the workshops and roundtable discussions. To 
find out more about these events and to download our special conference 
newsletter click here. 
 

Future of Playwork Qualifications 

The Government is consulting with employers on whether to develop a new 
Playwork apprenticeship qualification called the Trailblazer Apprenticeship. The 
announcement follows the withdrawal of playwork qualifications at the end of 
last year when registrations for the CACHE Level 2 Award and Certificate in 
Playwork and the Level 3 Award in Playwork, CACHE Level 4 Award and 
Certificate in Playwork were closed.   
 
Registration for a City and Guilds Level 2 Diploma in Playwork also closed at the 
end of 2016. Registration for City & Guilds Level 3 and Level 5 Diploma in 
Playwork closes at the end of November. 
 
Play England issued a statement to draw attention to these withdrawals, to 
raise questions about the impact on the sector and start a discussion about the 
development of future playwork qualifications.  At the National Playwork 
Conference in March we hosted a roundtable debate with the Playwork 
Foundation, which came out with clear actions. Play England is encouraging 
play organisations, playworkers and all those who support play to: 
 

1. Support and promote the new Playwork apprenticeship ‘Trailblazer’ 
qualification.  
2. Lobby CACHE and City & Guilds to extend registration of the Diploma 
in Playwork Levels 2, 3 and 5. 

 
For more information and model letter, click here. 
 

 

 

http://www.playengland.org.uk/2180-2/
http://www.playengland.org.uk/future-of-playwork-qualifications/
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Global Clicks 
 

Play Streets in South Africa! 

“This is how streets should be. I would not mind this 
happening once a week, or at least monthly. I am 
enjoying myself.” 
Read the article here 

 
U.S child suspended for pretend gun play 
“She feels like all the teachers hate her - I can’t imagine being 5 and feeling that 
way.” 
Read the article here 
 

Houston you have a problem  

“A mom is arrested for letting her son play at the playground a few blocks from 
home, another is arrested for letting kids play right outside while she watched .” 
Read the article here 

 

The screen, screen glass at home 

“Children who are allowed more than three hours of screen-time a day are at 
greater risk of developing diabetes, new research suggests.” 

Read the article here 

 

Finland’s playful schools get great results 

“Those things you learn without joy you will forget easily.” 

Read the article here 

 

Child activity levels down, Down Under 

“Not even one in five Australian kids aged between five and 17 get anywhere 
near the recommended 60 minutes of physical activity a day.” 

Read the article here 

 

 

 

 

http://www.iol.co.za/capetimes/news/a-car-free-playground-for-all--for-a-while-8465982
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/morning-mix/wp/2017/03/30/5-year-old-girl-suspended-from-school-for-playing-with-stick-gun-at-recess/?utm_term=.0a4770c54a1d
http://houstonianonline.com/2017/03/21/why-are-parents-being-arrested-for-letting-kids-play/
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2017/mar/13/screentime-linked-to-greater-diabetes-risk-among-children
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2015/10/the-joyful-illiterate-kindergartners-of-finland/408325/
http://www.abc.net.au/news/health/2017-03-07/kids-physical-activity/8328920
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IPA EWNI were proud to sponsor this year’s Frontline Playworker Award at the recent 
National Playwork Conferencein Eastbourne  

The nominees were, Blue Coat Primary School, The Land and Meriden Adventure Playground 

And the winner was… Meriden Adventure Playground 
 

CONNECTING WITH IPA EWNI 
 For IPA EWNI website click here 

 If you would like to join IPA EWNI click here 

 Find us on Facebook click here 

 Finds us on YouTube click here 

 For IPA World click here  

Contribute 

If you are an IPA EWNI member and would like to contribute to future issues please contact 
the editor, Paul Hocker via paulhocker@hotmail.com 

 

 

IPA EWNI is a Registered Charity in England No. 109498

 

Who may this be? Theresa 
‘Brexit means Brexit’ May 

IPA EWNI trustees are looking for representation from play people 
based in Wales. If that sounds like you and you can join us in 
London or via teleconferencing 4/5 times a year then do please 
email the chair at paulhocker@hotmail.com. All expenses are 
covered and you’ll be part of a very friendly and motivated team. 

And even if you’re not in Wales we’d still like to hear from you if 
you would like to join IPA EWNI’s trustees.                                               

https://ipaewni.wordpress.com/
https://ipaewni.wordpress.com/ipa-ewni-membership/
http://www.facebook.com/EWNI.IPA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBwxiZUVk4LmkESuLLm7wXQ
http://ipaworld.org/
mailto:paulhocker@hotmail.com
mailto:paulhocker@hotmail.com
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